MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH,

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church
53 West Falls Road
West Falls, NY 14170-9716
(Return Service Requested)

February 2021

FEBRUARY 2021
Like us on Facebook or follow us on YouTube to stream live services.
http://FB.SaintPaulsChurch.com
http://YouTube.SaintPaulsChurch.com

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
EAST AURORA, NY 14052
PERMIT NO. 44

In God We Trust

STAR ARTICLES are due by the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Please e-mail articles, corrections, updates or address changes to
Chantal Riehle at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com or
call her at 716-984-0049.

Feb 7th: Annual Congregational Meeting and election of
officers, 12:15 pm

Given the evolving nature of the coronavirus
outbreak, please follow us on Facebook or refer
to our website for the most up to date schedule
or cancellations
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Pastor’s Corner

Data & Info

We Are But Dust….

Those Who Celebrate Their February Anniversaries

Pr. Chad Kyler
Ashes to ashes and dust to dust. These familiar words from the funeral liturgy are rooted in the Bible. After evicting Adam and Eve from
the garden of Eden following their fall into sin God decreed in Genesis
3:19 “By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the
ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you
shall return.” God created us from the dust of the earth and to that same
dust we return when we die.
In the Ash Wednesday liturgy, we are again confronted with these
words “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The
pastor speaks these words as he marks our foreheads with a cross of
black ashes. It is a reminder that we need to reflect deeply on the nature
of sin, the brevity of life, and the reality of death. This internal reflection
is a main theme of the Lenten season which is now upon us. It is a theme
we may more readily embrace this year as we look back over the past
year and consider how we’ve been affected both individually, and as a
church by the COVID-19 virus and pandemic. Many people and indeed
many things have died this past year because of the pandemic. As I write
this article nearly 400,000 Americans have been killed by the virus (this
is based on the official CDC number), many businesses have also been
shuttered and as a result many people have lost their means of earning a
living. Our church has been closed again these past four weeks and many
others have been closed much longer. All that we felt was permanent has
turned out to be less so and the season of Lent reminds us of this impermanence.
The forty-day Lenten season begins on Ash Wednesday (February
17th, 2021). It is a journey that culminates in three holy days: Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. Lent is a call to repentance, it is an
invitation to reorder your life, and a time to focus on the events that led
to the crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord. Above all, Lent is a time
to meditate on the great cost that your Lord has paid for you and for your
salvation.
Some of us will journey through Lent without much thought, without
much effort, with little risked and little gained. Others among us will emPage 2
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15, 1969 Larry & Cynthia Flint
20, 1993 Paul & Terry Tomczyk
21, 2004 Ronald & Ellen Lorek

52 years
28 years
17 years

If we missed your anniversary or have the
wrong date please email Chantal at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com.

Official Acts
There were no official acts during January. If you are in need of pastoral services please contact Pastor Chad or the church secretary.

Church Contacts
Pastor: Chad Kyler

716.652.9197
980.330.2725 (cell)
Pastor.ckyler@gmail.com

Office Hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 1-4:30
Associate Pastor: Dan Stahl
716.861.2706
Church Secretary & Calendar Questions: Chantal Riehle
716.984.0049
Choir Director: Bob Posenjak
716.698.5363
President: Bob Riehle
716.912.0249
Sunday School Superintendent: Marsha Welshans
Youth Directors: Jon & Cassie McGee
716.697.8283
Church e-mail: office@saintpaulschurch.com
Web Site: www.saintpaulschurch.com
February 2021
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Congregational
Building Fund
Mr. Gary Benson—”In the beginning of the world when time began, Christ already was. At the end of the rowld, when time ceases, He still will be.” ~ From Together With Jesus

$40.00

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stynes II

$250.00

Trynal Morrison—In honor of Titus & Karen’s birthdays.

$10.00

Linda Morrison—In honor of Brennan & Tysheen’s birthdays.

$24.00

Linda Morrison—In honor of the Apostle Peter

$5.00

Ms. Gloria Potzler—In memory of Ed Aiple

$25.00

Ms. Lori Haas—In loving memory of my mom, Joan Miller.

$50.00

Liz Stewart—In loving memory of my Colin. Happy Birthday My
Love. I miss you ever day, until we worship together in heaven.

$25.00

January Totals

$429.00

brace the journey, challenge themselves, and in the end find themselves
renewed and changed. Each of us must decide ahead of time how we
would like our journey to go. With the year we have just experienced
together behind us and a new year of uncertainty already begun I think
there is no better time for you to re-order your life, make a new start, or
deepen the good spiritual habits you’ve already begun. Take the time to
prepare and plan your Lenten observance. Use the daily devotional we
have mailed out to each home. Spend time daily in prayer, Bible reading and in the study of the catechism. Finally, make sure to join us for
every Lenten service whether in person or online.
While it is true that we are dust, it is also true that Christ became
one of us to redeem all of us that we might live eternally even after we
have died. No virus, disaster, or hardship can take that promise away
from us!
Let the journey begin!

Upcoming News & Events
Congregational Meeting and
Election of Officers
Feb 7th, 12:15

Donations to the Building Fund are published in the Monthly Star in the
format you see. If you would like your gift to be listed anonymously,
please indicate so on your envelope and we will be happy to comply.

Monthly Stats
Church
Sunday

Attendance Offering
2020

Sunday School

2021

Need

2020

2021

Mail-In

2020

12/27/20 106

76

$4,472 $590.00

1/3/21

136

161

$4,472 $3,478.00

57

1/10/21

42

190

$4,472 $2,790.00

14

1/17/21

77

171

$4,472 $1,230.00

32

1/24/21

116

108

$4,472 $1,408.00 $1,765.00 $5,775.00 61

2021 Offering

$1,375.00 57

$840.00

Online Contributions: $5,430.00

The following terms will be expiring
this year and voted on at the meeting:

President
Financial Secretary
Deacon
Elder
Trustee
Youth Rep
Sunday School Superintendent

***Attendance based on number of views for online services
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Ways to Serve Our Community

The Church Year
Feast day’s & commemorations for the month of February

Feast Days
2 — The Purification of Mary and the Presentation of Our Lord
24 — St. Matthias, Apostle

Commemorations
5 — Jacob (Israel), Patriarch
10 — Silas, Fellow worker of St. Peter and St. Paul
13 — Aquila, Priscilla, Apollos
14 — Valentine, Martyr
15 — Philemon and Onesimus
16 — Philip Melanchthon (birth), Confessor
18 — Martin Luther, Doctor and Confessor
23 — Polycarp of Smyrna, Pastor and Martyr

Gloria Potzler

March 3/May 5/July 7
Appointments to donate blood can be
made at www.redcross.org

The Bloodmobile continues to be a huge
success! A big thank you to all who helped
make this possible.
The American Red Cross has begun
testing all donations for Covid-19 antibodies as an additional service to our donors and to help provide insight into possible exposure to coronavirus.
The next blood drive is January 6th, donors must preregister
online at www.redcross.org or by calling 716-481-5214. We will
be serving homemade soup and pie to all who come to donate
blood. Hope to see you all there.
Page 4

The food for the month of February is BAKED BEANS OR PORK AND
BEANS. At this time, we are in need
of the 15oz and 16 oz. size, although
any size will do. Normally we give out
Baked Beans at all holidays and various times during the year. We were
unable to give them out at Christmas because we had so few.
We give out this size for the families of 1 or 2 people. We need
80+ to give them one time.
Thank you so much for the increased amounts of food given during the holidays. Our storage room is in need of restocking. FISH does depend on the community churches for their
monthly collections.
Sue Cox

Liturgical season: Lent
Liturgical color: Purple
BLOOD MOBILE

FISH OF EAST AURORA…

The Monthly Star

As UB HEALS continues to
serve the needs of the homeless we
are collecting sanitizer, gloves,
masks and new socks. With winter
approaching we have also begun to
collect hats, mittens, scarfs and
gift cards for Tim Horton’s,
McDonald’s and Burger King. Donations can be placed in the blue basket located in the
community room. There is also a container for monetary donations on the information table in the community room. Please contact Liz Stewart at 716-671-2338 for
more information.
February 2021
Page 13

Now Is The Time To Pray
JESUS is a life-line for a tired soul, an exhausted mind, and a broken heart. Call out to Him in prayer.

Meetings & Minutes

Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer we ask that you would
touch those in need of healing; give them comfort and peace, and help them to
accept your perfect will no matter what the outcome may be. We pray for the
following: Dave, Thelma, Ron, Mike, Kay, Liz, Mary Jean, Linn, Bob, Roger, Ed,
Maria, Brandon, Erin, Trynal, Patty, Rusty, Tom, Pat, Bob, Michael, Jim, Mary,
Milt, Larry, Gary, and others AMEN!

Church Council Meeting

Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never
to leave us nor forsake us but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those
who are homebound the comfort of your presence. May you grant them today
an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give them strength in prayer, knowing
that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May
your Word fill them with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell,
Arlene Koch, Diane Hawk.

•

January 12, 2021
•

•

•

Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the
dark shadow of this fallen would cause us to experience many difficulties in this
life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our strength in your one and only Son,
Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and resurrection. Help
those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray
for: Struggling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the
incarcerated, many who struggle with addiction, those who grieve the loss of
a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce, those who suffer
relentless physical pain…
Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the
leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy
leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You
faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN!
Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your
almighty arm to strengthen and protect those who serve in the armed forces.
Support them in times of war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil,
giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all things they may serve with
integrity and honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: Andrea Solomon, Brad Hedgecorth, Thomas Stynes… (if your family member has been
omitted please contact the church office.)

•

Meeting opened with Prayer from Don Welshans
Pastor conducted a bible study
Photo directory is being viewed by the committee and parishioners for editing before final publishing
The following council seats are up for renewal and election
at the Feb 7th Congregational meeting. President, Financial Secretary, 2 Deacons, 2 Elders, 1 Trustee, Sunday
School Superintendent and Asst SS Supt. The current
officers have volunteered to remain in their positions with
the exception of the following 3 open positions. ( trustee,
SS Supt, Asst SS Supt ) If there is an individual that feels
called to serve in any of the occupied or open positions
please notify Pastor or Bob Riehle. In the case there are
multiple candidates for any of these positions there will be
a ballot vote at the congregational meeting to determine
the elected officer for that position.
Meeting closed with prayer from Pastor Dan

Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your
people, that they may more diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors,
through the message of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Send forth a mighty
call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of
speech, and power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel
so that many forsake sin and return unto you. And so bless and favor the work
of your people, that multitudes may be brought from the bondage of evil into
the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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St. Paul’s Ministry News

LCMC Update
Presently (as of 1/17/2021):

Total Congregations: 958
U.S. Congregations: 772
States Represented: 42
Countries Represented: 15

Journeying through Grief
Journeying through Grief is a set of four short books to send to people
at four crucial times during the first year after the loss of a loved one.
Author Kenneth C. Haugk writes in a warm, caring style, with short, easy
-to-read chapters. He walks alongside the reader through the grief journey, sharing helpful insights about grief, biblical truths, and stories that
provide comfort and reassurance.

If you know of anyone who
would be blessed by receiving
these, please contact Pastor
Dan or Sue Cox.

LCMC 21st Annual
Gathering and Convention

October 3-6, 2021 | Upper Arlington Lutheran
Church | Hilliard, OH
Due to ongoing changes in how individual states and counties are relaxing the protocols of social interaction, we will watch carefully how larger, in-person gatherings are
accomplished. Our constitution requires us to meet annually to respond to the needs
of the association such as approving the annual budget and election of members of
the Board of Trustees. If circumstance demands, we will consider every alternative,
and as always, praying for discernment.

LCMC Who We Are
We’re Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ, and our name pretty much says it
all. We’re not a denomination, we’re a movement. We view the local church as the
place where people in the community come to get connected with God and one another. We celebrate the fact that everyone is wired a little differently; it allows each and
every one of us to serve according to our own unique strengths, skills and talents.

We’re free in Christ: In Romans 6, Paul explains that those who follow Jesus
receive God’s grace and are freed from being burdened by their sin. In LCMC, we celebrate this freedom. We also place a great emphasis on understanding what it means
to follow Jesus, then doing it. We understand that one size doesn’t fit all when it
comes to ministry because different communities often have different needs, backgrounds and cultures. Rather than micromanaging what they do, we give our members
the freedom to be creative in how they do ministry, working together to transform the
lives of others and fulfill the Great Commission that Jesus set forth in Matthew
28. While we think it’s important to make promises to God rather than to an institution, we also think it’s important to have standards and practices in place for holding
one another accountable when it comes to ministry.

Blessings from Sunday School
The Sunday School remains on hold until the
church resumes services. We are all hoping
that we can come and be together soon. We
miss each and everyone of you and look forward to some fun activities.
Faithfully submitted by Kim Christensen
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Benevolence Showcase

Women of the Word
Kim Christensen

What is ILT all About?
The Institute of Lutheran Theology is a Lutheran
seminary providing graduate, certificate, and lay
level theological education through a fully integrated online campus. Faithful, fully-credentialed
teachers lead students deeply into the Scriptures
and the Christian tradition through a continual
dialogue via live online video conferencing that
replicates a traditional classroom. This grants students the opportunity to study at ILT without the inconvenience of relocating.
Students immediately apply what they learn to their lives, communities, families, and congregations.

Mission Statement
The Institute of Lutheran Theology is a Christian faith community, seminary
and graduate school that rigorously equips faithful pastors, teachers, and lay
people to effectively proclaim the gospel and serve Christ's church throughout
the world.

Vision Statement
The Institute of Lutheran Theology will be a leading center for classical theological study in the Lutheran tradition that holds the scandal of the cross before the church and the world through its students and graduates, its participation in the ecumenical theological enterprise, and its pioneering efforts in lay,
undergraduate, seminary, and graduate education.

The Women of the Word have cancelled the Annual
Christmas Party at Altons on Jan 24th unfortunately,
with all the COVID restrictions. We have our date set
for December 5th and hopefully by then we will be able
to enjoy each other's company. There will be no meeting in January. We will meet Monday February
15th. Prayers to everyone and hoping that you all stay
safe and healthy.
Faithfully Submitted by Kim Christensen
Next meeting will be Monday Feb 15th @ 7pm.

Support ILT
The Institute of Lutheran Theology is an independent school of Lutheran theology providing a biblical and confessional theological education to the next generation of pastors and workers in Christ's church. As ILT provides
this theological education to our students, it is important to remember that
tuition does NOT cover the entire cost of the education. It only provides 23% of
the operating costs of the Institute of Lutheran Theology.
What does this mean? It means that support has to come from: Congregations (like St. Paul’s), Individuals, Private Foundations Estates, Endowment
Funds, Matching Corporate Gifts for Education, Estates, ILT’s Bookstore
(Powered by Amazon.com), Thrivent Choice Dollars, Faculty and Staff
Supporting ILT means Lutheran congregations will be provided with solid
confessional and biblical pastors and workers to continue the proclamation of
the Gospel throughout the world for generations to come. Your prayers and
gifts are critical to going into All the World as Christ commanded us to do in
Mark 16:15
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Men’s Ministry
The men of Saint Paul’s meet
on the second Saturday of every month at 7 AM, at the church
for breakfast, good fellowship
and great discussions. Bring
your Bible and join us in a relaxed atmosphere as breakfast is
shared along with God’s Word.
February 2021
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February 2021
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

3
10:00am Prayer
Group

**Given the evolving nature of the coronavirus**
outbreak, please follow us on Facebook or refer to
our website for the most up to date schedule or
cancellations
7
8:15 and 11:00am
Service

8

Wednesday

7:00 pm Elder’s
Elder Mtg.
7:00 pm Music Team

9

10
10:00am Prayer
Group

Thursday
4

Friday
5

6
10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry
11

12

9:30 Sunday School

15

7:00 pm Trustees Mtg

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

16

17
10:00am Prayer
Group

18

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

24
10:00am Prayer
Group

25

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

19

6 pm Luther League
Meeting

7:00 pm Women’s
Mtg.

21

22

23

20
9:00 am Deacon’s Mtg
10:00 am Knitting

9:30 Sunday School

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

13
7:00 am Men’s
Breakfast
10:00 am Knitting

12:15 pm Annual
Congregational
Meeting
14

Saturday

26

27
10:00 am Knitting

9:30 Sunday School
6 pm: Mentor Mtg/
Fellowship Meal
28
8:15 and 11:00am
Service
9:30 Sunday School
6 pm Luther League
Meeting
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7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

“No one has ever seen God; but if we love one
another, God lives in us and his love is made
complete in us ” ~ 1 John 4:12
The Monthly Star
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Individual confession and absolution is available
by appointment. Please call the church office or
pastors cell phone directly
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