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Like us on Facebook or follow us on YouTube to stream live services.

http://FB.SaintPaulsChurch.com

http://YouTube.SaintPaulsChurch.com

Jan 12th: Sunday School Teachers Meeting, 7 pm
Jan 30th: Annual Congregational Meeting, 12:15 pm
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JANUARY 2022
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Jan 4th: Theology on Tap, 7 pm
Jan 5th: Blood Mobile, 2-7 pm
Jan 6th: Feast of The Epiphany, 7 pm
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Pastor’s Corner

Data & Info

An Epiphany About Love

Those Who Celebrate Their January Anniversaries

Pr. Chad Kyler
“For God so loved the world…” (John 3:16)

1, 2014 Frederick & Carol Happy
3, 1998 David & Donna Ptak
19, 1963 David & Gloria Potzler

I am always shocked whenever I discover that there are Christians
who struggle with the biblical message of God’s love for the entire
world. Some have even attempted to redefine the word “world” and the
word “love” so that it better fits their theology of who God actually
loves. Lutheran’s, myself included, stand amazed at this and rightly so.
God doesn’t just love me, or even the Church, He loves the entire world
and this is wonderfully Good News!
Epiphany is an especially poignant time to reiterate God’s love for
the world. During this season which begins January 6th we recall the
journey of the wise men (or kings as in the hymn calls them) from east to
Bethlehem to visit the young child Jesus who was probably about 3 years
old by then. The account of their visit is found only in Matthew’s Gospel.
There they are not given names, or nationalities, but based on what Matthew does tell us and some information gathered from Church tradition,
and history we can make some good assumptions about who they were.
Matthew 2:1 says “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea
in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to
Jerusalem…” They’ve been called magi, kings, and wise men. The Greek
word magi indicates that these men were astrologers and interpreters of
omens. Most likely then they were advisors to the king they represented.
As such their responsibilities included reading the stars, and a host of
other “wisdom-seeking” work. Some early church traditions say there
were twelve. Traditionally however we only honor three, because three
very significant gifts were offered by them. Over time the Church has
also given them names, which are Melchior, Caspar, and Balthasar.
While many have posited that they came from Persia, India, or Africa,
due to the gifts they gave it is more likely that they came from Israel’s
neighbor Arabia. In any case they were not Jewish, and that is why they
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8 years
24 years
59 years

Official Acts
Funeral Service of Elijah Lee Stahl, November 30, 2021, officiated by Pastor
Dan Stahl
Funeral Service of Monica Kelkenberg, December 22, 2021, officiated by Pastor
Dan Stahl

Church Contacts
Pastor: Chad Kyler

716.652.9197
980.330.2725 (cell)
ckyler@saintpaulschurch.com
Office Hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 1-4:30
Associate Pastor: Dan Stahl
716.861.2706
Church Secretary & Calendar Questions: Chantal Riehle
716.984.0049
Choir Director: Bob Posenjak
716.698.5363
President: Bob Riehle
716.912.0249
Sunday School Superintendent: Kirsten Chase
716.870.0533
kmc4kids@aol.com
Youth Directors: Jon & Cassie McGee
716.697.8283
Church e-mail: office@saintpaulschurch.com
Web Site: www.saintpaulschurch.com
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Congregational

are important to us for remembering that God loves the whole world.

Building Fund
Mr. Gary Benson— “This is my command: Love each other” ~ John $40.00
15:17
Mr. & Mrs. James Brooks Jr.

$20.00

Mr. Gerard Nowak—In loving memory of my beautiful wife, Betty.

$50.00

Mrs. James G. Hill

$100.00

The Haas Family—in memory of Ed & Joan Milller and Lisa Smithbauer. We miss you dearly.

$50.00

Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas to Pastor Chad & the
congregation—from Stephanie Gruarin & Brian Haas
Mr. & Mrs. Schroeder—In loving memory of Gabriel Paul McGee

$100.00

Mr. & Mrs. Schroeder—In loving memory of Spuddy Stewart who

$50.00

Anonymous

$2.00

Sandy Morgante—To wish all our family and friends a blessed
Christmas

$120.00

December Totals

$482.00

Monthly Stats
Church

Attendance Offering

Sunday

2020

Sunday School

2021

Need

11/21/21

87

$4,472

$1,076.00 $150.00

19

11/28/21

82

$4,472 $2,297.00 $1,835.00 $565.00

21

$10.00

12/5/21

63

$4,472

21

$125.00

12/12/21

74

$4,472 $4,587.00 $1,553.00 $1,290.00

23

$165.00

12/19/21

89

$4,472 $962.00

23
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2020

2021

Mail-In

$4,317.00 $650.00

$1,850.00 $150.00

2020

2021 Offering

Jesus was born to Jewish parents, in the Jewish land of Judea, as
the Jewish Messiah but the salvation He brought was not for the Jews
only. In Isaiah 49:6 God says to the future Messiah “It is too light a
thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and
to bring back the preserved of Israel: I will make you as a light for the
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” God’s intention from the beginning was to bring His love and salvation to all
people regardless of nation, tribe, or language. The wise men represent
this truth to us well. Coming from a non-Jewish kingdom to worship
the newborn king of the Jews symbolically points us to the truth of Isaiah’s prophetic words. God’s salvation shall reach out to all the earth!
What does this mean for us today? Well in the first place it serves as a
reminder to confirm for us that God does indeed love us even if we are
not physically descended from the tribes of Israel. It also serves as a
reminder to us that we as members of the Church (the “new” Israel; Romans 9-11) are not to think that God only loves us Christians and no
one else. Still today God longs for the whole world to believe in His
Messiah Jesus, and He spreads His love to the world through us as we
preach the Gospel and engage our neighbors in a spirit of gentleness
and truth.
So during this joyous season of Epiphany, as the new secular year
begins, let’s each make an effort to share the fact that God does love the
entire world with someone we know. Let us do so in full confidence
that God’s Spirit will go with us giving us the words to say. Who
knows, maybe through our sharing this truth God might bring yet another “wise” man or woman into His family.
“For God so loved the world…” and we should too! Amen.
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Upcoming News & Events

FISH OF EAST AURORA…

St. Paul’s T-Shirt Sale !!!

Thank you so much for the much needed food and the
holiday turkeys. FISH is truly a blessing in many ways to
those in need in our community. Normally we give out between 3,000-7,000 lbs. of food each MONTH.
I personally see all the food that comes in and all the food that is given out.
We have many very dedicated volunteers and it is a lot of work, but the fellowship that goes on is so rewarding. The clients are very appreciative.
The food for January is TUNA. We give out about 250 cans of tuna EACH
MONTH. We have found that we are very low on 64 oz. 100% juice. We have
bought juice from TOPS for our clients the past 2 months. FeedMore of WNY
had been sending plenty of juice for years but has stopped the past 3 months.
We are hoping they resume supplying juice, but we don’t know when. Thank
you so much for your continued support. Your giving is truly appreciated.

Shirts are $13 each or 2 for $25

All proceeds benefit the Youth Group Fund.
Sale Begins next Sunday 10/24 until Supplies last.
Available Sizes: Adult S - 3XL
By Cash or Check only made payable to ‘St. Paul’s
Youth Group’

Annual Congregational Meeting
Jan 30th, after second service
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Ways to Serve Our Community

The Monthly Star

BLOOD MOBILE

Gloria Potzler

Jan 5th/March 2nd/May 4th
Appointments to donate blood can be made at
www.redcross.org
The Bloodmobile continues to be a huge success!
A big thank you to all who helped make this possible.
The next blood drive is January 5th, donors must preregister online at www.redcross.org or by calling 716481-5214. We will be serving homemade soup and
pie to all who come to donate blood. Hope to see
you all there.
As UB HEALS continues to serve the needs
of the homeless we are collecting sanitizer,
gloves, masks and new socks. We are also continuing to collect gift cards for Tim Horton’s,
McDonald’s and Burger King. Donations can
be placed in the blue basket located in the community room. There is also a container for
monetary donations on the information table in
the community room. Please contact Liz Stewart at 716-671-2338
for more information.
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Now Is The Time To Pray
JESUS is a life-line for a tired soul, an exhausted mind, and a broken heart. Call out to Him in prayer.
Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer we ask that you would
touch those in need of healing; give them comfort and peace, and help them to
accept your perfect will no matter what the outcome may be. We pray for the
following: Dave, Bonnie, Thelma, Ron, Mike, Liz, Mary Jean, Linn, Bob, Roger,
Maria, Trynal, Patty, Tom, Pat, Michael, Jim, Mary, Larry, Donna, Chuck, Barb,
Scott, Pam, Carolyn, Daniel, Cassie, Charlotte and others AMEN!
Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never
to leave us nor forsake us but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those
who are homebound the comfort of your presence. May you grant them today
an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give them strength in prayer, knowing
that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May
your Word fill them with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell,
Diane Hawk.
Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the
dark shadow of this fallen would cause us to experience many difficulties in this
life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our strength in your one and only Son,
Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and resurrection. Help
those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray
for: Struggling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the
incarcerated, many who struggle with addiction, those who grieve the loss of
a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce, those who suffer
relentless physical pain…
Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the
leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy
leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You
faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN!
Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your
almighty arm to strengthen and protect those who serve in the armed forces.
Support them in times of war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil,
giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all things they may serve with
integrity and honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: Andrea Solomon, Brad Hedgecorth, Thomas Stynes… (if your family member has been
omitted please contact the church office.)
Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your
people, that they may more diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors,
through the message of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Send forth a mighty
call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of
speech, and power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel
so that many forsake sin and return unto you. And so bless and favor the work
of your people, that multitudes may be brought from the bondage of evil into
the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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More Days to Sing His Praise!
The Lutheran Service Book lists these principal feasts/festivals of Christ as being especially important to the life of the church, therefore this year we are
adding theses dates and observances to our worship calendar:
• January 6—Epiphany
• February 2—Purification of Mary/Presentation of our Lord
• March 25—Annunciation of our Lord
• May 26—Ascension of our Lord
• May 31—the Visitation
• June 24—Nativity of John the Baptist
• June 29—St. Peter & St. Paul (church name day)
• September 18—St. Luke the Physician (annual healing service)
• September 29—St. Michael and All Angels
It is our hope that you will join us for as many of these dates as you can to
worship God through Christ our Lord

The Church Year
Feast day’s & commemorations for the month of January
Feast Days
1 — Circumcision and Name of Jesus
18 — The Confession of St. Peter
24 — St. Timothy, Pastor and Confessor
25 — The Conversion of St. Paul
26 — St. Titus, Pastor and Confessor
Commemorations
2 — J. K. Wilhelm Loehe, Pastor
10 — Basil the Great of Caesarea, Gregory of Nazianzus, and
Gregory of Nyssa, Pastors and Confessors
20 — Sarah
27 — John Chrysostom, Preacher
Seasons: Christmas/Epiphany
Liturgical color: White/Green
Special Services this month: Thursday, January 6th, Feast of the
Epiphany – 7PM, We will gather for coffee and Epiphany Cake
following the service.
January 2022
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St. Paul’s Ministry News

LCMC Update
Presently (as of 12/18/2021):

Stephen Ministry
Cancer—Now What?
Cancer—Now What? is a book to give to those
with cancer and their loved ones, providing useful information and practical ideas for dealing with the wide range
of medical, emotional, relational, and spiritual challenges that cancer brings. With 74 concise chapters organized into 12 topical
parts, people can read the book from beginning to end or directly
to whatever chapters address their needs at any given time.
Cancer—Now What? draws on the experiences and insights Dr.
Kenneth C. Haugk gained as he walked alongside his wife, Joan,
during her battle with cancer. It then builds on that foundation
through extensive research conducted with over 3,500 cancer survivors, loved ones, and medical professionals. The book is written
in a warm, conversational style, encouraging and empowering
readers throughout their journey.
Giving this book to those facing cancer
is a powerful, meaningful way to offer
tangible care and support during a difficult time. People who give the book
include friends, relatives, pastors and
church staff, oncologists and other
medical professionals, business professionals, and many others. Each copy of
Cancer—Now What? includes a Quick
Tips card, which offers suggestions for
how readers might use the book.

Next Annual Gathering:

Total Congregations: 971
U.S. Congregations: 786
States Represented: 42
Countries Represented: 15

LCMC 22nd Annual Gathering &
Convention
October 2-5, 2022 | Hosanna Church | Lakeville, MN

Statement of Faith
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ’s Annual Gathering is a four-day event featuring keynote speakers, worship
and Bible study, breakout sessions, vendors and plenty of opportunities for fellowship and networking. Whether you’re
new to LCMC, just checking us out for the first time, or a longtime member looking to make new friends and reunite with
old ones, the Annual Gathering is the place to be if you're
looking to get inspired, get informed, get trained & equipped
and get connected with other LCMC-ers!

Thank you to my Beautiful Church Family, For
everything you came forward with and helping me during
my recent stroke. God Bless You All!!

Love, Liz Stewart

If you know of someone who could use this books contact:
Dan Stahl (716-655-3349) or Sue Cox (716-652-6835)
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Benevolence Showcase

Mission, Vision and Values

Men’s Ministry
The men of Saint Paul’s
meet on the second Saturday of every month at 7 AM,
at the church for breakfast,
good fellowship and great discussions. Bring your Bible
and join us in a relaxed atmosphere as breakfast is shared along with God’s
Word.

Our Mission Statement
Buffalo City Mission exists to meet the spiritual and practical needs of
the poor through the demonstration of the love and preaching of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Women of the Word

We believe that everyone is redeemable by god’s love.
Buffalo City Mission believes that everyone deserves a second chance in
life.
We believe that people can change. That no one is “too far gone.” That
God freely gives us grace, love and countless second chances. That’s because we see amazing transformations every day!
Our heart is for helping our neighbors who have been trapped in destructive patterns of homelessness, addiction or abuse. Giving them the
support and strength to break free through the grace of God.
Join our mission to alleviate homelessness by restoring people’s hope
and dignity – and help them live a life of meaning and purpose again.

Our Purpose
The purpose of Buffalo City Mission is to proclaim and demonstrate the
life-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ, meeting the spiritual, physical, and
emotional needs of men, women and children who are homeless or in
need of hope.

We finished off a Covid year by having our Annual
Christmas Party. Thank you to all who came and enjoyed a lovely evening. The White Elephant gift exchange is always a blast. There is always that 1 item
that everyone wants. Looking forward to many more
parties ahead of us.
See everyone in the New Year when hopefully we
can get back to our normal activities (women's luncheon, basket sale). Our next meeting will be January
17th @ 7 pm. We are always looking for more women
to join.
Faithfully submitted by Kim Christensen

Join them to help make an impact in the life of
someone today.
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Minutes

Youth of St. Paul’s
What’s Happening at Sunday School?

life, and not something that we do in our spare time; it is our way of life.
Our devotion was from HomeWord titled “For Unto us a Child is Born” which
was based on Isaiah 9:6 ; For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. We celebrate
Christmas as the coming of Jesus, the Son of God, whom the Scriptures say will
reign forever and ever. Amen.

So many things are happening at Sunday School… I want to thank Laurie
Kyler for an awesome Polar Express Party! Twenty children enjoyed the festivities! Laurie and I would like to thank all those who helped. A special thank
you to the young mothers who came out to help; thank you Chantal, Brandi
and Denine!!
A huge thank you to Kim Christensen for directing our Christmas Pageant
once again!! Thank you Mary Jean Penksa and Morgan Christensen for
providing the music! Thank you to our bakers and all who contributed to this
special evening! The collection that evening went to Jon and Cassie McGee.
The pageant was dedicated in memory of Gabriel Paul McGee. The children
were a blessing to all!
In January we will continue to pray, care and share! I was stumped for a
new idea and texted Chantal. She said that for her children’s birthday parties,
in lieu of gifts they collect crayon and coloring books for the children at Oishei
Children’s Hospital. What a beautiful act of giving!! I called Oishei; they have
a Child Life Department that provides small gifts for the children in their excellent care.
Some gift ideas are: Crayola Washable Markers, Crayola Crayons, Coloring Books, Barbie Dolls, Super Hero Action Figures, Fisher Price Musical Toys,
F.P. Little People, Princess dolls, small Lego sets, Sports Team Shirts and
Hats, Bath and Body items, Baby Rattles and Baby Pacifiers. Items must be
new.
Oishei hospital is near and dear to our hearts as Charlotte McGee is
there. Let’s show the people at Oishei that Charlotte’s church family can pray,
care and share!
If you want more information you can go to: www.ochbuffalo.org. Once
on the website, go to: Care & Treatment. Then look under C and select Child
Life Department. Check out the Toy Department and Gift Registry

Dan then read an article from 1517 titled “Implications of the Incarnation: God
Confirms His Sacramental Gifts” by Kelsi Klembaras. Without the incarnation,
there are no gifts for us in the now, and therefore, there is also no hope in the
tension of the now and not yet. No real hope anyway, for all we can rely on is a
theoretical hope in a God without sure promises. In my opinion, such hope isn’t
worth much especially in light of the overwhelming realities of our daily lives –
those that pit themselves against the hope we have in Christ and therefore remain reliant on our own abilities and efforts. If you find yourself overwhelmed
by the tensions of this season - remember that Christ himself instituted the particularity of the Sacraments for just a time as this in order to keep us grounded
in the truth and reality that overcomes any reality of pain and brokenness, of
sin and death. Even as we await his return, we are comforted by the fact that
we are already united with him, we have been given his holiness – a complete
transfusion of blood which brings us from death into new life.
We spent the rest of the meeting reviewing and updating the Care & Prayer report and praying for all of those on it.
Dan closed in prayer at 9:45.

Next Meeting: 1/15/2022 at 9:00

Elders’s Meeting
The December Elder’s Meeting was cancelled. Next Meeting is January 1st.

Questions – please call me: Kirsten at 870-0533
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Youth of St. Paul’s

Meetings &
Trustee Meeting Minutes

December 14, 2021

Present: Mark Belz, Ken Cox, Donna Ptak, Gloria Potzler, Robert Riehle Judy
Stahl, Maria Schultz

Have you made God smile
today? Pray for A Child!
May the Lord’s great love bless you always!
Greetings and Happy New Year from Sunday School!

Robert opened the meeting with a prayer followed by words of inspiration
from Donna.
Treasurer's Report-distributed and reviewed

Do you know that the Christmas season is 40 days long? It begins on Christmas
day and continues past Epiphany on January 6 to Candlemas on February 2. Candlemas is a Christian festival held on February 2 to commemorate the purification of

Audit report came in needs filing away.
Unfinished Business:
Upgrade Bell System-Ken will be picking up the software and download it so
that we will have music before the holydays
Parsonage basement entrance - Thanks to Eric Barkey; job well done!
TV monitor-Ken will pick up the replacement TV monitor (85”) for the front of
the church for now.
New Business: Siding needs repair on the south side of the gym. Tom Stynes
will tackle the job.
We discussed some compensation for all of Tom's work.
Gloria closed the meeting with a prayer.

Submitted by Maria Schultz

Deacons Meeting Minutes

December 18, 2021

In attendance: Mary Barkey, and Pastor Dan
Pastor Dan opened with prayer at 9:05
Or mission statement:
St. Paul’s Deacon’s have been called into service to help meet the caring
needs of God’s children both within our congregation and within our community. We see this service as the rent we pay for being, our very purpose in this
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We pray that 2022 will be filled with blessings
and thankfulness. St. Paul’s church has so much to
be thankful for; we are truly blessed!!
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the Virgin Mary and the presentation of Christ in the Temple.
So this year let’s take time to enjoy the whole Christmas season. Keep your
Nativity scenes set up. Keep your Christmas cards out and re-read them! The following poem is from my favorite card this year:
Jesus
He came not to a throne, but to a manger. He lived not as a king, but as a servant.
He chose not a kingdom, but a cross. He gave not just a little, but everything.
Written By Holley Gerth

In 2022 let us all try to be more like Jesus. Let us be servants to others, put the
cross first, and not just give a little… but give as much as we humanly can. The Sunday
School students have been giving since September. In January we will collect coloring
books and crayons for the children at Oishei Hospital. Charlotte McGee is at Oishei
Children’s Hospital, so this is very near to our hearts.
When we give of ourselves it makes God smile. When we pray for each other He
smiles too!
Please join me as I pray for our 5th and 6th grade class and their teachers, Mrs.
Barb and Mrs. Maria. Lord, Jesus we bring before you today Walker Cole, Faith Davis,
William Kyler, Michaela Leitzan, Elizabeth Moore, Emmett Ragudos, Alexander Rotino and Emitte Schinzel. Jesus, please be with them and all our children. Guide and
protect them please. We pray that they will always put You first! We pray that our
children stay close to You and Your love always!
Creator God, we also keep Charlotte McGee in constant prayer. Please strengthen her as she grows. Guide her doctors and nurses and keep her safe in the care of
those whom You have called to heal! Thank you for all the doctors, nurses, medical
worker whom you have called to heal us!! We thank you and praise your Holy Name.
Amen!
Faithfully submitted by Kirsten Chase
January 2022

Page 9

January 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you
may abound in hope.” ~ Romans 15:13

2

3

8:00 am Elder’s Mtg.
10:00 am Knitting

4

5
10:00am Prayer Grp.

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

2-7pm
7pm Blood Mobile

9:45 Sunday School
7 pm Theology on Tap
9
8:15 and 11:00am
Service

10

11

9:45 Sunday School
6:00 pm Luther League
Meeting

16

7:00 pm Church
Council Mtg.
17

18

8:15 and 11:00am
Service
9:45 Sunday School
7 pm Women’s Mtg
23
8:15 and 11:00am
Service
9:45 Sunday School

24

30
8:15 and 11:00am
Service
9:45 Sunday School
12:15 Annual Mtg.

31
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25

Saturday

6

7

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

6:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

7:00 pm Feast of The
Epiphany

12
10:00am Prayer
Group

13

8
7:00 am Men’s
Breakfast
10:00 am Knitting

14

15
9 am Deacon’s Meeting
10:00 am Knitting

6:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
7:00 pm Sunday
School Teachers Mtg.
19
10:00am Prayer
Group

20

6:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

26

27

21

22
10:00 am Knitting

10:00am Prayer
Group

28

29
10:00 am Knitting

6:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
The Monthly Star

January 2022

Page 11

