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In God We Trust

STAR ARTICLES are due by the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Please e-mail articles, corrections, updates or address changes to
Chantal Riehle at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com or
call her at 716-984-0049.

August 1st: Safety Training for Child and Youth
Ministries, 9 am
August 19th & 26th: Marriage By God’s Design,
7 pm
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Data & Info

Pastor’s Corner

Those Who Celebrate Their August Anniversaries

There’s Just Something About
Mary.
Pr. Chad Kyler
“And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it
be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed
from her.” Luke 1:38
Lutherans honor Mary, or at least we should! August 15th
is the Feast of Mary, Mother of the Lord, so I’m taking this
opportunity to review Mary’s significance and the historic
Lutheran understanding of her role in salvation history.
Mary as Luke tells us was chosen among all women to be
the mother of God incarnate in the person of Jesus Christ, a
mission she freely and joyfully accepted. Because of this her
cousin Elizabeth when seeing Mary “...exclaimed with a loud
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb!” (Luke 1:42). Therefore Lutherans hold Mary
in high esteem, universally teaching the dogmas of the Theotokos (God-bearer) and the Virgin Birth.
From the Lutheran Confessions we read “On account of
this personal union and communion of the natures, Mary, the
most blessed virgin, did not conceive a mere, ordinary human
being, but a human being who is truly the Son of the most
high God, as the angel testifies. He demonstrated his divine
majesty even in his mother’s womb in that he was born of a
virgin without violating her virginity. Therefore she is truly
the mother of God and yet remained a virgin (Formula of
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1, 1964 Paul & Marilyn Mausteller
56 years
2, 2003 John & Kim Christensen
17 years
4, 2006 Frank & Kim Puma
14 years
5, 2000 James & Maureen Schinzel
20 years
6, 1995 Robert & Meribeth Bajak
25 years
8, 1998 John & Cammie Schelble
22 years
9, 2008 Michael & Heather Eusanio 12 years
11, 1979 Steve & Debra Dechert
41 years
14, 2010 Al & Fran Kaefer
10 years
15, 1981 Robert & Jill Mariea
39 years
17, 2001 Jay & Lisa Kingston
19 years
17, 2007 Vince & Erin Hammell
13 years
19, 1972 Robert & Joyce Transki
48 years
20, 1966 Rev. Donald & Carolyn Francis 54 years
21, 1982 Ken & Sue Cox
38 years
22, 1987 Dan & Patty Schinzel
33 years
23, 1975 Steve & Nancy White
45 years
24, 2002 Robert & Ann Adams
18 years
25, 2007 Daniel & Pamela Fusco
13 years
26, 1989 Wade & Connie Richards
31 year

Church Contacts
Pastor: Chad Kyler

If we missed your anniversary
or have the wrong date please
email Chantal at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com.

716.652.9197
980.330.2725 (cell)
Pastor.ckyler@gmail.com

Office Hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 1-4:30
Vicar: Dan Stahl
716.861.2706
Church Secretary & Calendar Questions: Chantal Riehle
716.984.0049
Choir Director: Bob Posenjak
716.698.5363
President: Bob Riehle
716.912.0249
Sunday School Superintendent: Marsha Welshans
Youth Directors: Jon & Cassie McGee
716.697.8283
Church e-mail: office@saintpaulschurch.com
Web Site: saintpaulschurch.com
August 2020
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Congregational

Concord, Solid Declaration article VIII.24).

Building Fund
Mr. & Mrs. David Wieserner—In memory of Claudia Strickland

$100.00

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Seibert—In memory of Claudia Strickland

$50.00

Mr. Gary Benson—Country music singer, Kenny Chesney, has an interesting line in one of his songs: “Everybody wants to go to heaven, but
nobody wants to go now”

$40.00

Kirsten, Fiona, Emmett & Cora—In loving memory of Claudia

$100.00

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Stephens—In memory of Claudia Strickland

$40.00

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stynes II

$200.00

Jim Volk—In loving memory of my brother, Floyd G. Volk

$100.00

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Weston—In memory of Claudia Strickland, cherished
member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.

$50.00

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Polizzi—In loving memory of Claudia Strickland

$30.00

Ms. Linda Zee—In memory of Claudia Strickland

$50.00

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Stahl—In loving memory of our friend, Claudia Strickland

$50.00

Paul & Marilyn Mausteller—In memory of Claudia Strickland

$25.00

Mr. & Mrs. David Schroeder—In loving memory of our beloved friend,
Colin Stewart. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
~ Hebrews 13:8

$50.00

Mr. & Mrs. David Schroeder—In loving memory of Claudia Strickland.
She is now singing in the Heavenly Choir.

$50.00

Mr. & Mrs. Justin Transki—In memory of Claudia Strickland

$50.00

MaryAnn & Hank Durski—In memory of Claudia Strickland

$25.00

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stynes II

$200.00

Mr. Gerard Nowak—In loving memory of my beautiful wife, Betty.

$50.00

Mr. & Mrs. James Brooks Jr.

$20.00

Christine Schultz—In loving memory of Jack Schultz

$25.00

Liz Stewart—In loving memory of Colin Stewart who is healed in heaven.
“I will remember their sins no more”, Hebrews 8:12

$25.00

Anonymous

$2.00

July Totals:

$1,307.00
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We oppose however the notion held by Rome that Mary
is a mediatrix of intercession or redemption which is part of
our greater and more extensive opposition to the belief that
the merits of the saints could be added to those of Jesus
Christ to save humanity. Hence we do not pray to Mary (or
any saint), adore or worship her in any way. Instead we honor Mary best by emphasizing that she was a receiver of
God's love and favor.
According to scripture Mary was present during certain
moments of Jesus’ ministry. She encouraged Him to perform His first miracle at a wedding in Cana (John 2:3-5),
she was present when he preached (Matthew 12:46-50), and
she was present at the crucifixion (John 19:25). At the cross
Jesus gave the task of caring for His mother following His
death to John the beloved disciple (John 19:25-27).
Mary was also active in the early Church “All these
with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his
brothers.” (Acts 1:14) and the Apostles recognized her importance in God’s plan and purpose “But when the fullness
of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman,
born under the law.” (Galatians 4:4)
Considering all of this it is good for Christians to remember, honor, and celebrate Mary the mother of our Lord
for she is a shining example of one who received God’s
grace, mercy, and love accepting the mission He had chosen
her to fulfill. May we all follow her example and declare
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”
August 2020
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Upcoming News & Events

Ways to Serve Our Community
FISH OF EAST AURORA…

Marriage By God’s Design
Marriage by God’s Design” will be offered starting August 19th
for all couples planning to get married at St. Paul’s. There will be
four sessions: August 19th, 26th, and September 2nd, 9th. All ses-

sions will meet at 7pm here at the church and are led by Pastor

At this time, we have used our last box of SPAGHETTI PASTA. We normally have a good supply
on hand but we are out of it. We are also in need
of ANY KIND OF PASTA. We will need to purchase
some assorted pasta for our next food week. We
use between 250-300lb. of pasta EACH MONTH.
We accept any kind of food at any time. Many thanks for your continued
support. Sue Cox

Chad. This course is a pre-wedding requirement so if you’re al-

UB HEALS continues to service the medical
needs of the homeless during the Covid 19
pandemic. Currently UB HEALS is in great
need of sanitizer, gloves, masks & new socks
only (until Covid permits more). Donations
can be placed in the blue basket in the narthex. Please contact Liz Stewart at
716-671-2338 for more information.

ready engaged, and have a date planned or are just planning on
getting married in the near future please contact Pastor Chad to
register.

Monthly Stats
St. Paul’s Talent Show is
back.
Please join the Sunday School during
Rally Day Sunday September 13th from 930am
-12pm. Calling anyone and everyone who has
any talent at all, to come and perform. There
will be a sign up sheet coming soon, so that we make sure we have
plenty of spots/times available. There will be prizes for for 1st, 2nd and
3rd places. Judges will be picked soon. Any questions, please see Kim
Christensen or give her a call on her cell 830-1090.
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Church

Attendance Offering

Sunday

2019 2020

Need

6/28/20

117

56

7/5/20

148

7/12/20
7/19/20

Sunday School
2019

2020

Mail-In

2019

2020 Offering

$4,472 $1,760.00 $2,488.00 $260.00

13

17

$50.00

77

$4,472 $4,425.00 $2,865.00 $400.00

6

29

$5.00

133

92

$4,472 $1,992.00 $2,034.00 $250.00

7

48

$275.00

119

68

$4,472 $1,685.00 $1,937.00 $910.00

Official Acts
There were no official acts performed during July 2020.
If you are in need of pastoral services please contact the church or
Pastor Chad at 652-9197.
August 2020
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Now Is The Time To Pray
JESUS is a life-line for a tired soul, an exhausted mind, and a broken heart. Call out to Him in prayer.
Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer we ask that you would
touch those in need of healing; give them comfort and peace, and help them to
accept your perfect will no matter what the outcome may be. We pray for the
following: Thelma, Ron, Mike, Kay, Stephen, Liz, Mary Jean, Lynn, Bob, Roger,
Ed, Maria, Trynal, Patty, Rusty, Tom, Bob, Michael, Jim, Mary, Milt and others
AMEN!
Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never
to leave us nor forsake us but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those
who are homebound the comfort of your presence. May you grant them today
an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give them strength in prayer, knowing
that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May
your Word fill them with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell,
Arlene Koch, Diane Hawk.
Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the
dark shadow of this fallen would cause us to experience many difficulties in this
life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our strength in your one and only Son,
Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and resurrection. Help
those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray
for: Struggling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the
incarcerated, many who struggle with addiction, those who grieve the loss of
a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce, those who suffer
relentless physical pain…
Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the
leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy
leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You
faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN!
Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your
almighty arm to strengthen and protect those who serve in the armed forces.
Support them in times of war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil,
giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all things they may serve with
integrity and honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: Andrea Solomon, Douglass Ziemer, Brad Hedgecorth, Thomas Stynes… (if your family
member has been omitted please contact the church office.)
Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your
people, that they may more diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors,
through the message of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Send forth a mighty
call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of
speech, and power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel
so that many forsake sin and return unto you. And so bless and favor the work
of your people, that multitudes may be brought from the bondage of evil into
the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Church Year
Feast day’s & commemorations for the month of August
Feast Days
15 — St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord
24 — St. Bartholomew, Apostle
29 — The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist
Commemorations
3 — Joanna, Mary, and Salome, Myrrhbearers
10 — Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr
16 — Isaac
17 — Johann Gerhard, Theologian
19 — Bernard of Clairvaux, Hymnwriter and Theologian
20 — Samuel
27 — Monica, Mother of Augustine
28 — Augustine of Hippo, Pastor and Theologian
Liturgical season: Pentecost

BLOOD MOBILE

Liturgical color: Green
Gloria Potzler

September 2/November 4/January 6
Appointments to donate blood can be made at
www.redcross.org
The Bloodmobile continues to be a huge success! In July we collected 40 pints of blood and had
many new donors. A big thank you to all who
helped make this possible.
The American Red Cross has begun testing all
donations for Covid-19 antibodies as an additional
service to our donors and to help provide insight
into possible exposure to coronavirus.
The next blood drive is September 2nd, donors must preregister online
at www.redcross.org or by calling 716-481-5214. We will be serving homemade soup and pie to all who come to donate blood.
Hope to see you all there.
August 2020
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St. Paul’s Ministry News

LCMC Update

Stephen Ministry

Presently (as of 7/18/2020):

I don’t believe that time heals everything. It helps, it
does. After a while you won’t cry about it all the time.
It won’t consume your every thought anymore. You
do get better. You’ll laugh. And smile. You’ll even
have a lot of great days. But it is still there. You just
learn to live with it.
This is how things are now. SO get used to it. But, that doesn’t mean it
ever goes away. It’s still deep in your soul. Still makes you cry when
you think about it too much. Still stops you in your tracks when something reminds you of it. You’ll have those moments where your heart
hurts really bad. I don’t think time heals everything. Sure it gets better.
But it’s a scar that never goes away. A broken bone that still aches on
rainy days.
~ Melinda Caroline

October 4-7, 2020 | North Heights Lutheran Church | Arden Hills, MN

Total Congregations: 957
U.S. Congregations: 771
States Represented: 42
Countries Represented: 15

On 6/26/2020 we received the following information: Our 20th Annual Gathering &
Convention is going to happen, just not in the same way we have gathered in the
past. In light of the current restrictions placed on group gatherings in the state of Minnesota due to COVID-19, we have made some changes to this year's program:

•

PROGRAM: The duration of the event has been reduced to one day only on Monday, October 5. Breakout sessions, fellowship and networking activities, and vendors
have been canceled for this year.

•

CAPACITY: Registration is first come first served, limited to 250 people, and open
to voting delegates ONLY.

•
Let us not forget what 1 John 1: 4-5 tells us: For everyone who has been
born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God? We do not live as those with no hope. Our hope is
found in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. He took care of it all on the cross.

Remember, you do not have to make this journey alone. If you
know of anyone who would benefit from having a Stephen Minister coming along side and walking with them, please contact
Vicar Dan or Sue Cox.

Men’s Ministry
The men of Saint Paul’s meet on the second Saturday of every month at 7 AM,
at the church for breakfast, good fellowship and great discussions. Bring your Bible and join us in a relaxed atmosphere as
breakfast is shared along with God’s
Word.
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Plans are also in the works to offer a more interactive experience for those who
are not able to attend in person, but will still be watching the event online via live
stream. We will have more details on that available at a later date, so stay tuned!
Upon review by the Elders, it was decided that we would not be attending this year’s
gathering. On a positive note, we have a new Service Coordinator who will be taking
over starting 8/1/2020.
Bio for Mike: Mike brings 40 plus years of leadership and ministry experience, having
served in Lutheran congregations in Nebraska (Christ Lutheran Church) and South Dakota (Trinity Lutheran Church) as a youth pastor, worship leader, associate pastor, and
senior pastor. He also served as President for The Master’s Institute Seminary for ten
years and most recently, as Director for the Alliance of Renewal Churches (ARC). Mike is
passionate about helping leaders and congregations create an atmosphere that is a
safe place for developing healthy leaders and disciples in the church, and equipping
God’s people for lives of effective witness and ministry in the world. He is the author of
the book, Being a Safe Place for the Dangerous Kind, in which he articulates the essential connection between solid theology and healthy practice in mission and ministry.
Mike enjoys sports of all kinds, having served as a high school basketball and baseball
coach while serving Trinity Lutheran Church in Rapid City, South Dakota. He and his wife
of forty-two years, Debi, enjoy reading, hiking, and swimming, and Mike enjoys the
occasional golf outing. They have five adult children – Andrew Michael, Joseph Ross,
Rachel Christine, Stephen Daniel and Benjamin John, and three grandsons – Michael,
Isaac, and Lucas. Mike and Debi live in Gilbert, Arizona with their three-year old white
Labrador, Maggie Mae.
August 2020
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Youth Of St. Paul’s

Rescheduled Sixth Annual
Jake Stahl Memorial

Blessings from Sunday School

Men’s shoot-out & cook out!

Greetings from Sunday school! I hope everyone is doing well and enjoying their summer. It
certainly is a different summer. Our kids are done
with Sunday school for the summer and hopefully
our teachers are having a well deserved rest. The
last couple of Sundays we have had meetings to
discuss our fall plans. I would like to assure all parents and grandparents that
we are doing everything we can to keep our class rooms safe and clean for
your children. We are following all state guidelines for cleaning and mask
wearing. As of right now all children and teachers will wear face masks and
do our best to distance. If your child has a medical condition that excuses
them from wearing a mask please talk to me and I will do my best to accommodate them. It is as safe as we can possibly make it for your children to
come to Sunday school. On that note on Sunday September13th, we will kick
off Rally day with a small carnival and talent show. We will have games, prizes, food and fun. This will take place outside if the weather cooperates, inside if it does not. This will take place during our Sunday school time and end
with hot dogs around 11. So mark your colanders for September 13th and
come and enjoy!

St. Paul’s Lutheran Men invite you to join us!
Saturday September 19, 2020
4:00 pm until you’re ready to go home.
5:00 PM FOOD is served!
The event is located at the West Falls
Conservation Society
55 Bridge Street
West Falls, New York 14170
Free Food. Free Shells. No Experience
Necessary. Just come and have fun in
memory of Jake

Women of the Word
Kim Christensen

God bless Marsha and Kirsten

Safeguarding God’s Children for Ministries
Important Announcement
Sunday School will be hosting (2) Safety Training Seminars for anyone involved with children/youth ministries at St. Paul’s church.
There will be signup sheets on the welcome
table outside the gym doors where we enter
for church service. Please sign up for one so
we can plan for refreshments and seating.
Saturday, August 1st at 9 am to 10:30 am – pastries and coffee/tea will
be served. It is mandatory for all SS teachers and administrators,
SS volunteers, youth leaders and paid church staff to attend.
Please do not bring your children to this.
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The women met Monday July 20th for our monthly
meeting. Bible Study was led by Kim, and then we began
brainstorming ideas for a fall fundraiser. Hoping to get
back to our “new norm” soon.
Next meeting will be Monday August 17th @ 7pm.
August 2020
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Benevolence Showcase
“A Lifeboat in the Storm”
Submitted by Vicar Dan Stahl
Reality of the Cross
That morning in August 1999 saw a desperate act of submission to an illusion. The illustration was that HE is necessary and must become law. Rather than uniting the church,
the amendment divided it.
Two years later, LCMC was formed – not because there
ever was or ever will be a pure church, but because there is
a pure Gospel, “the power of God for salvation for all who
believe” (Romans 1:16 RSV)
It has been asked if this may have been a sign that the ELCA was intentionally (or not) turning to Universalism as a new theology. The book The Church
from Age to Age states the following:
One of the results of the claims of the history of religion
school is universalism, the belief that everyone can be saved
in his own way in any of the world religions.

Deacons Meeting Minutes

July 18, 2020

In attendance: Barb Rotino, Liz Stewart, Bonnie Schroeder, Mary Barkey, and
Vicar Dan
Or mission statement: St. Paul’s Deacon’s have been called into service to
help meet the caring needs of God’s children both within our congregation
and within our community. We see this service as the rent we pay for being,
our very purpose in this life, and not something that we do in our spare time;
it is our way of life.
Dan opened with prayer at 9:05

Our devotion was from HOMEWORD titled Status Quo. We cannot be the salt
and light that God expects us to be by playing it safe with the status quo. Jesus
did not live and die so that we could live the status quo. He came to give us
life to the fullest. By the working of the Holy Spirit we are given the desire to
become devoted to Jesus. This devotion to Jesus is the salt that enhances and
preserves the world, and it is the light that illuminates the darkness.
Dan then shared a posting from Mike Bradley (the new Service Coordinator
with LCMC) about repentance, here is part of it:

This merger certainly might give one the impression that this just might be the
case? Time will tell. Another issue or concern for the ELCA was the vote to
allow same gender unions and then to go one step more and allow them to be
leaders in the church itself, which goes against everything that scripture teaches. I believe that this was the straw that broke the camel’s back. I like the way
Meredith Schultz puts in the book By What Authority?

“We can't get out of the mess we're in as a people and as a nation by only
continuing to try to do all kinds of good things in our own strength and
power. Not that those things are unimportant. Education, helpful legislation, social programs that build bridges and provide for practical needs they are not unimportant.

Modern Christianity has a great number of teachers to
say what their itching ears want to hear. Scholars and seminaries, men wise in their own eyes, who have tamed the
Word of God to suit their spoiled audience. Scripture is no
longer the lamplight, but the lapdog of the church – weak,
emasculated, and eating out of academia’s hand.

However, they cannot change the human heart. And it is what’s in our
hearts, apart from a relationship with Jesus Christ, that continues to drive
a wedge between us racially, generationally, economically, and between
female and male. The truth is that humankind is in bondage to sin and we
cannot free ourselves.

But they all deceive themselves. Scripture brooks no
abuse. Revelation closes with an ominous warning against
cut-and-paste operations:

There is good news, however. Jesus Christ died to forgive our sin and to
set us free from the sin that holds us captive. As we receive and experience His forgiveness and God’s great kindness toward us, the Lord’s gift of
repentance can begin to stir in our hearts and move us toward that doorway we can walk through into a better way of living life together here and
now, not just in eternity.”

I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of
this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to
him the plagues described in this book. And if anyone takes
words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away
from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city,
which are described in this book. (emphasis added) (NIV)
If intellectual arguments fail, if scriptural parlay falls on
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Dan then shared a word of encouragement for those who grieve from Melinda
Caroline. We spent the rest of the meeting updating the Care & Prayer report.
Mary and Liz closed us with prayer 9:55
August 2020

Next Meeting: Sat 8/15 at 9:00
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Meetings & Minutes
Church Council Meeting

July 14, 2020

Present: Pastor Chad, Kirsten Chase, John Christensen, Morgan Christensen, Ken Cox,
Donna Ptak, Gloria Potzler, Robert Riehle, Barb Rotino, Dan & Judy Stahl, Liz Stewart,
Don & Marsha Welshans, Maria Schultz
Don Welshans opened the meeting with a prayer; Pastor Chad followed with Bible
reading
Council Minutes in Monthly Star.
Treasurer’s Report was distributed
Sunday School report - Marsha reported that class attendance was low. Rally Day
scheduled for Sept. 13 but, due to the health situation, will only be open to Sunday
School children.
Confirmation classes are in need of two other adults (elders).
Hornet problem in the playground was discussed.
Trustee Report - an outside auditor is found and fee is being negotiated
Deacon’s Report - in Monthly Star
Elder’s Report - in Monthly Star
Stephen Ministry - Dan Stahl has two people in need of ministry
Youth Ministry - Morgan reported that they had a meeting recently; Luther camp cancelled
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Photo Directory - still working on it
Review Benevolence selections - The Elders need to go through list of Missions for
next Year’s Benevolence and modify it accordingly.
NEW BUSINESS:
Congregational Meeting date?
MOTION was made by Ken Cox to nominate Fred Happy as Elder, to finish up Claudia’s
term, SECOND - by John Christensen, All were in favor
Dan Stahl Ordination is scheduled for Oct 25, Reformation Sunday. The following are in
the Ordination Committee: Liz Stewart , Gloria Potzler and Kirsten Chase.
The homeschool community group, where Laurie & William belong, needs a new venue
for their weekly gatherings. They meet Mondays, have liability insurance and will follow NYS COVID procedures.. Ken Cox, Liz Stewart, Judy Stahl & John Christensen will
formulate contract for their use. MOTION was made by Ken Cox to allow group to use
the facilities for 1 year, SECOND by Kirsten Chase, ALL IN FAVOR

The Council meeting adjourned with the “Lord’s Prayer”.
Page 12

deaf ears, perhaps the church will answer to her conscience. God has engraved truth on the heart of all, so that
men are without excuse. Even the most dulled and deluded
of men know, in the deepest part of their soul, that one day
they will answer to their Creator.
Even the demons believe and tremble.
Why do we need the authority of Scripture? So that we
too are not deceived.
And it’s not very complicated. The truth of Scripture is
pure and simple, accessible to priest and ploughboy alike.
If it seems baffling, impossible, and paradoxical, that is the
failure of man to understand, not the failure of God to
speak. The Holy Spirit illuminates man’s darkened, fallen
mind to the Scriptures. We need only to ask. As the
Psalmist says, “The law of the LORD is perfect revealing
the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple.”
It was during the 2005 ELCA synod assembly that the ugly head of enthusiasm showed itself.
The following statement was made by an ordained pastor
on the floor of a synod assembly in 2005 with respect to the
sexuality study under discussion in the church at the time:
“Don’t listen to the Bible; listen to your heart!” A pastor
with the Enthusiasts’ view of Scripture can complete the
candidacy process in the ELCA and go unchallenged in his
or her synod today. One suspects that this pastor and
many others are closer in their thinking to Henry David
Thoreau, than Martin Luther.
On March 26, 2000 in Mahtomedi, Minnesota, The WordAlone Network
(WordAlone was an active group within the ELCA that was trying to reform
and renew the church from within as they were considered theologically and
socially more conservative) was brought into being at St. Andrew's Lutheran
Church. The first board was commissioned to craft an association for congregations who felt that they could not stay in the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of America (ELCA). They were looking to create a life boat organization for
congregations that could no longer accept the liberal agenda of the ELCA
could turn to. The following year on March 27, 2001 in Phoenix, Arizona, the
constitution for the Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
was adopted. This was during the 2nd Annual Convention of WordAlone at
Valley Cathedral in Phoenix. At this time 25 congregations were received as
charter members of the association. Three interim board members are chosen
to work with the WordAlone board. Their first line of business was to plan
the first convention for the association.

Submitted by Maria Schultz
The Monthly Star
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….To Be Continued In The Next Monthly Star
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer” ~ Romans 12:12
2

3

9:00 Safety Training for Child/Youth
Ministries
10:00 am Knitting

4

5
10:00am Prayer
Group

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

6

7

7:00 pm Elder’s
Elder
Meeting

10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
9

10

11

12
10:00am Prayer
Group

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

6 pm Luther League
Meeting
16

17

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry
13

2:00 Private Confession and Absolution
14

15

9:00 am Deacon’s
Meeting
10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm, Trustee’s
Meeting

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

18

19
10:00am Prayer
Group

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

8
7:00 am Men’s
Breakfast

20

21

22
10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Marriage
By Gods Design
7:00 pm Women’s
Meeting
23

8:15 and 11:00am
Service
6:00 pm Luther League
meeting

30

8:15 and 11:00am
Service
Page 10

24

31

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
25

26
10:00am Prayer
Group

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry
27

28

29
10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Marriage
By Gods Design
7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
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