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In God We Trust

STAR ARTICLES are due by the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Please e-mail articles, corrections, updates or address changes to
Chantal Riehle at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com or
call her at 716-984-0049.

March 3rd: Blood Mobile 2-7 pm
March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st: Lenten
Services, 7 pm
March 7th: Children’s Sunday School and
11:00 service Resumes!
April 4th: Easter Sunday

Page 1
March 2021

The Monthly Star
Page 20

Pastor’s Corner

Data & Info

Rightly Keeping The Fast….

Those Who Celebrate Their March Anniversaries

Pr. Chad Kyler

“And when you fast, don’t make it obvious, as the hypocrites do, for
they try to look miserable and disheveled so people will admire them for
their fasting. I tell you the truth, that is the only reward they will ever get.
But when you fast, comb your hair and wash your face. Then no one will
notice that you are fasting, except your Father, who knows what you do
in private. And your Father, who sees everything, will reward you.” Matthew 6:16-18 (NLT)
It is Lent, and we all know what that means, fasting and self-denial,
right? But did you know that there is a right way to observe Lent and a
wrong way? Lent is a post-scriptural season (meaning it does not appear
in the Bible) that goes back at least to the fourth century. Although a period of preparation and fasting likely has been observed before the Easter
festival since apostolic times, the practice was not formalized until the
First Council of Nicaea in 325 AD. It was a time of preparation of candidates for baptism and a time of penance for grievous sinners who were
excluded from Communion and were preparing for their restoration. As a
sign of their penitence, they wore sackcloth and were sprinkled with ashes. This form of public penance began to die out in the 9th century, and it
became customary for all the faithful to be reminded of the need for penitence by receiving an imposition of ashes on their foreheads on the first
day of Lent—hence the name Ash Wednesday.
Fast forward to the Lutheran Reformation of the sixteenth century
and we find our faithful forbears eager to retain the season of Lent but
only after cleansing it (by the Gospel) of the many false teachings, beliefs, and practices which Rome had assigned to it. First on the list of
practices that needed to be cleansed, fasting! In one of Martin Luther’s
Lenten sermons we find these objections to the Lenten fast as it was practiced by Rome, “Lent has become mere mockery because our fasting is a
perversion and an institution of man… the worst of all is that we have
adopted and practiced fasting as a good work: not to bring our flesh into
subjection; but, as a meritorious work before God, to atone for our sins
and obtain grace.” The fast of Lent had become something that was imposed by the Church rather than voluntarily entered into by Christians,
there were rules about what foods a person must abstain from and what
Page 2

The Monthly Star

13, 2004 David & Jean Janish
14, 1986 Carl & Laurie Goff
24, 2017 Nicholas & Caitlin Galbo

17 years
35 years
4 years

If we missed your anniversary or have the
wrong date please email Chantal at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com.

Dear St. Paul's Church Family,
Thank you for all the prayers, thoughts, cards and comfort as we encountered the
loss of our beloved mom. We surely have been blessed with the support of this congregation. Sending us booklets to read has also strengthened us during this time.
God Bless all of you.

Thankfully,
Barb Polizzi and family

Church Contacts
Pastor: Chad Kyler

716.652.9197
980.330.2725 (cell)
Pastor.ckyler@gmail.com

Office Hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 1-4:30
Associate Pastor: Dan Stahl
716.861.2706
Church Secretary & Calendar Questions: Chantal Riehle
716.984.0049
Choir Director: Bob Posenjak
716.698.5363
President: Bob Riehle
716.912.0249
Sunday School Superintendent: Marsha Welshans
Youth Directors: Jon & Cassie McGee
716.697.8283
Church e-mail: office@saintpaulschurch.com
Web Site: www.saintpaulschurch.com
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Congregational

days the Christian had to fast. It was entirely an “institution of man.” In
addition, fasting as a good work which we engage in to earn God’s favor or grace runs contrary to the biblical truth that we are “saved by
grace, and not by works”, and the Lenten fast is no exception to this
admonition.

Building Fund
Mr. Gary Benson—With loving memories of my wife, Mary—”I
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith” 2 Timothy 4:7

$40.00

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Stahl — In Memory of Ed Aiple

$40.00

Mr. Gerard Nowak—In memory of my beautiful wife, Betty.

$50.00

Dolly Koske — In memory of Art Koske

$40.00

Liz Stewart—You are “a little less than the angels” now, in heaven, $25.00
My Colin. Unbelievable! I love it. I love you.
In memory of our years of friendship with Colin & Elizabeth Stewart. From The guys from Gay-Mar and our wives.

$25.00

February Totals

$220.00

Donations to the Building Fund are published in the Monthly Star in the
format you see. If you would like your gift to be listed anonymously,
please indicate so on your envelope and we will be happy to comply.

Official Acts
There were no official acts during February 2021. If you are in need of pastoral
services please contact Pastor Chad or the church secretary.

Monthly Stats
Church

Attendance Offering

Sunday

2020

2021

1/31/21

120

83** $4,472 $2,710.00

57

2/7/21

119

32

$4,472 $1,555.00

57

2/14/21

113

35

$4,472 $2,180.00 $1,868.00 $4,160.00 59

2/21/21

120

36

$4,472 $1,433.00

Need

Sunday School
2020

2021

Mail-In

2020

2021 Offering

$185.00

67

Online Contributions: $5,430.00
Attendance for January 31st service based on views of the streaming service
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How then should we fast? Luther writes “The Scriptures present to
us two kinds of true fasting: one, by which we try to bring the flesh into
subjection to the spirit, of which St. Paul speaks in 2 Cor 6:5: “In labors, in watchings, in fastings.” The other is that which we must bear
patiently, and yet receive willingly because of our need and poverty, of
which St. Paul speaks in 1 Cor 4:11: “Even unto this present hour we
both hunger, and thirst,”… The first kind of fasting, one can end whenever he wills, and can satisfy it by food; but the other kind we must observe and bear until God himself changes it and satisfies us. Hence it is
much more precious than the first, because it moves in greater faith.”
Our Lenten fasting then (and all of our fasting) should aim to subject our flesh to the spirit. Is there something getting in the way of your
worship and prayer life? Is something preventing you from digging
deeper into scripture? Is there an activity that is taking up time you
could be giving to God and His Church? Has a particular food become
an obsession for you? Does the tradition of meatless Friday’s help you
to grow closer to God in some way? These are things we might consider
fasting from to bring our lives more in line with our faith, subjecting
our earthly desires to the higher calling of the spirit.
So, is this fast mandatory or obligatory? Again, from Luther “It is
not wrong to fast in honor of the name of an apostle, or to confess during Lent. But neither does he who omits these things commit any evil by
this omission. Let him who desires to fast and make confession, do so,
but let not one censure, judge, condemn or quarrel with his fellow over
the matter. One individual should be like- minded with another–tolerant
of what the other does and regarding his action as right because in itself blameless.” Let the one who chooses to fast do so rightly and let the
one who abstains from the fast also do so rightly. There is nothing
wrong with fasting during Lent or any other time, in fact much can be
gained by following this ancient Christian practice. But it is also ok to
decide not to fast. Don’t make the Lenten fast an idol in itself, instead,
“be like- minded with another–tolerant of what the other does.”

For more on the kind of fast God desires see: Isaiah 58:3-14
March 2021
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Upcoming News & Events

Ways to Serve Our Community
FISH OF EAST AURORA…

Lent & Easter Schedule
Wednesdays from Feb 24th—March 24th:
7 pm Lenten Service
April 1st—Maundy Thursday Service, 7 pm
April 2nd—Good Friday Service, 7 pm
April 4th—Sunrise Service, 7 am;
Easter Service, 11 am

The food for the month of March is
CANNED FRUIT. We give fruit out at all food
days. We are always in need of fruit. Any kind,
any size can.
We are accepting small hams (2 lb.- 4 lb.) for
Easter. This size ham will be given to the families of 1-2 persons. We will also need large
hams for the larger families. We will be giving
out our Easter food starting Tuesday, March 23 until Thursday, April 1. FISH is
open Tuesdays and Thursdays. Food can be dropped off from 8:30-12:00 on
those days or brought to church and put in the box under the table at the entrance of the fellowship hall.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity. Sue Cox

BLOOD MOBILE

Gloria Potzler

March 3/May 5/July 7
Appointments to donate blood can be
made at www.redcross.org
EASTER MEMORIAL/HONOR GARDEN ORDER FORM
Once again, we will have the Easter Memorial/Honor Garden. If you would
like to remember a “Loved One” and place a lily in the church on Easter morning, kindly fill out this form and return to Marian Riehle or put into the offering plate by Sunday, March 28th with $9.00 per plant. Checks can be made
payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran.
Memorial Garden

Your Name________________________________________
In Loving Memory
of_____________________________________________
Or, please use the Honor Garden

Your Name_______________________________________
In Loving Honor
Of______________________________________________
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The Bloodmobile continues to be a huge
success! A big thank you to all who helped
make this possible. The next blood drive is
March 3rd, donors must preregister online
at www.redcross.org or by calling 716-4815214. We will be serving homemade soup and pie to all who come
to donate blood. Hope to see you all there.
As UB HEALS continues to serve the needs of
the homeless we are collecting sanitizer, gloves,
masks and new socks. With winter approaching
we have also begun to collect hats, mittens, scarfs
and gift cards for Tim Horton’s, McDonald’s and
Burger King. Donations can be placed in the blue
basket located in the community room. There is
also a container for monetary donations on the
information table in the community room. Please contact Liz Stewart at 716-671-2338 for more information.
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Now Is The Time To Pray
JESUS is a life-line for a tired soul, an exhausted mind, and a broken heart. Call out to Him in prayer.
Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer we ask that you would
touch those in need of healing; give them comfort and peace, and help them to
accept your perfect will no matter what the outcome may be. We pray for the
following: Dave, Bonnie, Thelma, Ron, Mike, Kay, Liz, Mary Jean, Linn, Bob,
Roger, Maria, Brandon, Erin, Trynal, Patty, Rusty, Tom, Pat, Michael, Sara,
Jim, Mary, Milt, Larry, Gary, and others AMEN!
Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never
to leave us nor forsake us but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those
who are homebound the comfort of your presence. May you grant them today
an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give them strength in prayer, knowing
that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May
your Word fill them with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell,
Arlene Koch, Diane Hawk.
Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the
dark shadow of this fallen would cause us to experience many difficulties in this
life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our strength in your one and only Son,
Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and resurrection. Help
those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray
for: Struggling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the
incarcerated, many who struggle with addiction, those who grieve the loss of
a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce, those who suffer
relentless physical pain…
Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the
leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy
leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You
faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN!
Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your
almighty arm to strengthen and protect those who serve in the armed forces.
Support them in times of war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil,
giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all things they may serve with
integrity and honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: Andrea Solomon, Brad Hedgecorth, Thomas Stynes… (if your family member has been
omitted please contact the church office.)
Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your
people, that they may more diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors,
through the message of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Send forth a mighty
call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of
speech, and power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel
so that many forsake sin and return unto you. And so bless and favor the work
of your people, that multitudes may be brought from the bondage of evil into
the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Church Year
Feast day’s & commemorations for the month of March
Feast Days
19 — St. Joseph, Guardian of Jesus
25 — The Annunciation of Our Lord
Commemorations
7 — Perpetua and Felicitas, Martyrs
17 — Patrick, Missionary to Ireland
31 — Joseph, Patriarch
Liturgical season: Lent
Liturgical color: Purple

This Lent, we’re putting God’s love in action by making Lutheran
World Relief Personal Care Kits to aid our neighbors around the world
who are in need. Help us engage in this project by donating personal
care items during our Lenten Journey this year. A collection bin can
be found in the community room.
Here is the collection schedule:
Week 1: Bars of Soap (in original wrapping)
Week 2: Bath Towels (light-weight, dark color)
Week 3: Toothbrushes (adult size, in original packaging)
Week 4: Combs
Week 5: Nail Clippers (metal)

For more information on Lutheran World Relief visit LWR.org.

March 2021
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LCMC Update

Meetings &
TRUSTEE MEETING

Present: Mark Belz, Ken Cox, Gloria Potzler, Donna Ptak,
Robert Riehle, Paula Shank, Maria Schulz
Ken Cox opened the meeting with excerpts from Matthew 621, “Portals of Prayer”.
Welcomed and thanked Paula for coming on to fill in a vacant Trustee position.
Treasurer’s Report were distributed and reviewed.
Unfinished Business:
• The committee is still working on member file status;
Paula Shank volunteered to be in the committee.
• Home School Group is not using our facilities anymore.
• Rental for #27 will be raised starting March 2021. Ken notified tenant in early January and Paula will write a letter
to tenant confirming increase.
New Business:
• Steeple Replacement - still planning to making it out of
stainless steel (but not shiny)
• Renovating gym - still on planning stages
• Janitorial service - some adjustment may be made because we have less usage of the building.
Gloria did the closing prayer.
Submitted by Maria Schultz
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Presently (as of 2/21/2021):

Feb. 9, 2021

The Monthly Star

Total Congregations: 958
U.S. Congregations: 772
States Represented: 42
Countries Represented: 15

LCMC 21st Annual
Gathering and Convention

October 3-6, 2021 | Upper Arlington Lutheran
Church | Hilliard, OH
Due to ongoing changes in how individual states and counties are relaxing the
protocols of social interaction, we will watch carefully how larger, in-person
gatherings are accomplished. Our constitution requires us to meet annually
to respond to the needs of the association such as approving the annual
budget and election of members of the Board of Trustees. If circumstance
demands, we will consider every alternative, and as always, praying for discernment.

What is the Annual Gathering all about?
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ’s Annual Gathering is a four-day
event featuring keynote speakers, worship and Bible study, breakout sessions,
vendors and plenty of opportunities for fellowship and networking. Whether
you’re new to LCMC, just checking us out for the first time, or a long-time
member looking to make new friends and reunite with old ones, the Annual
Gathering is the place to be if you're looking to get inspired, get informed, get
trained & equipped and get connected with other LCMC-ers!

Don and I would like to say Thank You to our
church family for all the support during his illness.
Thank you for the phone calls, the food, and the
shoveling. But most of all
for the prayers! We are so
blessed!
Don and Marsha Welshans
March 2021
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Benevolence Showcase

Minutes

What is UB HEALS all about?
Deacons Meeting Minutes

Feb 20, 2021

In attendance: Liz Stewart, and Pastor Dan
Or mission statement: St. Paul’s Deacon’s have been called into service
to help meet the caring needs of God’s children both within our congregation and within our community. We see this service as the rent
we pay for being, our very purpose in this life, and not something that
we do in our spare time; it is our way of life.
Dan opened with prayer at 9:00

UB HEALS (Homeless health, Education, Awareness, and Leadership
in Street medicine) is a Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences (JSMBS) Street Medicine outreach initiative with the mission to
increase access to health care among the homeless population of Buffalo, NY by directly improving their overall health and influencing medical
education.
As a student-run project, we seek to address the unique medical
and psychosocial needs of the homeless population while providing a
valuable educational experience for medical students.
Medical students and faculty from JSMBS, in partnership with the
Matt Urban Human Services of WNY, will participate in direct street outreach to the homeless population in an effort to bridge gaps between
the homeless and the medical community. By building these key relationships and expanding trust between medical students and this important population, UB HEALS aims to make a major impact on
healthcare in Buffalo, NY.
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Our devotion was from HomeWord titled “Help Me! I’m Stuck!” which
was based on Philippians 2:4; Let each of you look not only to his own
interests, but also to the interests of others. We tend to get so tied up
and focus on what is going on in our world that we don’t what to do
next. When this happens, find someone in need (they are out there)
and do something to help that person. This will in turn take your focus
off of yourself and you will then be able to do what God has called you
to do, serve your neighbor.
Dan then shared an article by Dr. Steven A, Hien from 1517 publishing
titled “Surveying Our Soiled Condition, and the Condition of our Soil”.
We come from ground that has been tainted by the curse of the fall.
During the season of Lent, we need to ask the Lord of the harvest to
make our hearts ready to receive the saving Word anew – to live, and
grow, and be fruitful. We can only do this through true repentance.

We spent the rest of the meeting reviewing and updating the Care &
Prayer report.
Next Meeting: 3/20/2021 at 9:00

March 2021
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Women of the Word

Annual Congregational Business Meeting
Feb. 7, 2021

Kim Christensen

Congregational Business Meeting opened at 12:15 p.m.
Pastor Dan Stahl opened the meeting with a prayer.
Robert Riehle distributed St. Paul’s Annual Report for review.
Robert also recognized Paula Shank for having stepped in Jim
McGee’s position as Trustee.
There were 3 nomination for Elder (2 positions required):
Judy Wieserner, Fred Happy and John Christensen
Ballots distributed and filled out: Judy and John got the positions; and grateful “thanks” to Fred Happy for his contribution.

MOTION was made by Ken Cox to accept the nominations. SECOND by Dave Weiserner. ALL IN FAVOR.
Next Sunday. the new officers will be commissioned.
We are still in need of Superintendent of Sunday School, as
well as Asst., to replace Marsha and Kirsten; Marsha stated
that she will stay till new officer is in.

The women of the word met Monday Feb 15th. Few in
numbers, we still were able to get through our Bible
Study together. Thank you for the brownies, Laurie. We are hoping to be able to have our Women's
Luncheon in May as well as the Basket Raffle in
June. Please reach out to Laurie Kyler, Kim Christensen, Sue Cox or Gloria Potzler if you are interested in attending the Luncheon, tentatively scheduled for Sat May
1st. The women are looking to see if we will have
enough women to join us. Our next meeting will be
Monday March 15th @ 7pm. Everyone is welcome!
Faithfully Submitted by
Kim Christensen, Women's Group President

Men’s Ministry
The men of Saint Paul’s meet
on the second Saturday of every month at 7 AM, at the church
for breakfast, good fellowship
and great discussions. Bring
your Bible and join us in a relaxed atmosphere as breakfast is
shared along with God’s Word.

27 voting members were in attendance.
Pastor Stahl closed the meeting.
Submitted by Maria Schultz
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St. Paul’s Ministry News
Stephen Ministry

Youth Of St. Paul’s
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS & COLLEGE
STUDENTS
Rev. Donald R. & Carolyn E. Francis
Scholarship Award

Are you feeling exhausted from all the disruptions to
life brought on by the pandemic? Are you or someone
you know struggling with challenges like . . .
• Isolation and loneliness
• Anxiety over health
• Grief due to many different kinds of losses

Applications with requirements can be found
on the bulletin board in the side Narthex.
Or you can email Paula Shank at
pppom3@yahoo.com to request one emailed
to you.
Deadline is May 15 for submissions.
Questions to Judy Stahl,
Gary Benson or Paula Shank

• Tension from juggling work, childcare, and schooling

Blessings from Sunday School

• Financial strain or job loss
• Uncertainty about the future
• Other unexpected life challenges?

If so, you don’t have to face it alone. Our Stephen
Ministers are ready to listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual support. It’s free and completely confidential. “Come to me, all you who are weary
and burdened, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28
If you are in need, please contact Pastor Dan or Sue Cox.
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Attention Sunday School Parents. After
prayer, discussion, and direction from Pastor
Chad we have decided to re-open Sunday school
for the children. Our teachers feel safe and secure with all safety precautions in place. First
and foremost to us is the safety and well being
of your children, and we feel that we are ready to re-open safely. There will
be sanitizing, distancing, and of coarse mask wearing at all times. All of us
need to be fed by God’s word right now and we are anxious to get back in our
routine. Our start date is March 7th at our usual time. Please feel free to call
me (652-2777) with any questions or concerns you may have, and of coarse
always feel free to talk to Pastor Chad. Our teachers are excited to be returning, and we are praying to see everyone soon. Marsha Welshans
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Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Individual confession and absolution is available
by appointment. Please call the church office or
pastors cell phone directly
7
8:15 and 11:00am
Service

8

9

7:00 pm Church
Council Mtg.
15

16

8:15 and 11:00am
Service
9:30 Sunday School
6 pm Luther League
Meeting

7:00 pm Women’s
Mtg.

21

22

23

6 pm Luther League
Meeting
Page 10

Friday
5

10
10:00am Prayer
Group

11

10:00 am Knitting

12

7:00 pm Lenten Service
8:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

24
10:00am Prayer
Group

6
8:00 am Elder’s Mtg.

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

17
10:00am Prayer
Group

Saturday

13
7:00 am Men’s
Breakfast
10:00 am Knitting

18

19

20
9:00 am Deacon’s Mtg
10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry
25

26

27
10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Lenten Service
8:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

9:30 Sunday School

9:30 Sunday School

4

7:00 pm Lenten Srvc.
8:00 pm Music Team

7:00 pm Lenten Service
8:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

28
8:15 and 11:00am
Service

3
10:00am Prayer
Group

Thursday

2-7pm
7pm Blood Mobile

9:30 Sunday School

14

Wednesday

29

30

31
10:00am Prayer
Group
7:00 pm Lenten Service
8:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
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“As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will
come to us like the winter rains, like
the spring rains that water the earth.” ~ Hosea 6:3
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