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In God We Trust

STAR ARTICLES are due by the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Please e-mail articles, corrections, updates or address changes to
Chantal Riehle at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com or
call her at 716-984-0049.

Aug 3rd: Theology on Tap, 7 pm
Aug 3rd, 17th, 24th, 31st: The Chosen, 7 pm
Aug 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th: Summer Institute Class,
6:30 pm
Aug 9th-12th: Ark Encounter Trip
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Pastor’s Corner

Data & Info

God’s Providence

Those Who Celebrate Their August Anniversaries

Pr. Chad Kyler
“…I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” My times are in
your hand…” Psalm 31:14-15a
What does this mean? What doesn't it mean?
It means that Christians are not fatalists. At least we should not be.
Fatalism has been defined as "the belief that all events are predetermined and therefore inevitable."
Christians do however believe in providence. At least we should.
And there is a big, big difference between fatalism and providence.
What is providence? Providence has been defined as "God's superintending activity over human actions and human history, bringing creation
to its divinely determined goal."
At first, it can seem like fatalism and providence are two sides of the
same coin, a distinction without a real difference. However, we are not
robots programmed by God to do his bidding. We are also not puppets
who jump and move as God pulls our invisible strings from above.
To be sure God is omniscient. He is all-knowing. Consider the following declaration, once again from the psalms: “Before a word is on my
tongue You know it completely, O LORD. You hem me in, behind and
before; you have laid your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.”
What David declared is key. God is in ultimate control of all things,
and all events. As Jesus himself declared, not a sparrow falls to the
ground "apart from the will of your Father." God permits some things to
happen. He wills others to happen. Understanding this difference is too
wonderful for us; it is too lofty for us to attain.
The providence of God is one of the trickiest areas of Biblical theology. If God is in ultimate control of all things and all events, what say do
we really have in anything? Do our decisions and actions even matter?
The Lutheran answer is yes to both questions because this is the Biblical answer. God is in ultimate control over our lives and our destinies.
And yet, our actions and decisions still matter. According to a Portuguese
proverb, God writes straight with a crooked line. His ultimate plan for
creation will be achieved. It will be achieved whether we want it to be or
not. God's ultimate plan takes into account human decisions and actions,
even when they run contrary to his will. He takes our crooked lines and
makes them work straight toward his ultimate goal of establishing a new
heaven and a new earth, the home where righteousness dwells; the place
where he will dwell with all of his people. This is why God sent his Son
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1, 1964 Paul & Marilyn Mausteller
2, 2003 John & Kim Christensen
4, 2006 Frank & Kim Puma
5, 2000 James & Maureen Schinzel
6, 1995 Robert & Meribeth Bajak
8, 1998 John & Cammie Schelble
9, 2008 Michael & Heather Eusanio
11, 1979 Steve & Debra Dechert
14, 2010 Al & Fran Kaefer
15, 1981 Robert & Jill Mariea
17, 2001 Jay & Lisa Kingston
17, 2007 Vince & Erin Hammell
19, 1972 Robert & Joyce Transki
20, 1966 Rev. Donald & Carolyn Francis
21, 1982 Ken & Sue Cox
22, 1987 Dan & Patty Schinzel
23, 1975 Steve & Nancy White
24, 2002 Robert & Ann Adams
25, 2007 Daniel & Pamela Fusco
26, 1989 Wade & Connie Richards

57 years
18 years
15 years
21 years
26 years
23 years
13 years
42 years
11 years
40 years
20 years
14 years
49 years
55 years
39 years
34 years
46 years
19 years
14 years
32 years

Church Contacts
Pastor: Chad Kyler

716.652.9197
980.330.2725 (cell)
Pastor.ckyler@gmail.com

Office Hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 1-4:30
Associate Pastor: Dan Stahl
716.861.2706
Church Secretary & Calendar Questions: Chantal Riehle
716.984.0049
Choir Director: Bob Posenjak
716.698.5363
President: Bob Riehle
716.912.0249
Sunday School Superintendent: Marsha Welshans
Youth Directors: Jon & Cassie McGee
716.697.8283
Church e-mail: office@saintpaulschurch.com
Web Site: www.saintpaulschurch.com
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Congregational
Building Fund
Mr. Gary Benson— “It is true that God helps those who help them- $40.00
selves. But He also helps those who are helpless” - From SITD
Mr. Timothy Francis—Thank you Brook Rigging

$80.00

Liz Stewart—In loving memory of my one and only Colin.

$25.00

The family of Darlene Wittenrich—In memory of Darlene. Much
loved and dearly missed.

$50.00

Joseph Canaski

$100.00

Mr. & Mrs. James Brooks Jr.

$20.00

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stoddart—In honor of Tegan’s & Nathan’s
birthdays.

$100.00

July Totals

$415.00

Official Acts
Graveside service of Florence Kurgan, June 29, 2021, officiated by Rev. Donald R. Francis
Wedding of Michael Beal & Amie Lynn Gray, July 10, 2021, officiated by Rev.
Donald R Francis
Baptism of Millie Haas, July 25th, 2021, officiated by Pastor Chad Kyler
Baptism of Beckett Haas, July 25th, 2021, officiated by Pastor Chad Kyler

Monthly Stats
Church

Attendance Offering

Sunday School

Sunday

2020

2021

Need

6/27/21

56

76

$4,472 $2,488.00 $1,221.00 $600.00

7/4/21

77

69

$4,472 $2,865.00 $3,395.00 $540.00

7/11/21

92

97

$4,472 $2,034.00 $3,187.00 $330.00

7/18/21

68

87

$4,472 $1,937.00 $1,268.00 $600.00

2020

2021

Mail-In

2020

2021 Offering

27

$5.00

36

$140.00

** Attendance not recorded or only at one service
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to Bethlehem's manger. This is why Jesus hung on Calvary's cross. It
was, as we confess in the Nicene Creed, for our sakes and for our salvation.
As I think about the providence of God, there are two prime Biblical examples that come to mind. The first is the life of Joseph (Genesis
37 – 50). The second is that of Ruth. As a matter of fact, the behind-thescenes providence of God is at work from beginning to end in the book
that bears Ruth’s name.
God's providence is for our good. As I think about this great, but
mysterious, doctrine a beloved hymn comes to mind: Children of the
Heavenly Father. For me, the final stanza wonderfully encapsulates the
Biblical doctrine of providence:
“Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne'er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely To preserve them pure and holy.”
Like David of old, we can trust that our times are indeed in God’s
hand. Nothing can snatch us from his grasp. This is good news, come
what may. We can trust the promises found in the Word of God: And
we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose….What, then, shall
we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he
not also, along with him, graciously give all things? (Romans 8:28-32).
Thanks be to God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

The Church Year
Feast day’s & commemorations for the month of August
Feast Days
15 — St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord
24 — St. Bartholomew, Apostle
29 — The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist
Commemorations
3 — Joanna, Mary, and Salome, Myrrhbearers
10 — Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr
16 — Isaac
17 — Johann Gerhard, Theologian
19 — Bernard of Clairvaux, Hymnwriter and Theologian
20 — Samuel
27 — Monica, Mother of Augustine
28 — Augustine of Hippo, Pastor and Theologian
Liturgical season: Pentecost
Liturgical color: Green
August 2021
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Upcoming News & Events

FISH OF EAST AURORA…

St. Paul’s Flea Market
September 10-11, Friday 9-3 and Saturday 9-2
Food and goodies will be served in addition to the flea market, so
please come, shop and serve!

The food for the month of August is HOT CEREAL- Large
containers of oatmeal, cream of wheat or boxes of oatmeal
packets. We give hot cereal out when we have enough of
to give out to all families. More of this is given out during
the colder months.
We are now accepting clothing, linens and small kitchen
items. Food and clothing may be dropped off on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:3012:30 or on the first Saturday of the month from 10:00-12:00. Food can also be
dropped off in the FISH box in the narthex of the church. Our clients are now coming into the building for food and clothing.
Thank you for your continued support. Sue Cox

Help is needed to set up for the
event. Please contact Joan
Brooks with any questions.
Donations can be dropped off at
the church, please no books or
electronics.

St. Paul’s Summer Institute.
Wednesday’s at 6:30 pm. July 14thAugust 25th.
This summers course:
Lutheranism 101
Explore the basics of Lutheran theology by digging into
the history of Lutheranism and making connections
between what Lutherans believe and what they do.
What you'll learn about from the Bible:
• God and His Son
• Faith and Belief
• Heaven and Hell
• Church and Fellowship
• Sin and Forgiveness
• and much more!
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BLOOD MOBILE

Gloria Potzler

Sept 1st/Nov 3rd/January 5th
Appointments to donate blood can be made at
www.redcross.org
The Bloodmobile continues to be a huge
success! A big thank you to all who helped
make this possible. The next blood drive is July
7th, donors must preregister online
at www.redcross.org or by calling 716-4815214. We will be serving homemade soup and
pie to all who come to donate blood. Hope to
see you all there.
As UB HEALS continues to serve the needs of
the homeless we are collecting sanitizer, gloves,
masks and new socks. We are also continuing to
collect gift cards for Tim Horton’s, McDonald’s
and Burger King. Donations can be placed in the
blue basket located in the community room.
There is also a container for monetary donations
on the information table in the community room.
Please contact Liz Stewart at 716-671-2338 for more information.
August 2021
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Now Is The Time To Pray

Would you like to help support the Men’s Ministry at St Paul’s and at
the same time clean up around your property and community?

JESUS is a life-line for a tired soul, an exhausted mind, and a broken heart. Call out to Him in prayer.
Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer we ask that you would
touch those in need of healing; give them comfort and peace, and help them to
accept your perfect will no matter what the outcome may be. We pray for the
following: Dave, Bonnie, Thelma, Ron, Mike, Kay, Liz, Mary Jean, Linn, Bob,
Roger, Maria, Trynal, Patty, Tom, Pat, Michael, Jim, Mary, Milt, Larry, Donna,
Chuck, Barb, Scott, Pam, Gary, Kevin and others AMEN!
Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never
to leave us nor forsake us but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those
who are homebound the comfort of your presence. May you grant them today
an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give them strength in prayer, knowing
that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May
your Word fill them with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell,
Arlene Koch, Diane Hawk.
Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the
dark shadow of this fallen would cause us to experience many difficulties in this
life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our strength in your one and only Son,
Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and resurrection. Help
those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray
for: Struggling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the
incarcerated, many who struggle with addiction, those who grieve the loss of
a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce, those who suffer
relentless physical pain…
Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the
leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy
leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You
faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN!

We’re back….. we could use your scrap metal,
lead batteries etc…
What:

----- SCRAP METAL AND CAR BATTERY RECYCLE DRIVE ---

When : Saturday October 16th (Tentative) 8:00 am to 3:00 pm … (Please
do not bring anything down to the church on the list below before October 11th.)
(Unfortunately, we have no place to store it)
Where: St. Paul’s Church- 53 Falls Rd . West Falls

The types of materials we can take in to be recycled are: (basically anything
made of metal or rectangular batteries)

•

#1 Copper (clean, no solder or paint), #2 Copper (has solder or paint, Sheet
Copper (gutters, roofing), Low grade insulated wire (appliance cords-plugs
snipped off)
• Computer wire or any copper wire, Electric motors, Yellow Brass , Sheet
Aluminum (for example: window frames) Cast Aluminum , Aluminum
siding, Aluminum wheel rims, Stainless steel
•
Car batteries, Lead, ----- Sheet Iron - (washers, dryers, refrigerators, bicycles, wheel rims, bed frames, etc….)
If you have any questions or would like to volunteer to help with this
please call Ken Cox at 652-6835 and leave a message or check out the church
website for more details.
We thank you in advance for your support and participation in this
project. This is always a good fellowship time plus we’re being good stewards in the process! Help us keep this stuff out of the landfills!

Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your
almighty arm to strengthen and protect those who serve in the armed forces.
Support them in times of war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil,
giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all things they may serve with
integrity and honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: Andrea Solomon, Brad Hedgecorth, Thomas Stynes… (if your family member has been
omitted please contact the church office.)
Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your
people, that they may more diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors,
through the message of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Send forth a mighty
call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of
speech, and power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel
so that many forsake sin and return unto you. And so bless and favor the work
of your people, that multitudes may be brought from the bondage of evil into
the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Knitters Club Invites All Persons Who:
Knit, crochet, embroideries, tatters, needle
point, latch hock, loom knitters, punch needle,
quilting, plastic canvas, macrame. We Meet
on Saturdays at 10-12 noon.
August 2021
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LCMC Update

Christian Failures
Christian failures are going to walk into heaven, be welcomed into
heaven, leap into heaven like a calf leaping out of its stall, laughing and
laughing as if it’s all too good to be true. It isn’t just that we failures will get
in, it’s that we will probably get in like that. We failures in living the Christian life, as described in the Bible, will probably say something like, ‘You
mean it really was that simple? Just Christ’s cross and blood? Just his righteousness imputed to my account as if it were mine? You’ve gotta be kidding! And all of heaven is ours just because of what was done by Jesus outside of me not in me, on the cross and not in my heart, not in my Christian
living, not in my ethics and my behavior? Well, I’ll be damned!’
But of course that’s the real point isn’t it? As a believer in Jesus as your
substitute, you won’t be damned. No believer in Jesus will ever be. Not a
single one. As C.S. Lewis put it, there are going to be a lot of surprises at the
eschaton. There are going to be in heaven believers in Jesus who have never darkened the door of a church. . . There are going to be scads of Roman
Catholics… people of all sorts who just believed in Jesus and his blood shed
for their sin as complete payment. There are going to be call girls, drug dealers. . . There might even be a despicable socialist college professor or two. .
. There might even be a theologian or two. . . cowards, scum, jerks, deadbeat dads, murderers, all sorts of rabble. And they died believing in Jesus as
their only hope.
-Rod Rosenbladt, former Professor of Theology at Concordia University Irvine in California.
Getting mixed messages on Christian radio?
Don't settle for the local channels in our area. It's
easy to get consistently biblical and confessionally
faithful Lutheran Christian radio streamed into
your home, car, or on your phone.

Presently (as of 7/17/2021):

21st Annual Gathering
and Convention

Total Congregations: 959
U.S. Congregations: 773
States Represented: 42
Countries Represented: 15

“Speak It, Live It, Share It” is the theme of our 21st Annual
Gathering & Convention, which will take place October 3-6,
2021 at Upper Arlington Lutheran Church in Hilliard, OH, and
registration is officially open!
FELLOWSHIP + NETWORKING:
•

FELLOWSHIP DINNER: Get connected with one of our fellowship groups, or just
join a general group of people for dinner on Monday at 6:00 P.M. Reserved seating will
be available for the groups listed on your registration form, so please let us know if you
would like to sit with a particular group so we can save you a seat. Tickets for this optional activity are $30 per person.

•

DISTRICT MEETINGS: Interested in learning more or getting connected with one of
our districts? Meetings for the various districts within LCMC will take place on Monday
evening at 7:15 P.M. To learn more about the districts in LCMC.

•

FELLOWSHIP MEET-UPS: Reserved seating will be available during dessert on Sunday evening for seminarians and church planters who would like to connect for a time
of fellowship.

•

VENDOR AREA: Connect with dozens of mission and ministry organizations in our
vendor area.

On your Alexa or Google device just say "Hey
Google" or "Alexa" play Lutheran Public Radio, or
play KFUO radio. You can also download an app
for your Android and Apple devices to listen to on the go. Available at these
links:
KFUO Radio https://www.kfuo.org/mobile-app/

REGISTRATION IS OPEN NOW, SO IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING TO REPRESENT ST.PAUL’S, PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR CHAD OR
PASTOR DAN.

***We have funds for two lay delegates to attend this***
years LCMC annual gathering. If you’re interested please let
Bob Riehle or Ken Cox know.

LPR https://lutheranpublicradio.org/
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Benevolence Showcase

Communion of saints

The Reformed Lutheran Church of Rwanda
The RLCR is a new mission partner this year. The denomination was
founded by Pastor Jean Claude Maniragaba (a graduate of Westminster
Theological College and Seminary in Uganda) in 2011 and has been a
registered legal church since 2014. The denomination has 6 pastors, and
11 evangelists serving over 400 people in 10 congregations in this eastern
African nation.

In addition to establishing a confessional Lutheran presence in the
districts of Nyagatare and Gatsibo the RCLR also has a ministry working
with orphans in Rukomo funding school supplies for them and encouraging church attendance.

St. Paul’s first “Communion of Saints” brought all in attendance together as we remembered loved ones in Heaven and on Earth. The
beautiful opening prayer, devotion on Heaven, and roll call od loved
ones names were solemn as Marley Becker, in full tartan, piped hymns:
Amazing Grace, Going Home & The hillsof Argyle.
A ship’s bell sounded for each name as their photo was lifted to
share with all. After the final benediction and bagpipe hymn, refreshments and fellowship was enjoyed under the tents.

Rev. Maniragaba attended the LCMC annual gathering in 2019
where our lay delegates Bonnie Stoddart and Claudia Strickland were
able to meet him and learn a little about his church. The LCMC has vetted and approved the Reformed Lutheran Church of Rwanda for missions
support.

Pastor Emeritus Celebration for Rev. Donald R. Francis
According to historical knowledge, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church took it’s
first step in becoming a Christian Congregation on November 15, 1891.
Faithful pastors have preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the last 130
years. On August 29, 2021, St. Paul’s will bestow the prestigious title of
“Pastor Emeritus” upon our former pastor Rev. Donald R. Francis, at the
8:15 am worship service with a celebratory “Coffee Hour” immediately following that service. Continued celebrations will be held at the home of Tim
Francis, 45 Deepwood Drive, East Aurora, New York, with the respective
help of his sister and brother-in-law , Christine and Tom Stynes. Beginning
at 2:00 pm. The entire congregation is invited. Supper will be provided
around 5:00 pm with swimming available as well. Of course, reservations
have to be made in order that ENOUGH BBQ chicken is ordered.
(Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided too). Again, everyone is invited.
Reservations to Tim, (716) 480-9272 or Chris at (716) 870-5385 are very
necessary. Your presence will declare the Glory of the Lord with thanksgiving for the preaching of the Word at St. Paul’s. Again, if you are reading this
article, you are certainly invited to come.
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Youth of St. Paul’s

Meetings &
Church Council Meeting Minutes

July 13, 2021

Present: Pastor Chad, John Christensen, Ken Cox, Gloria Potzler, Donna Ptak,
Robert Riehle, Barb Rotino, Liz Stewart, Paul Shank, Dan & Judy Stahl, Doug
Stoddart, Don Welshans, Judy Wieserner, Maria Schultz
7:05 p.m. Gloria opened the meeting with a prayer.
Bible Study was about the importance of prayer. “Seven times a day I praise
you for your righteous rules” - PS 119.164; also a handout from Small Catechism
explanation of the Lord’s Prayer.
Review of Council Minutes - in Monthly Star
Treasurer’s Report - Donna distributed June 2021 report, also Profit & Loss
Comparison Report. Benevolence check is not reflected on the report. It was
suggested to invite Brian Makey to Trustee meeting to make Thrivent report.
Sunday School Report - We are still in need of a Superintendent. Liz mentioned
that a “Call” Committee might be successful to get the leadership we need.
Trustee Report - in Monthly Star
Deacon’s Report - in Monthly Star
Elder’s Report - in Monthly Star
Stephen’s Ministry -Pastor Stahl reported that all’s well
Youth Ministry - members are visiting Harrisburg
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Photo Directory were distributed by e-mail; requests for hard copy are
coming in.
Steeple update - Ken reported that pick-up is Aug. 19th and then setting up
of the steeple will be coordinated.
Griffins Mills Heritage Date celebration - Allan Davis came by with updates
of the upcoming historical celebration (July 24, 2021), as well as a map of the
different activity’s location. Griffins Mills and St. Paul’s church ( baked goods
sale) are actively involved in this important event. Flyers will be distributed but
some additional sponsors are needed to offset expenses.
Flea Market is scheduled for Sept. 10th we are requesting to NOT DONATE
ELECTRONICS OR BOOKS and to not collect anything in the Fellowship Hall
( Gym or Storage sheds only to minimize the handling required.
Budget Meeting is also being scheduled; more information will be in Monthly
Star.
Pastor Chad reports that more postcards will be mailed out promoting church
visits. Facebook is also another way to reach out to potential members. Now
that Covid rules are relaxed, he has been able to do hospital visits.
Closing Prayer.
Submitted by Maria Schultz
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St. Paul’s Church is blessed
….once again.
Once again this spring, the Reverend Donald & Carolyn Francis Scholarship offered scholarships to those young members of St. Paul’s
Church who were accepted at a trade school or
college, or a student who was returning to an
accredited school.

Our church had two outstanding young people who won scholarships:
MaryAnn Schinzel plans on attending Daemen College in Amherst.
Congratulations MaryAnn—we’re so proud of you and your outstanding
achievements as a young Christian.
Nathan Stoddart likewise won a scholarship. He plans on attending
Alfred State College in Alfred, New York. Congratulations Nathan for being
such an outstanding Christian role model.
For us in the congregation, please continue to support, praise, and pray
for these two remarkable Christians. Once again, St. Paul’s Church is
blessed.

2021 Vacation Bible School—Making Tracks
We began each day with prayer, songs and skits in the gym. Then,
the children chugged along to their classrooms for their Bible lesson
with either Ms. Barb/Mr. Frank, Ms. Marian/Ms. Sue, Ms. Marsha/Ms.
Liz or Ms. Kim/Ms. Chantal. Ms. Patty who played Engineer Edna visited
the classrooms each day with a question for the students regarding
their Bible lesson.
Next, our students whistled their way to the community room or
outdoors. In the community room the children were able to make crafts
at Boxcar Builders with Ms. Gloria and then stopped by Caboose Cafe
for a delicious edible craft with Ms. Kirsten. Outside Sienna led the children in Bible theme games. VBS ended the day with songs and prayers.
We had 40+ children that attended VBS - Making Tracks. Thank you
to all those who made this year's VBS a HUGE success.
Blessings, Laurie Kyler, VBS Director
August 2021
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St. Paul’s Ministry News

Deacons Meeting Minutes

Stephen Ministry

July 17, 2021

In attendance: Barb Rotino, Bonnie Schroeder, and Pastor Dan
Or mission statement: St. Paul’s Deacon’s have been called into service to help
meet the caring needs of God’s children both within our congregation and within our community. We see this service as the rent we pay for being, our very
purpose in this life, and not something that we do in our spare time; it is our
way of life.

If you know of anyone who would be blessed by receiving
these, please contact Pastor Dan or Sue Cox.

Men’s Ministry
The men of Saint Paul’s meet on
the second Saturday of every month
at 7 AM, at the church for breakfast,
good fellowship and great discussions. Bring your Bible and join us in
a relaxed atmosphere as breakfast is
shared along with God’s Word.

Women of the Word
The women are meeting on
Monday the 26th at Claudia’s
bench. The Bake Sale was held on
Saturday with the Bicentennial
event. The women are thankful for
all of your donations. We will be
meeting next August 16th @
7pm. We will be planning on going to the Ladies Retreat at Odasagih in October, details to follow.
Page 12
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Dan opened with prayer at 9:10
Our devotion was from HomeWord titled “Affirm the Work God is Doing in Others” which was based on 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. One of the big jobs-and
blessings-that we as Christians have been given is that of building up and encouraging other believers. Affirming God’s work in others is a powerful way to
do this! Have you helped by encouraging someone today?
Dan then read a piece from 1517 titled “A Letter to the Rural Church” by Katie
Koplin. As we see fewer and fewer in the pews in churches across the land, one
has to wonder what tomorrow will bring. We need to remember that it isn’t
about the number of pews we are filling, but how are we taking care of those
who are there. Our purpose is to hold fast to Christ and to grow in the grace
and knowledge of his love by gathering together no matter what the numbers
are. Being the group of people who are held fast by Christ may look different in
different places. What will remain the same is the proclamation of the work of
Christ for us and the forgiveness of sins. Where is your true focus?
We spent the rest of the meeting reviewing and updating the Care & Prayer report.
Dan closed in prayer at 10:20.

Elder’s Meeting Minutes

Next Meeting: 8/21/2021 at 9:00

July 3, 2021

Present: Pr. Chad, Pr. Dan, Don Welshans, Doug Stoddart. Excused: Bob Riehle,
Ken Cox, John Christensen, Judy Wieserner.
The meeting was opened with prayer at 8:06 am. Reviewed last month’s
minutes.
We will try bulletin covers from Concordia Publishing for one quarter this fall to
see how we like them. New signs were put up by trustees. The Chosen TV series watch party began successfully.
Pr. Dan shared Large Catechism section on infant baptism with deacons.
We discussed promoting various Lutheran podcasts within the congregation.
Doug indicated that he and Bonnie are interested in attending the LCMC annual
gathering this year. Moved on to our book discussion. Chapter 4 questions.
Meeting closed with prayer at 9:15 am.
Submitted, Pastor Chad Kyler.
August 2021
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August 2021
Sunday
1

Monday
2

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

Tuesday
3

7 pm, The Chosen
7 pm, Theology on Tap

8

9

10

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

Thursday

4
10:00am Prayer
Group
6:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
6:30 pm Summer Institute

5

11
10:00am Prayer Grp.

12

Friday
6

7 pm Trustee’s Mtg

16

17

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

22

7 pm The Chosen

23

24

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

10:00 am Knitting

13

6:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

Paster Francis’s
Emeritus
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14
7:00 am Men’s
Breakfast
10:00 am Knitting

6:30 pm Summer Institute
18
10:00am Prayer
Group

19

20

6:30 pm Summer Institute
25
10:00am Prayer
Group

21
9:00 am Deacon’s Mtg
10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry
26

27

28
10:00 am Knitting

6:00 pm Music Team

6 pm Luther League
Meeting — Mentor
Meeting/Fellowship
Meal
29
8:15 and 11:00am
Service

7

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

6:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
7 pm Women’s Mtg

Saturday
8:00 am Elder’s Mtg.

Ark Encounter Trip Aug 9th-12th

6 pm Luther League
Meeting

15

Wednesday

7 pm The Chosen
30

6:30 pm Summer Institute

31

“The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I
fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom
shall I be afraid?” Psalm 27:12

7 pm The Chosen

The Monthly Star
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