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Given the evolving nature of the coronavirus
outbreak, please follow us on Facebook or refer
to our website for the most up to date schedule
or cancellations

Like us on Facebook or follow us on YouTube to stream live services.
http://FB.SaintPaulsChurch.com
http://YouTube.SaintPaulsChurch.com
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In God We Trust

STAR ARTICLES are due by the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Please e-mail articles, corrections, updates or address changes to
Chantal Riehle at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com or
call her at 716-984-0049.

April 1st: Maundy Thursday Service, 7 pm
April 2nd: Good Friday Service, 7 pm
April 4th: Easter Sunday Services at 7 am and
11 am
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Pastor’s Corner

Data & Info

Easter Hope!

Those Who Celebrate Their April Anniversaries

Pr. Chad Kyler
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 1
Peter 1:3

14, 1962, Robert & Diane Hopkins
20, 1974, Robert & Bonnie Klosin

If we missed your anniversary or have the
wrong date please email Chantal at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com.

Every year we associate Easter with new life in spring, even
though in Western New York we may not see too many signs of
spring in early April. Still, this year spring will bring new hope because of the effectiveness of the vaccination program that holds out
the promise of a very different summer and fall than last year.
But there is a real difference between the hope of spring and the
hope of Easter. The beauty of spring is not the return of life from
death—it’s the return of life from dormancy. The plants didn’t die;
they lost their leaves and stored their energy. The birds that we are beginning to hear already weren’t dead—they were migrating. Even the
pandemic, in the natural course of things, would have eventually ended. Vaccinations are just making that day come sooner, with fewer
cases and less tragedy.
Easter hope is different. Easter hope is based on One who, as the
Apostles’ Creed says, “suffered, died, and was buried.” To make the
point even more forcefully, it says “he descended into hell.” After Jesus died on the cross, his disciples had no hope that they would ever
see him again. They knew what death meant. Jesus was gone; his mission was over. They had no real hope of resurrection. Jesus had told
them what would happen to him, but the Gospels stress that they didn’t understand what he was telling them. Who would? In terms of human experience, resurrection made no sense at all.

59 years
47 years

Thank you my beautiful
church family and friends for my
wonderful 71st birthday. I feel
very loved.
Liz Stewart
Church Contacts
Pastor: Chad Kyler

716.652.9197
980.330.2725 (cell)
Pastor.ckyler@gmail.com

Office Hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 1-4:30

No one was there to witness Jesus’ resurrection. The Gospels
speak of the discovery of an empty tomb, of messages from angels,
and finally, of the appearances of Jesus himself to his disciples. Whatever happened, a few days after the crucifixion the disciples knew

Associate Pastor: Dan Stahl
716.861.2706
Church Secretary & Calendar Questions: Chantal Riehle
716.984.0049
Choir Director: Bob Posenjak
716.698.5363
President: Bob Riehle
716.912.0249
Sunday School Superintendent: Marsha Welshans
Youth Directors: Jon & Cassie McGee
716.697.8283
Church e-mail: office@saintpaulschurch.com
Web Site: www.saintpaulschurch.com
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Congregational
Building Fund
Mr. Gary Benson—”If I had eyes like God, what would I see when
looking at myself?” ~ From Together With Jesus

$40.00

Kenneth & Kim Caccamise

$75.00

In memory of Art Koske ~ Love Dolly Koske

$50.00

I loving memory of My Colin: Every morning is one day closer that
we will worship together in heaven, as we did on Earth.
Love, Elizabeth.

$25.00

For cherished memories of my many birthday dinners and walks
along Niagara Falls from my dear Colin Stewart and Elizabeth.
Love, Sarah Kline

$50.00

So, we who live all these years after the first Easter, live with the
same hope as those first disciples experienced. God can bring life out
of death. God brought unexpected, miraculous hope even from a
tragedy like the cross. We have not yet seen the end of what began
on the first Easter. We still live in a world burdened by grief, now
even heavier because of the loss of so many lives to the pandemic.
But in Jesus Christ, we have God’s assurance that even after the
longest Lent, there will be an Easter. That’s a promise worth hoping
in.
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

March on, clicking your heels in heaven Colin!
March Totals

something with absolute conviction: Jesus was alive. God had indeed
raised him from the dead. And not long after that, those same disciples devoted their lives to spreading the Good News of what God
had done. The majority of them even dying a martyr’s death for their
message. For them, as for us, the resurrection became the turning
point of history.

$240.00

He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

Donations to the Building Fund are published in the Monthly Star in the
format you see. If you would like your gift to be listed anonymously,
please indicate so on your envelope and we will be happy to comply.

Official Acts
There were no official acts during March 2021. If you are in need of pastoral
services please contact Pastor Chad or the church secretary.

Monthly Stats
Church

Attendance Offering

Sunday School

Sunday

2020

2021

Need

2/28/21

131

**

$4,472 $3,645.00 $2,290.00 $3,725.00 59

3/7/21

112

75

$4,472 $1,892.00 $4,185.00 $1,075.00 49

3/14/21

48

24** $4,472 $1,362.00 $705.00

$1,285.00 XX

33

3/21/21

XX

18** $4,472

$460.00

23

2020

2021

$635.00

Mail-In

2020

XX

2021 Offering

$25.00
46

$245.00

** Attendance not recorded or only at one service
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Upcoming News & Events

Ways to Serve Our Community
FISH OF EAST AURORA…

Easter Schedule
April 1st—Maundy Thursday Service, 7 pm
April 2nd—Good Friday Service, 7 pm
April 4th—Sunrise Service, 7 am;
Easter Service, 11 am

The food for the month of April is
CANNED TOMATOES, any size. We do give out
tomatoes once a month: about 80- 15oz. cans
and 60 large cans. We try to ask churches to
donate foods we give out often so that we can
have enough of these foods on hand and available.
We are seeing more families at FISH. Until
further notice clients are not allowed in the building. We are not accepting
clothing until further notice. We continue to use our drive-thru method for
food pick up.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity. Sue Cox

BLOOD MOBILE
May 5/July 7/Sept 1st
Appointments to donate blood can be
made at www.redcross.org

The Church Year
Feast day’s & commemorations for the month of April
Feast Days
25 — St. Mark, Evangelist
Commemorations
6 — Lucas Cranach and Albrecht Dürer, Artists
20 — Johannes Bugenhagen, Pastor
21 — Anselm of Canterbury, Theologian
24 — Johann Walter, Kantor

The Bloodmobile continues to be a huge
success! A big thank you to all who helped
make this possible. The next blood drive is
May 5th, donors must preregister online
at www.redcross.org or by calling 716-4815214. We will be serving homemade soup and pie to all who come
to donate blood. Hope to see you all there.
As UB HEALS continues to serve the needs of
the homeless we are collecting sanitizer, gloves,
masks and new socks. We are also continuing to
collect gift cards for Tim Horton’s, McDonald’s
and Burger King. Donations can be placed in the
blue basket located in the community room.
There is also a container for monetary donations
on the information table in the community room.
Please contact Liz Stewart at 716-671-2338 for more information.

Liturgical season: Easter
Liturgical color: White
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Now Is The Time To Pray
JESUS is a life-line for a tired soul, an exhausted mind, and a broken heart. Call out to Him in prayer.
Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer we ask that you would
touch those in need of healing; give them comfort and peace, and help them to
accept your perfect will no matter what the outcome may be. We pray for the
following: Dave, Bonnie, Thelma, Ron, Mike, Kay, Liz, Mary Jean, Linn, Bob,
Roger, Maria, Trynal, Patty, Rusty, Tom, Pat, Michael, Sara, Jim, Mary, Milt,
Larry, and others AMEN!
Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never
to leave us nor forsake us but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those
who are homebound the comfort of your presence. May you grant them today
an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give them strength in prayer, knowing
that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May
your Word fill them with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell,
Arlene Koch, Diane Hawk.
Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the
dark shadow of this fallen would cause us to experience many difficulties in this
life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our strength in your one and only Son,
Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and resurrection. Help
those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray
for: Struggling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the
incarcerated, many who struggle with addiction, those who grieve the loss of
a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce, those who suffer
relentless physical pain…
Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the
leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy
leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You
faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN!
Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your
almighty arm to strengthen and protect those who serve in the armed forces.
Support them in times of war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil,
giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all things they may serve with
integrity and honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: Andrea Solomon, Brad Hedgecorth, Thomas Stynes… (if your family member has been
omitted please contact the church office.)
Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your
people, that they may more diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors,
through the message of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Send forth a mighty
call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of
speech, and power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel
so that many forsake sin and return unto you. And so bless and favor the work
of your people, that multitudes may be brought from the bondage of evil into
the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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If every member gave just $3 a day or $21 a week we would
raise double the amount of our annual budget.
2021 challenge:
If you already give regularly consider adding just $3 per
day to your offering.

If you’re not currently giving then join us in our mission
by giving just $3 per day to your church.
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.” – 2 Corinthians 9:7

April 2021
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LCMC Update

Meetings &
Church Council Meeting

March 9, 2021

Presently (as of 3/20/2021):

Total Congregations: 959
U.S. Congregations: 773
States Represented: 42
Countries Represented: 15

Meeting opened with Prayer from Pastor Stahl
Pastor Chad’s bible study : “Remember your Baptism “
written by D.G. Eberling
Alan Davis from “Friends of Griffins Mills “presented plans
for a bi-centennial celebration of Griffins Mills. It will involve
the immediate area including St Pauls. July 24,2021 11-5 pm
with many programs planned.
Introduction of a steeple to be considered to replace the former that blew off the building

Photo directory is being viewed by the committee for final
editing. The publishing format was discussed.

LCMC 21st Annual
Gathering and Convention

October 3-6, 2021 | Upper Arlington Lutheran
Church | Hilliard, OH
Due to ongoing changes in how individual states and counties are relaxing the
protocols of social interaction, we will watch carefully how larger, in-person
gatherings are accomplished. Our constitution requires us to meet annually
to respond to the needs of the association such as approving the annual
budget and election of members of the Board of Trustees. If circumstance
demands, we will consider every alternative, and as always, praying for discernment.

Meet Our Newest Staff Member!

Church ministries reporting are found in Monthly star

By Mike Bradley - LCMC - February 24, 2021

Augustana Letter received December 20,2020 confirming our
membership

As LCMC’s Service Coordinator, I am delighted to announce a new addition to our national staff. I have asked Pastor Julie Smith to join our
team as the Coordinator for Districts and Fellowship Groups. Adding
this position to our team will enable us to be more effective in connecting, equipping, and caring for all congregations and leaders throughout the association.

Meeting closed with prayer from Doug Stoddard

We believe that developing a healthy and robust district and fellowship
group structure will help LCMC congregations deepen their ties to one
another for the sake of strengthening their witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It will also increase our effectiveness in implementing a strategic-operational plan that is being designed to more effectively serve
and support all the congregations and leaders in our association.
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Benevolence Showcase
2021 Benevolence Focus on the Family
Information Sheet

Minutes
Deacons Meeting Minutes

March 20, 2021

In attendance: Liz Stewart, Mary Barkey and Pastor Dan
Or mission statement: St. Paul’s Deacon’s have been called into service
to help meet the caring needs of God’s children both within our congregation and within our community. We see this service as the rent we pay
for being, our very purpose in this life, and not something that we do in
our spare time; it is our way of life.

Who: Focus on The Family- Radio Ministry
Focus on the Family equips parents, children and spouses to thrive in an
ever-changing, ever-more-complicated world.
Where: Headquartered in Colorado Springs, Colorado
When: Established in 1977 by Dr. James Dobson
Why: Purpose Statement. Ultimately, they believe that the purpose of
life is to know and glorify God through an authentic relationship with His
Son, Jesus Christ. This purpose is lived out first within our own families
then extended, in love, to an increasingly broken world that desperately
needs Him.
How: Website: https://www.focusonthefamily.com/
Call them toll-free at 1-800-A-FAMILY
Through radio broadcasts all around the world (Family Life Radio (88.3
FM) and WDCX (99.5 FM) Odyssey (for kids and adults) CD’s, Videos
( Many available in the St Paul’s library- ask Sue Cox)
Movie, TV and game reviews via the Pluggedin.com
Simulcasts, conferences, interactive forums,

Dan opened with prayer at 9:04
Our devotion was from HomeWord titled “Learn to Say “No”” which was
based on Jeremiah 6:16; Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the
ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will
find rest for your souls. As Christians we think that we always have to
say “yes” to everything that is asked of us, so that we can better fit in
and be accepted by others. Scripture tells us to take the path that is the
good way. We need to learn to say “no” so that we can in turn select
and put our God given energy into the things that matter the most.
Learn to say “no”.
Dan then shared an article by Tyler Cronkright from 1517 publishing titled “Lord Help Me Get One More”. The story was based in part on the
movie “Hacksaw Ridge” and the heroics of Desmond Doss. It tells us
that we are in constant battle with the devil in this sinful fallen world;
and the casualties are sitting right next to you in the pews on Sunday.
We are to NEVER give up on the lost, and need to understand how truly
powerful the Sacrament of Holy Communion is in the lives of those who
partake in it. For some, this is the very thread that helps them to hold
on and not give up hope. Lord, help us all to get one more!

Magazines for adults, kids, teens

We spent the rest of the meeting reviewing and updating the Care &
Prayer report.

Counseling and much more….. Please visit their website…..

Dan and Liz closed in prayer going over the entire list.

Next Meeting: 4/17/2021 at 9:00
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Women of the Word

Youth Of

Kim Christensen

Blessings from Sunday School

Happy Easter from Sunday School!!! Christ has Risen! He
has Risen Indeed!!!

We met March 15th and had a great bible study. The
women will be serving easter breakfast right after sunrise service, following social distancing and all rules pertaining to Covid-19. Unfortunately we will not be able to
host our annual women's luncheon in May but we do
look forward to the Basket Sale on June 16th. Details to
follow. We are always open to have new faces join us
every 3rd Monday at 7pm.
Faithfully Submitted by
Kim Christensen, Women's Group President

Men’s Ministry
The men of Saint Paul’s meet
on the second Saturday of every month at 7 AM, at the church
for breakfast, good fellowship
and great discussions. Bring
your Bible and join us in a relaxed atmosphere as breakfast is
shared along with God’s Word.

Please pray for our Sunday School. We pray for you!
Faithfully submitted by Marsha Welshans
Photo by Patty Schinzel
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St. Paul’s Ministry News
Stephen Ministry

St. Paul’s
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS & COLLEGE
STUDENTS
Rev. Donald R. & Carolyn E. Francis
Scholarship Award

Are you feeling exhausted from all the disruptions to
life brought on by the pandemic? Are you or someone
you know struggling with challenges like . . .
• Isolation and loneliness
• Anxiety over health

Applications with requirements can be found
on the bulletin board in the side Narthex.
Or you can email Paula Shank at
pppom3@yahoo.com to request one emailed
to you.

Deadline is May 15 for submissions.

• Grief due to many different kinds of losses
• Tension from juggling work, childcare, and schooling
• Financial strain or job loss
• Uncertainty about the future

Questions to Judy Stahl,
Gary Benson or Paula
Shank

• Other unexpected life challenges?

If so, you don’t have to face it alone. Our Stephen
Ministers are ready to listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual support. It’s free and completely confidential. “Come to me, all you who are weary
and burdened, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28
If you are in need, please contact Pastor Dan or Sue Cox.
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Thank you, Nahrebeski Boys and
friends for giving gift certificates
for a hot meal to our homeless
brethren downtown this past
Christmas. Good Work!
April 2021
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

5

6

7:00 am Sunrise
Service

7
10:00am Prayer
Group

8

3
7:00 pm Good
Friday Service

9

8:00 am Elder’s Mtg.
10:00 am Knitting

10
7:00 am Men’s
Breakfast

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
12

13

14
10:00am Prayer
Group

15

7:00 pm Trustee’s
Mtg.

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

20

21
10:00am Prayer
Group

22

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

16

6 pm Luther League
Meeting
19

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

17
9:00 am Deacon’s Mtg
10:00 am Knitting

9:30 Sunday School

18

Saturday

10:00 am Knitting

11:00 am Easter
Service

11

2
7:00 pm Maundy
Thursday Service

“He is not here; He has risen!” ~ Luke 24:6-7

4

Friday

23

24
10:00 am Knitting

9:30 Sunday School
7:00 pm Women’s
Mtg.
25
8:15 and 11:00am
Service

26

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
27

28
10:00am Prayer
Group

9:30 Sunday School
6 pm Luther League
Meeting
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7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
The Monthly Star
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29

30
Individual confession and absolution is available
by appointment. Please call the church office or
pastors cell phone directly
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