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Given the evolving nature of the coronavirus
outbreak, please follow us on Facebook or refer
to our website for the most up to date schedule
or cancellations

Like us on Facebook or follow us on YouTube to stream live services.
http://FB.SaintPaulsChurch.com
http://YouTube.SaintPaulsChurch.com
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In God We Trust

STAR ARTICLES are due by the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Please e-mail articles, corrections, updates or address changes to
Chantal Riehle at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com or
call her at 716-984-0049.

May 1st—Campus Cleanup, 9 –12
May 5th—Blood Mobile, 2-7 pm
May 16th—Mentor Meeting/Fellowship Meal,
6 pm
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Pastor’s Corner

Data & Info

Called By God

Those Who Celebrate Their May Anniversaries

Pr. Dan Stahl
Church tradition has it that May 1st is the feast day of the apostles,
Philip and James “the lesser.” These two were called by name by
none other than Jesus Christ Himself. And after being called, they
took the step that some, but not all that are called do. They followed
the call that Christ gave them. All Twelve apostles that accepted
Christ’s call walked at His side down many dusty trails during His
years of public ministry. They lived out their daily lives being right at
His side. They spent long cold nights under the desert sky with Him.
And towards the end of their time together, Jesus looked them right in
the eye, and spoke directly to them, when He said on that Holy Thursday night, “Do this in memory of me.” And they did just that, along
with many other things, in memory of Him, for the rest of their lives.
Most of them died a martyr’s death because of their decision, but it
never stopped them. The tradition of being called into ministry has
not stopped, as God continues to “make the call.” Only difference
now God works through a congregation or a representative via prayer.
For most of you that know my story, you can confirm that I avoided
God’s call for a good year or so before I finally gave in. I can attest
through my experience, that God can be “very persistent.” I think that
people tend to forget what exactly it means to be a called servant of
the Lord and just what exactly it means as far as what is expected of
the one that is called, so I thought it might be a good idea to refresh
everyone’s memory and perhaps for some, this is the first time you
have ever read or heard about. I came across this as a blog for a group
of Lutheran pastors and thought it worth sharing, but before I do that,
I wanted to leave you with a passage of Scripture from Hebrews 13:17
which speaks of responsibility and accountability for all; Obey your
leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your
souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this
with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage
to you.

God bless, Pastor Dan
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1, 1963 Chuck & Barb Buchheit
6, 1963 Ron & Liz Both
15, 1998 Ron & Betsy Strack
17, 1997 Joe & Pam Pierce
18, 1995 Dale & Valerie Strassheim
19, 1979 Larry & Bev Welshans
20, 1995 James & Tina Miller
21, 1983 Daniel & Anke Bojanowski
21, 1988 Mark & Jean Brockner
22, 1982 Andrew & Candace Kaufman
25, 2002 Robert & Kimberly Burk
28, 1977 Steven & Sue Krisiak
29, 2004 Gerald & Rachel Smith

58 years
58 years
23 years
24 years
25 years
42 years
25 years
38 years
33 years
39 years
19 years
44 years
17 years

If we missed your anniversary or have the
wrong date please email Chantal at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com.

Church Contacts
Pastor: Chad Kyler

716.652.9197
980.330.2725 (cell)
Pastor.ckyler@gmail.com

Office Hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 1-4:30
Associate Pastor: Dan Stahl
716.861.2706
Church Secretary & Calendar Questions: Chantal Riehle
716.984.0049
Choir Director: Bob Posenjak
716.698.5363
President: Bob Riehle
716.912.0249
Sunday School Superintendent: Marsha Welshans
Youth Directors: Jon & Cassie McGee
716.697.8283
Church e-mail: office@saintpaulschurch.com
Web Site: www.saintpaulschurch.com
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Congregational

Pastors are Called by God

Building Fund
Mr. Gary Benson—”Her said to them ‘Why are you troubled, and $40.00
why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet,
it is I myself’” Luke 24:38-39
Mr. Gary Benson—“I tell you the truth, today you will be with Me
in paradise.” Luke 23:43

$40.00

Mr. Herman Donaldson—In loving memory of Sharon Donaldson

$100.00

Dolly Koske—In memory of Art Koske

$50.00

Mr. & Mrs. James Brooks Jr.

$20.00

Mrs. James G Hill—Blessings to my whole family and in memory of $100.00
my husband, James.
Mr. Gerard Nowak—In loving memory of my beautiful wife, Betty.

$50.00

Ms. Dolores Krajnik

$25.00

Liz Stewart—In loving memory of my Colin. Thank you, Father, for $25.00
Colin’s dying words. They’ll keep me until you reunite us in
heaven.
April Totals

$450.00

Donations to the Building Fund are published in the Monthly Star in the
format you see. If you would like your gift to be listed anonymously,
please indicate so on your envelope and we will be happy to comply.

Monthly Stats
Church

Attendance Offering

Sunday

2020

2021

3/28/21

XX

26** $4,472

4/4/21

XX

51** $4,472

4/11/21
4/18/21

Need

Sunday School
2020

2021

2020

2021 Offering

$1,545.00 $440.00

XX

28

$2.00

$2,410.00 $585.00

XX

XX

$110.00

XX

32** $4,472 $2,440.00 $1,205.00 $2,250.00 XX

34

$110.00

XX

71

42

$4,472 $8,190.00 $715.00

Mail-In

$560.00

XX

** Attendance not recorded or only at one service
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Encore Post: At the beginning of the first
century, disciples chose their Rabbis. To a certain extent, we choose our jobs today. The
pastoral ministry is different. While a man
may seek the office of the Holy Ministry, he is
called by God to serve in this way. This is
where the term vocation originally comes from. It is based on the Latin
word for a calling.
In a sense, this is no different than the way God operated in the
Scriptures. He chose every one of the prophets and apostles. The
difference in those times is he did so directly. Today pastors are called
by God through the congregation the pastor will serve or by a representative they choose. When a congregation calls a man and he becomes convinced after much prayer that the call is from God, he becomes their pastor.
Because it is God who calls (Acts 20:28; Pay careful attention to
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his
own blood. 1 Corinthians 12:28; And God has appointed in the
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles,
then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of
tongues.), a pastor is not an employee of his congregation, to be hired
and fired at will. Only when a pastor is unfaithful to his call to teach
according to God’s word or lives an immoral life may he be removed.
At the same token, it is not for him to choose when or who to serve.
Only when a congregation is no longer faithful to God’s word, he receives another call from God to summon him to a new place or health
makes him unable to serve may he conclude his ministry.
His office is to be the face and hands of God to care for the sheep
placed in his fold. He is also their face and hands, to bring the gifts God
gives to them and to others. He preaches the good news, baptizes, celebrates the Lord’s Supper and forgives the sins of those who repent. In
doing so, he lays down his life, as did Jesus, so that the lost sheep will
be found and the whole flock in his care brought safely to eternal life.
©2018 Robert E. Smith. All rights reserved. Permission granted to copy, share and
display freely for non-commercial purposes. Direct all other rights and permissions
inquiries to cosmithb@gmail.com
May 2021
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Upcoming News & Events

FISH OF EAST AURORA…

The Church Year
Feast day’s & commemorations for the month of May
Feast Days
1 — St. Philip and St. James, Apostles
31 — The Visitation

Commemorations
2 — Athanasius of Alexandria, Pastor and Confessor
5 — Frederick the Wise, Christian Ruler
9 — Job
11 — Cyril and Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs
21 — Emperor Constantine, Christian Ruler, and Helen, Mother
of Constantine
24 — Esther
25 — Bede the Venerable, Theologian
Liturgical season: Easter/Pentecost
Liturgical color: White/Red
Thank you to everyone that purchased lilies and poinsettias this
past year. There are plenty of spots for this coming year to sign up
for the altar flowers. They are $15.00 each and can be placed in
memory or honor of a loved one and can be taken home after the
11:00 service if you like. The sign up sheet is now in the community
room. If you have been attending service online,
please call Marian Riehle, 716-655-6251 or 716880-0664 or email the church secretary at
office@saintpaulschurch.com.
Thank you so much,

Marian Riehle
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The food for the month of May is SOUP.
We give out soup every week so we give
out about 700-800 cans a month. We continue to deliver food by drive-thru.
Thank you for your continued support.
Sue Cox

BLOOD MOBILE

Gloria Potzler

May 5/July 7/Sept 1st
Appointments to donate blood can be made at
www.redcross.org

The Bloodmobile continues to be a
huge success! A big thank you to all who
helped make this possible. The next
blood drive is May 5th, donors must preregister online at www.redcross.org or by
calling 716-481-5214. We will be serving
homemade soup and pie to all who come
to donate blood. Hope to see you all
there.
As UB HEALS continues to serve the needs of
the homeless we are collecting sanitizer, gloves,
masks and new socks. We are also continuing to
collect gift cards for Tim Horton’s, McDonald’s
and Burger King. Donations can be placed in the
blue basket located in the community room.
There is also a container for monetary donations
on the information table in the community room.
Please contact Liz Stewart at 716-671-2338 for more information.
May 2021
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Now Is The Time To Pray
JESUS is a life-line for a tired soul, an exhausted mind, and a broken heart. Call out to Him in prayer.
Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer we ask that you would
touch those in need of healing; give them comfort and peace, and help them to
accept your perfect will no matter what the outcome may be. We pray for the
following: Dave, Bonnie, Thelma, Ron, Mike, Kay, Liz, Mary Jean, Linn, Bob,
Roger, Maria, Trynal, Patty, Rusty, Tom, Pat, Michael, Sara, Jim, Mary, Milt,
Larry, Donna and others AMEN!
Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never
to leave us nor forsake us but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those
who are homebound the comfort of your presence. May you grant them today
an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give them strength in prayer, knowing
that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May
your Word fill them with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell,
Arlene Koch, Diane Hawk.
Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the
dark shadow of this fallen would cause us to experience many difficulties in this
life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our strength in your one and only Son,
Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and resurrection. Help
those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray
for: Struggling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the
incarcerated, many who struggle with addiction, those who grieve the loss of
a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce, those who suffer
relentless physical pain…
Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the
leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy
leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You
faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN!
Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your
almighty arm to strengthen and protect those who serve in the armed forces.
Support them in times of war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil,
giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all things they may serve with
integrity and honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: Andrea Solomon, Brad Hedgecorth, Thomas Stynes… (if your family member has been
omitted please contact the church office.)
Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your
people, that they may more diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors,
through the message of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Send forth a mighty
call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of
speech, and power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel
so that many forsake sin and return unto you. And so bless and favor the work
of your people, that multitudes may be brought from the bondage of evil into
the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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If every member gave just $3 a day or $21 a week we would
raise double the amount of our annual budget.
2021 challenge:
If you already give regularly consider adding just $3 per
day to your offering.
If you’re not currently giving then join us in our mission
by giving just $3 per day to your church.
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.” – 2 Corinthians 9:7
Campus Cleanup—Saturday May 1st
Campus Cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, May 1st from 9-12
am. Please bring gloves, rakes, garden tools, wheel barrow or
wagon. We’ll be weeding, mulching,
and planting flowers. Even with the
shutdown there is still work to be
done! Many hands make for a shorter
workload and a lot of fun! Thank you
for all your help.
May 2021
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LCMC Update

Meetings &
Trustee’s Meeting

April 13, 2021

Presently (as of 4/17/2021):

Total Congregations: 959
U.S. Congregations: 773
States Represented: 42
Countries Represented: 15

Present: Mark Belz, Ken Cox, Gloria Potzler, Donna Ptak, Robert Riehle, Paula
Shank, Judy Stahl, Liz Stewart, Maria Schultz
Opening prayers were made by Robert Riehle followed by words of inspiration from Liz Stewart.
Donna distributed Treasurer’s Report
Unfinished Business:

Register Now! - 21st
Annual Gathering and
Convention

•

Directory - All papers pertaining to member roster were handed to Terry.
Hoping to get this directory out soon.
• Paula suggested sending out invitation postcards to congregation for a
church event. Returned postcards will determine who is still around thereby
updating our list. Paula will be glad to volunteer her services for this job.
• New Steeple - Ken e-mailed quote on steeple replacements, as well as
drawings to all Trustees. Will check if work permit to install steeple is needed. Ok to order as long as building inspector gives the ok for height. (Notechecked and height is not an issue 4/14-kc.will be ordered soon)
• #27 Rental - Paula has sent an official letter to our tenant regarding raising of rent starting April.
• Gym renovation – discussed and put on hold for now
• Furnace inducer on Fellowship Hall was replaced.

By Kristy Thomas - LCMC - April 6, 2021

New Business
PPP Loan - Donna reported that we did not qualify for government loan
because our net income loss (income-expenses) does not meet the 25% minimum. (Actual net loss stands currently at approximately 20% compared to
same time last year.)
On upcoming Sunday services, there will be a short comment from a
congregants regarding what the church means to them and why they support
it financially. Mention was made of the $3 per day from each member is all
that’s needed to meet our budget requirements.
Campus Clean-up - Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts from Aurora District are
doing a spring clean-up on April 26th (Monday - 6:30 p.m.) here at our
church. We will follow with church volunteers to do mulching, etc. the following Saturday, May 1st - 9:00 am to noon.
HVAC (heat & cool) into gym - getting an estimate to replace the existing
space heaters with a unit to both heat and cool

Steve Turnbull and Gabrielle Arland will preach the opening and closing worship services, and Erik Anderson will serve as our Bible study leader each morning.
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“Speak It, Live It, Share It” is the theme of our 21st Annual
Gathering & Convention, which will take place October 3-6,
2021 at Upper Arlington Lutheran Church in Hilliard, OH, and
registration is officially open!
Keynote speakers Jeremey King, Nathan Hoff, Jenn Alexander, Julie Smith, Andrea Taphorn, and Mike Bradley will take the stage to help us uncover some practical ways in
which we can speak, live, and share the Gospel in our everyday lives, as well as how the
association can help support our congregations to be able to do so.

Throughout the four day event, participants will also have the opportunity to join together in worship with other LCMC-ers from across the country, connect with mission
and ministry organizations in our vendor area, take part in up to three breakout sessions, and enjoy time for fellowship and networking.
The cost to register is $200 per person for those who sign up by the “early bird” deadline of August 15. All registration fees include program, dinner and dessert on Sunday,
plus lunch on Monday and Tuesday.
This year’s event will also be live streamed for those who are unable to attend in person. More detailed information on how to access the live stream will be available on
the Annual Gathering page of our website in October.
May 2021
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Benevolence Showcase

Minutes
Associate Pastor - Trustee will put together job description for our associate Pastor based on the existing senior Pastor job description in our constitution. (Paula also volunteered to create an index for the existing constitution to
enhance it useability... thanks Paula)
Donna closed the meeting with a special prayer request.
Submitted by Maria Schultz 4/14/21

Deacons Meeting Minutes

April 18, 2021

In attendance: Liz Stewart, Mary Barkey and Pastor Dan
Or mission statement: St. Paul’s Deacon’s have been called into service to help
meet the caring needs of God’s children both within our congregation and
within our community. We see this service as the rent we pay for being, our
very purpose in this life, and not something that we do in our spare time; it is
our way of life.
Dan opened with prayer at 9:02

The Bread of Life Outreach Center is a Christian ecumenical
ministry of love and compassion, which recognizes the dignity
of all. Our source and inspiration is found in the Gospel message: “to feed the hungry and clothe the naked.” Drawing on
the strength and love of each other and through the generosity of gift and talent, we offer fellowship, comfort, support and
opportunity to all.

We offer fellowship, comfort, support
and opportunity to all who walk
through our doors.
We service the towns of Aurora, Boston, Colden, Concord, and Holland

Our devotion was from HomeWord titled “The Resurrection of Jesus Christ”
which was based on 1 Corinthians 15:17; And if Christ has not been raised, your
faith is futile and you are still in your sins. The resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead is the cornerstone of our Christian faith. If Christ did not rise from the
dead, your faith is in vain. But you can be assured that the good news is true.
Jesus Christ “was buried [and] he was raised on the third day, according to the
Scriptures.” (1 Corinthian’s 15:4)
Dan then shared an article by Robert E. Smith titled “What is Absolution”. Lutherans cherish absolution as a way that the forgiveness of sins won by Jesus
on the cross is applied to Christians when they confess their sins. We do so at
the command of Jesus who instituted absolution and gave the church the power to forgive sins in those who repent, or to retain them in those who do not.
We then went through “The Office of the Keys” found in Luther’s Small Catechism.
We spent the rest of the meeting reviewing and updating the Care & Prayer
report.

Liz closed in prayer.
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Next Meeting: 5/15/2021 at 9:00
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Women of the Word

Youth Of

Kim Christensen

Blessings from Sunday School

Thank You! I would like to thank everyone for the wonderful send off on my
last day as Sunday school superintendent. The beautiful flowers, the cupcakes, and card were so appreciated. I have been very blessed with my time
as superintendent. Thank you again and God bless you all. Marsha

New Birth Evangelical Church and School
March 10, 2021
Dear Pastor Kyler,
I thank God for the partnership I have with Saint Paul Lutheran
Church. He continues to bring relief to members of our ecclesial
community, the Evangelical Church of the New Birth of Belot, Haiti.
Judy Weisener asked me to report on the use of your donations. Here is a summary of these expenses:for the $1900:
construction material - iron rebar ,cement for the school-furniture
for the school, pens, pencils and books

The Women of the Word met April 19th, continuing
working through our bible study. As a group we have
decided to cancel our Annual Basket Sale for this year.
Due to COVID restrictions, we would have to make plenty of changes to the way we held our sale, so we will plan
for a bigger and better Sale next year. We will be holding
a Bake Sale during the West Falls Bicentennial Event on
July 24th. Details to follow in next month’s star. Odasagih will be holding their annual Spring Retreat on May
15th. Please see Marsha Welshans or Kim Christensen if
you are interested in going. It will be a nice day. We
would love for new faces to come join us in the Word
and Fellowship. Our next meeting will be May 17th @
7pm.
Faithfully Submitted by
Kim Christensen, Women's Group President

Men’s Ministry

May God be with your congregation in these difficult times. I pray
for you and I beg you to pray
for the Haitian people who are
also experiencing political
challenges, as well as coronaviruses.
In the name of God, Pastor
Reginald Constant
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The men of Saint Paul’s meet
on the second Saturday of every month at 7 AM, at the church
for breakfast, good fellowship
and great discussions. Bring
your Bible and join us in a relaxed atmosphere as breakfast is
shared along with God’s Word.
May 2021
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St. Paul’s Ministry News
Stephen Ministry

St. Paul’s
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS & COLLEGE
STUDENTS
Rev. Donald R. & Carolyn E. Francis
Scholarship Award
Applications with requirements can be found
on the bulletin board in the side Narthex.

Journeying through Grief
Journeying through Grief is a set of four short books to send to people
at four crucial times during the first year after the loss of a loved one.
Author Kenneth C. Haugk writes in a warm, caring style, with short, easy
-to-read chapters. He walks alongside the reader through the grief journey, sharing helpful insights about grief, biblical truths, and stories that
provide comfort and reassurance.
Each book focuses on what the person is likely to be experiencing at that
point in grief—offering understanding, empathy, compassion, and hope.

Or you can email Paula Shank at
pppom3@yahoo.com to request one emailed
to you.

Deadline is May 15 for submissions.
Questions to Judy Stahl,
Gary Benson or Paula
Shank

Official Acts
If you know of anyone who would be blessed by receiving
these, please contact Pastor Dan or Sue Cox.
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There were no official acts during April 2021. If you are in need of pastoral
services please contact Pastor Chad or the church secretary.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

“May my teaching drop as the rain, my speech distill as the dew, like gentle rain upon the
tender grass, and like showers upon the herb. For I will proclaim the name of the Lord;
ascribe greatness to our God! !” ~ Deuteronomy 32:2-3
32:2
2

3

4

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

6

7

2-7pm
7pm Blood Mobile

9:30 Sunday School

9

5
10:00am Prayer
Group

10

11

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

16

17

6:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

12
10:00am Prayer
Group

13

10:00 am Knitting
8
7:00 am Men’s
Breakfast

14

15
9:00 am Deacon’s Mtg
10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Church
Council Mtg.

6:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

18

19
10:00am Prayer
Group

20

6:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

26
10:00am Prayer
Group

27

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

Campus Cleanup
9 am-12 pm

10:00 am Knitting

9:30 Sunday School
6 pm Luther League
Meeting

8:00 am Elder’s Mtg.

21

22
10:00 am Knitting

9:30 Sunday School
6 pm Mentor Mtg/
Fellowship Meal

7:00 pm Women’s
Mtg.

23
8:15 and 11:00am
Service

24

25

9:30 Sunday School
6 pm Luther League
Meeting
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28

29
10:00 am Knitting

6:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
The Monthly Star
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