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Pastor’s Corner
We have fellowship with God.
Pr. Chad Kyler
“…indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ.” 1 John 1:3b
It is often heard in some circles that to be a Christian (i.e. to be
saved) one must establish and maintain a “personal relationship with Jesus Christ.” Although the concept of relationship with God is not bad in
itself, it isn’t precisely Biblical (in fact the phrase “personal relationship with Jesus” never once appears in scripture). On the other hand,
“fellowship” is a thoroughly Biblical concept and it is something that
Christians do indeed have with God the Father through faith in the Son,
Jesus Christ.
Why am I saying this, and why does it matter? If you were to grab a
good concordance of the Bible and you looked up the word
“relationship” you would discover that it does not appear in the King
James Version, the New King James Version, the American Standard
Version, Young’s Literal Translation, or the English Standard Version of
the Bible. In the New American Standard Version the word relationship
is used once but only in reference to sexual intimacy and while it’s used
numerous times in the New International Version it is never used in reference to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. If however you were
to look up the word “fellowship” you would find it used abundantly in
scripture.
So what is the difference between these two words and why do we
hear so many of our brothers and sisters in Christ in the evangelical
Christian world speaking of having a personal relationship with Jesus
when the Bible really doesn’t specifically speak of such a relationship?
When you investigate the language used to describe what it means
to have a “personal relationship” with Jesus, you discover that the focus
is on us and what we do. This is admittedly appealing to people because
most of us think of our faith as something we choose to do, as well as
being something that we cultivate. So, how do we establish this relationship then? The most common answer is by spending time with Jesus in
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Data & Info
Those Who Celebrate Their June Anniversaries

1, 2019 Johnathan & Cassie McGee
2, 2001 Robert & Rebecca Greiner
3, 1959 John & Iris Skorupa
3, 2000 Fred& Kim Bush
4, 1960 Dave & Bonnie Schroeder
5, 1982 Eric & Susan Canaski
5, 1987 Doug & Mary Schroeder
6, 1992 Doug & Bonnie Stoddart
6, 1998 Francis & Julie Deubell
7, 1975 James & Debra Leumer
9, 1973 James & Shirley Miller
11, 1983 Richard & Jean Compo
12, 1982 Mark & Lisa Belz
14, 1997 Larry & Melissa Brooks
19, 1982 Scott & Pamela Fentzke
23, 1979 Bob & Marian Riehle
23, 2001 Todd & Sara Bush
25, 1977 Michael & Barbara Polizzi

1 year
19 years
61 years
20 years
60 years
38 years
33 years
28 years
22 years
45 years
47 years
37 years
38 years
23 years
38 years
41 years
19 years
43 years

Church Contacts
Pastor: Chad Kyler

If we missed your anniversary
or have the wrong date please
email Chantal at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com.

716.652.9197
980.330.2725 (cell)
Pastor.ckyler@gmail.com

Office Hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 1-4:30
Associate Pastor: Ron Hager
716.652.5977
Vicar: Dan Stahl
716.861.2706
Church Secretary & Calendar Questions: Chantal Riehle
716.984.0049
Choir Director: Bob Posenjak
716.698.5363
President: Bob Riehle
716.912.0249
Sunday School Superintendent: Marsha Welshans
Youth Directors: Jon & Cassie McGee
716.697.8283
Church e-mail: office@saintpaulschurch.com
Web Site: saintpaulschurch.com
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prayer and Bible study, by attending uplifting church services, by tuning
in to Christian music on the radio and immersing ourselves in all things
“Christian.”

Congregational
Building Fund
Ms. Donna Kinton—In loving memory of my parents, Gus & Jean Arndt,
Miss You Donna

$50.00

Shirley & Jim Miller—In loving memory of brother, Floyd Volk.

$100.00

John & Kim Christensen

$100.00

Mr. Gary Benson—”He prayeth best, who loveth best. All things both
great and small; for the dear God who loveth us, He made and loveth all.
~ “The Rime Of The Ancient Mariner” by Samuel Taylor Coleridge.

$40.00

Scott Benson—In honor of having the greatest dad in the world.

$25.00

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stynes II

$250.00

Mr. Gerard Nowak—In loving memory of my beautiful wife, Betty

$50.00

Kenneth Caccamise

$50.00

Mrs. James G Hill—In loving memory of all who have died from Covid-19

$100.00

Liz Stewart—God chose us for each other, my Colin. It was wonderful.
Love, Elizabeth xxx

$25.00

William & Isobel Guinney—In loving memory of witnessing our dear
friends, Colin & Elizabeth Stewart's marriage in Glasgow, June 12, 1993.

$25.00

May Totals:

$815.00

Donations to the Building Fund are published in the Monthly Star in the format
you see. If you would like your gift to be listed anonymously, please indicate so
on your envelope and we will be happy to comply.

Monthly Stats
Church

Attendance Offering

Sunday

2019

4/26/20

84

$4,472 $1,452.00 $440.00

5/3/20

130

$4,472 $3,545.00

47

5/10/20

149

$4,472 $2,184.00

64

5/17/20

137

$4,472 $1,669.00 $3,385.00 $3,155.00 62

Online
Donation
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2020

Need

Sunday School
2019

2020

$2,325.00

Mail-In

2019

$3,680.00 41

2020 Offering

$5.00

$140.00
$25.00
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None of these things are bad, in fact they are all good things for us to
do, still there’s a problem. You and I are by our very nature, spiritually
blind sinners, we are in fact spiritually dead and enemies of God
(Ephesians 2:1ff.) and therefore we cannot by any decision, or personal
choice, or by anything else we do make ourselves acceptable to God or
establish a relationship with Him.
“Fellowship” however, is a Biblical concept, in which we sinners who
are under God’s wrath and out of fellowship with Him for breaking His
law are brought into fellowship with God the Father through faith in Jesus
and His atoning sacrifice on the cross for the sins of all the world.
John writes of this fellowship in his first epistle (1 John 1:3; 1:6 –
2:2): “3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so
that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ…6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the
truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we
make him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, I am writing
these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the
whole world.”
It is God’s desire that we have fellowship (Gr: koinonia) with Him,
however there is only one way that sinners can have fellowship with the
just and holy God of the Bible and that is by acknowledging and confessing our sins against His holy law and looking to Christ Jesus the righteous
One and His atoning sacrifice on the cross for our sins and the sins of the
whole world (John 1:29; 3:14-15; 14:6). When we are brought to faith in
Christ through the hearing of God’s Word and continue in that faith by the
Spirit’s working through the Word and Sacraments of Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper (Romans 10:17; John 6:44,63; Titus 3:4-7; 1 Corinthians
June 2020
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11:23ff.; Acts 2:42), we are in God-worked fellowship with God the Father and His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, and also with all other true
believers in Christ Jesus.
In contrast to this, I cannot establish and maintain a relationship
with Jesus Christ or with God because of my sinfulness. Even my very
best efforts to establish such a relationship come far short of making me
acceptable to God, therefore I am only fooling myself if I think my efforts are, of themselves, pleasing to Him.
God has however, by His grace, made it possible for a sinner like
me to have fellowship with Him. He did this by sending His Son, Jesus
Christ, into the world a true Man in order to redeem me from sin and
make me acceptable in His eyes through faith in Christ (Galatians 4:4-5;
Colossians 1:19-23). Working through the preaching of the Gospel, God
the Father brought me to faith in Christ, He washed my sins away in Holy Baptism and assured me of pardon and forgiveness in the Lord’s Supper. I was brought into fellowship with God by God Himself through
faith in Jesus and His blood shed for me upon the cross; and God keeps
me in that fellowship by preserving me in the faith through the hearing
of His Word and through the promises of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
(Philippians 1:6)
Is it possible for me to establish a relationship with Jesus Christ by
my decisions and choices, by my life and works? No! The good news
however is that God has graciously chosen and called me to trust in His
Son. He has brought me to know and trust in Jesus Christ. He has
brought me into fellowship with Him and His Holy Christian Church
which is made up of all believers in Christ of all time!

Ways to Serve Our Community
FISH OF EAST AURORA…
We continue to see more people coming for
food at FISH. In March we served 187 households
(473 people) and in April we served 242 households (620 people). We have been very busy. All
food is bagged. Families sign in curbside, drive
around the building and food is delivered to their
vehicle. Families from Aurora, Elma, Marilla, Holland and Wales are eligible for food. Families from other towns should visit
their local food pantry.
The truck from ‘Feed More of WNY” (previously known as the Food Bank
of WNY) comes to the FISH parking lot twice a month to deliver additional
food to families. If you know of anyone in need of food, they may come, regardless of where they live. Dates for June are on both the website for FISH
of East Aurora and Feed More of WNY.
Food items FISH is in need of are: Macaroni & Cheese, Spaghetti Sauce,
Canned Tomatoes, 100% Juice (64 oz.), and Canned Stew, Chili or Ravioli.

Our clothing room is closed until further notice. Food donations may be
dropped off Tuesday or Thursday from 8:30-12:30. The Postal Carriers’ Food
Drive was cancelled this year because of the Coronavirus. Normally we
would have received food left out at mailboxes from Aurora, Elma and West
Falls. That food was used throughout the summer and fall until donations
came in for the holidays.
We live in a very generous community and we thank you for your continued support. Thank you so much. Sue Cox

With that said, all who trust in Jesus are in a relationship with Him.
He is their Head and Savior; and they are members of His Church and
His bride. (Ephesians 5:22-33; 1 Peter 2:1-10; Revelation 21:1ff). The
problem however with most of the relationship talk these days is connected with erring views about who establishes the relationship and how.
We don’t establish the relationship by our piety and devotion, God Himself brings us into fellowship and makes us His children by God-worked
faith in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:26-27; Colossians 2:12; John 6:44, 63).

UB HEALS continues to service the medical
needs of the homeless during the Covid 19
pandemic. Donations of OTC medications and
medical supplies are still greatly appreciated.
All items must be unopened and unexpired.
Donations can be placed in the blue basket in
the narthex. Please contact Liz Stewart at 716671-2338 for more information.

This is most certainly true…
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Now Is The Time To Pray

Upcoming News & Events

JESUS is a life-line for a tired soul, an exhausted mind, and a broken heart. Call out to Him in prayer.
Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer we ask that you would
touch those in need of healing; give them comfort and peace, and help them to
accept your perfect will no matter what the outcome may be. We pray for the
following: Thelma, Ron, Mike, Kay, Jim, Liz, Mary Jean, Lynn, Bob, Roger, Ed,
Maria, Trynal, Claudia, Patty, Rusty, Tom, Bob and others AMEN!
Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never
to leave us nor forsake us but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those
who are homebound the comfort of your presence. May you grant them today
an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give them strength in prayer, knowing
that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May
your Word fill them with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell,
Arlene Koch, Diane Hawk.
Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the
dark shadow of this fallen would cause us to experience many difficulties in this
life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our strength in your one and only Son,
Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and resurrection. Help
those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray
for: Struggling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the
incarcerated, many who struggle with addiction, those who grieve the loss of
a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce, those who suffer
relentless physical pain…
Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the
leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy
leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You
faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN!
Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your
almighty arm to strengthen and protect those who serve in the armed forces.
Support them in times of war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil,
giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all things they may serve with
integrity and honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: Andrea Solomon, Douglass Ziemer, Brad Hedgecorth, Thomas Stynes… (if your family
member has been omitted please contact the church office.)
Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your
people, that they may more diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors,
through the message of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Send forth a mighty
call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of
speech, and power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel
so that many forsake sin and return unto you. And so bless and favor the work
of your people, that multitudes may be brought from the bondage of evil into
the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Church Year
Feast Day’s & Commemorations for the month of June
Feast Days
11 — St. Barnabas, Apostle
24 — The Nativity of St. John the Baptist
29 — St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles
Commemorations
1 — Justin, Martyr
5 — Boniface of Mainz, Missionary to the Germans
12 — The Ecumenical Council of Nicaea, A.D. 325
14 — Elisha
25 — Presentation of the Augsburg Confession
26 — Jeremiah
27 — Cyril of Alexandria, Pastor and Confessor
28 — Irenaeus of Lyons, Pastor
Sunday observances: Holy Trinity, June 7th
Liturgical season: Pentecost
Liturgical color: Green

BLOOD MOBILE

Gloria Potzler

July 1/September 2/November 4
Appointments to donate blood can be made at
www.redcross.org
The Bloodmobile was a huge success! We collected
39 pints of blood and had 5 new donors. We could have
had more but the Red Cross was not accepting walk-ins
due to staffing and safe distancing. A big thank you to all
who helped make this possible.
Our next blood Drive is scheduled for July 1st and I
strongly suggest that donors take the time to preregister online
at www.redcross.org or to call 716-481-5214.
We will be serving homemade soup and pie to all who present to donate
blood.
Hope to see you all there.
June 2020
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St. Paul’s Ministry News

LCMC Update
Presently (as of 5/17/2020):

Stephen Ministry
During these trying times, God’s Children need to be
there for each other. In an effort to assist with this,
I am sharing something from Stephen Ministry for
the Priesthood of Believers at St. Paul’s, use it well.
Principles for Caring for a Grieving Person during
Social Distancing. Even when you can’t offer care in
person, there are still ways to be a light in the darkness of someone’s grief.
• Be there emotionally for the person. When you are not able to be physically
present, you can still let the person know you’re there for them and you do
care. As you connect with them, give them your full attention.
• Use the phone or video chat. When being physically present isn’t possible,
the next best way to care is by phone or video chat. Your voice and face can
communicate com-passion and support much more effectively than a text or
email.
• Encourage the honest expression of feelings. In a caring way, ask how the
grieving person is really doing and what they’re thinking and feeling, and show
that you’re willing to listen. If the person doesn’t have a lot to say initially,
that’s okay. Just continue to be available, and as time goes on, Caring for
Grieving People during the COVID-19 Crisis
Caring for Grieving People during the COVID-19
Crisis they’ll most likely appreciate having a safe person to open up to.
• Listen and validate. Validating lets the person know you heard what they
said and you accept that they feel that way. For instance, if the person says,
“Sometimes it hurts so much I don’t know what to do,” a validating response
would be “That sounds awful. I’m sorry you’re going through that.”
• Avoid platitudes or other words that dis-count the person’s feelings. Platitudes are words that sound caring or helpful on the surface but usually end up
causing further pain, such as “She lived a good, long life” or “Only the good die
young.” Words that discount the person’s feelings include “At least . . .” or
“You shouldn’t feel that way.”
• Let the person know that it’s okay to grieve. Too often people feel pressured
to rush through their grief or bury their feelings, and that may be especially
true in the cur-rent crisis. As the first Journeying through Grief book points
Page 6
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LCMC 3.0 Update, May 8, 2020

Total Congregations: 953
U.S. Congregations: 767
States Represented: 42
Countries Represented: 15

As many of you may know, in December
2019, LCMC staff, boards, and district leaders undertook a significant and intentional time of assessment, reflection, and prayerful discernment about the future of LCMC.
The Board of Trustees has worked diligently and faithfully to discern God’s calling for
the next chapter in the life of LCMC. We have been calling this new season LCMC 3.0 and it
will be led by a new Service Coordinator following the retirement of Mark Vander Tuig on
August 31, 2020.
We are currently well into the process of identifying who the next leader will be, and
by God’s grace we hope to bring an update very soon on how this process is coming together.
Our hope was to identify a new leader by July 1, 2020, while staying committed to
keep searching until we have unity on the candidate, I am hopeful that we are going to
achieve our goal on this timeline.
Whenever there is a turnover in leadership it is important to assess the broad spectrum of
our strengths, weaknesses, and the opportunities to address the challenges we face as an
association.
The Board of Trustees has made a renewed commitment to building on the part of
our DNA that is summed as, “accountable to one another”. We believe that the most effective way to achieve this commitment to our DNA is to empower, train, and equip the pastors and leaders in our districts, fellowship groups, networks, and informal associations.
As a part of these initiatives, LCMC 3.0 will challenge the association to plant churches on a more regional basis through the ministries of districts, fellowship groups, and local
churches. As a result of this decentralization of church planting, the position of Coordinator for Church Planting will end on May 31, 2020.
The Rev. Dan Clites, who has been our Coordinator for Church Planting for almost 8
years, has served our Association diligently and faithfully. His passion, energy, and commitment to planting churches has benefited our association and its church planters in
real and substantive ways.
Dan has helped to seek out and train church planters and trained many church
planting teams. He has gone wherever needed to help people start churches all across the
US and has consulted with our friends in Brazil regarding church planting and developing
missional communities. Dan has also co-lead a video training opportunity twice a month
called “2:47 Network” and has faithfully served this association with passion and given us a
strong foundation upon which to build.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees I want to thank the Rev. Dan Clites for his hard
work and selfless service to the members of this association. I am personally grateful for
the contributions Dan has made in his nearly 8 years of service and we wish him God’s best
as he begins a new chapter in his life.
I want to encourage all those who have been impacted by Dan’s ministry to reach out
and thank him personally, you can reach Dan at dan@lcmc.net.
Please continue to pray for Dan in his transition and for the Board of Trustees as we continue the process of finding our next Service Coordinator.
God’s peace to you all,
Brodie Taphorn, Chair, LCMC Board of Trustees
June 2020
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Youth Of St. Paul’s

out, grieving is normal, natural, and necessary. Encourage the per-son to take
the time they need to grieve.

Blessings from Sunday School
Blessings to our St. Paul’s family
from Sunday School! We are praying
for you all during this difficult time.
The teachers and administrators miss
the children so very much!

• Be there for the long term. Grief takes time, so if you’re willing and able, let
the person know you’ll be there for them throughout the grief journey—and
then follow through. Check in periodically to see how they’re doing. They’ll
likely appreciate knowing you remember their loss and still care. Even though
it’s not the same as in-person care, these behaviors can make a big difference
to someone who’s grieving, especially during these times when people may be
feeling very alone.
Give God the chance to work in and through you by the working of His Holy
Spirt, and God will do the work for you!

It is with great sadness that we
have to postpone our Vacation Bible School this summer.
We
thank Laurie Kyler and Kim Christensen for all the planning that has
taken place. VBS 2021 is sure to be THE BEST yet!!!
In September, we look forward to Rally Day when we can all return to Sunday School! Wait, there is more!! We are planning to
have a Carnival to celebrate our return!!! Also… in October we will
host our second annual Trunk or Treat! Lots to look forward to!!!

Sixth Annual
Jake Stahl Memorial
Men’s shoot-out & cook out!
Postponed till Fall, Stay tuned from
more info.

If able we will host the Safety Policy Training for teachers and
youth leaders in July. Stay tuned for more on this.
We hope you are reading your Bibles at home and we would like
to recommend a You Tube series for the family called The Chosen.
Here is the link: https://thechosen.link/1Y1R7
This is the
greatest story ever told; the story of Jesus Christ! It is so well done.
Please watch with your children. Pastor Chad has viewed and approves. You can also download the app for free and watch it on any
digital device.

We know that God is in control and He loves all His children!
This month I ask that you pray for our 5th and 6th grade class: Miss
Barb, Miss Maria, Lucas Leitzan, Lucas Schultz, Sienna, Allison, Daisy,
Isaac, Arianna, and Elizabeth.
God bless and keep us all!

Marsha and Kirsten

And He called a child to Himself and set him before them, and said, “Truly I say to you, unless
you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever
then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 18:2-5
Page 14
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Men’s Ministry
The men of Saint Paul’s meet on the
second Saturday of every month at 7
AM, at the Iron Kettle for breakfast,
good fellowship and great discussions.
Bring your Bible and join us in a relaxed
atmosphere as breakfast is shared along with God’s Word.

Women of the Word
Claudia Strickland

The Women’s group has not bee able
to meet since February! We plan on finally getting together June 15th at 7:00 pm. We hope to see
many old friends and new faces as we dive back into our bible study!
June 2020
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Why All This Liturgy?
First a definition and a disclaimer. By “liturgy” I mean the western
catholic mass form as it has been handed down by way of the Lutheran
Reformation. “Liturgy” includes not only the prayers, actions, and sacraments but also the assigned Scripture texts for the Sundays, feast days,
and seasons of the Church year. Most of what I will say about the liturgy
of the Divine Service will pertain to “liturgical worship” in general.
Now, why do we worship according to the western, catholic liturgy?
1. It shows our historic roots. Some parts of the liturgy go back to the
apostolic period. Even the apostolic church did not start with a blank liturgical slate but adapted and reformed the liturgies of the synagogue and
the Sabbath. The western mass shows our western catholic roots, of
which we as Lutherans are not ashamed. We’re not the first Christians to
walk the face of the planet, nor, should Jesus tarry, will we be the last.
The race of faith is a relay race, one generation handing on to the next
‘the faith once delivered to the saints.’ The historic liturgy underscores
and highlights this fact.
2. It serves as a distinguishing mark. The liturgy distinguishes us from
those who do not believe, teach, and confess the same as we do. What we
believe determines how we worship, and how we worship confesses what
we believe.
3. It is both Theocentric and Christocentric. From the invocation of
the Triune Name in remembrance of Baptism to the three-fold benediction at the end, the liturgy is focused on the activity of the Triune Godcentered in the Person and Work of Jesus Christ. Worship is not primarily about “me” or “we” but about God in Christ reconciling the world to
Himself and my baptismal inclusion in His saving work.
4. It teaches. The liturgy teaches the whole counsel of God – creation,
redemption, sanctification, Christ’s incarnation, passion, resurrection,
and reign, the Spirit’s outpouring and the new life of faith. Every liturgical year cycles through these themes so that the hearer receives the
“whole counsel of God” on a regular basis.
5. It is transcultural. One of the greatest experiences of my worship life
was to be in the Divine Service in the Holy Land with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Ramallah, Palestine. Though I spoke no Arabic at
all, I was able to recognize the liturgy, know what was being said (except
for the sermon, which was translated for us), and be able to participate
knowledgeably across language and cultural barriers.
6. It is repetitive in a good way. Repetition is, after all, the mother of
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SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

5/12/2020

Present: (Via Online-Zoom) Pastor Chad, Mark Belz, Kirsten Chase, John Christensen, Morgan Christensen ( non voting member), Ken Cox, Gloria Potzler, Donna Ptak,
Bob Riehle, Liz Stewart, Don & Marsha Welshans, Doug Stoddart, Claudia Strickland
and Judy Stahl
Pastor opened the meeting with prayer. 7:10 pm
Special meeting was called to further discuss the Tuesday May 12th Motion to apply
for a Care Act PPP loan.
The original Motion made on May 12th is repeated below for reference purposes….
Motion made by Ken Cox for the church to apply for a Care Act (PPP) loan to be
used for payroll, pension and health care expenses for about 2 months. This would
be approx. $8,000.00 per month x 2 months= $16,000.00 total. (1% interest due if
the loan is not forgiven as implied). Donna Ptak was also approved to sign the
required documents with the bank.
Discussion commenced with an abundance of thoughts both pro and con with more
consideration to whether the loan was ethical, necessary or God honoring. As a
result of this discussion Ken made a new motion to rescind the May 12th motion and
a vote was taken.
The results were 7 in favor to rescind the original motion, 5 to keep the original motion as stands and 2 abstentions. A 2/3 majority is required to rescind a motion
therefore the original motion stands and we will be applying for the loan.
Pastor closed in payer at 8:35 pm.

Submitted by Ken Cox 5/17/20

Campus Cleanup Thanks
On behalf of the Trustees and the whole congregation I’d like to thank all of those people who
showed up and donated their valuable time and energy to help clean up the church campus on Saturday
May 16th.
The weather was nice and we had fun doing it
(great way to meet your fellow church goers and
neighbors) and the grounds look wonderful with the beds now being ready
for summer.
We had a super-crew of about 15 people and we were able to take care
of both the church are and the parsonage grounds which is no small task for
3 hours worth of work. Special Thanks to Hoppy for the use of his tractor!
If you have the desire to help out around the church doing any chores
just any one of the trustees or Ken Cox and we’ll get you any supplies you
need.
Thanks again to all!!
Your Trustee Board
June 2020
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Meetings & Minutes
Council Meeting

5/12/2020

Present: (Via Online-Zoom) Pastor Chad, Mark Belz, Kirsten Chase, John & Morgan
Christensen, Ken Cox, Gloria Potzler, Donna Ptak, Bob & Marian Riehle, Liz Stewart, Don
& Marsha Welshans. Doug Stoddart
Pastor opened the meeting with prayer, 7:10 pm, and introduced interactive bible study
March Council Minutes-In the Monthly Star.
Treasurer’s Report: Donna gave a summary report. Giving has not diminished thankfully
Sunday School: Safety policy discussion to resume in the fall, VBS cancelled for this year
due to the Covid 19 pandemic
Trustee Report- Campus cleanup scheduled for Saturday May 16th at 9:00 am to noon
Deacons’ Report: Liz reported making phone calls to members and friends of the church
Elders’ Report – Working thru the Discipleship Book
Stephen Ministry: On going
Youth Ministry: Had recent on-line meeting with the Youth…Morgan had good reports.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Photo Directory: John to work with Pastor to get updated database to Terry to start
compiling. John to send directory invites so people can start using the directory on-line.
Computers/Tech Report: John C and Doug doing a good job with the Sunday services.
Some upgrades available. Doug to install updates.
Dan Stahl is almost finished with his associate pastor course. Ordination proposed for
early in 2021 tentatively. (Need to get thru the virus dilemma first….)
NEW BUSINESS:
Discussion concerning starting a parking lot service since drive-in theaters are opening.
Pastor noted that a new series “The Chosen” would be an excellent choice for home
viewing via You-Tube…(Well done drama about the life of Jesus… Might make for an
interesting discussion on Friday nights.)
Suggestion for all Council members to make a concerted effort to call, write letters, send
emails to fellow members to keep everyone connected. There are some that are not
connected via on-line technology that may be left out… Pastor said a good share of the
congregation is participating in the Sunday worship via Facebook.
Care Act (PPP) MOTION made by Ken Cox for Donna to apply for a PPP loan to cover
payroll, pension and Health care for wo months. Would be approx. $8,000.00 per month
x 2 months= $16,000.00 total. (1% interest due if the loan is not forgiven as implied.) Liz
Stewart seconded the motion. Passed unanimously. Donna Ptak approved to sign the
required documents.
Liz closed the meeting with a prayer. 8:35 pm
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learning. Fixed texts and annual cycles of readings lend to deep learning.
Obviously, mindless repetition does not accomplish anything; nor does
an endless variety.
7. It is corporate. Worship is a corporate activity. “Let us go to the
house of the Lord.” The liturgy draws us out of ourselves into Christ by
faith and the neighbor by love. We are all in this together. Worship is not
simply about what “I get out of it,” but I am there also for my fellow
worshippers to receive the gifts of Christ that bind us together and to encourage each other to love and good works (Heb 10:25). We are drawn
into the dialogue of confession and absolution, hearing and confessing,
corporate song and prayer. To borrow a phrase I read elswhere, in church
we are “worded, bodied, and bloodied” all together as one.
8. It rescues us from the tyranny of the “here and now.” When the
Roman world was going to hell in a handbasket, the church was debating
the two natures of Christ. In the liturgy, the Word sets the agenda, defining our needs and shaping our questions. The temptation is for us to turn
stones into bread to satisfy an immediate hunger and scratch a nagging
spiritual itch, but the liturgy teaches us to live by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.
9. It is external and objective. The liturgical goal is not that everyone
feel a certain way or have an identical “spiritual” experience. Feelings
vary even as they come and go. The liturgy supplies a concrete, external,
objective anchor in the death and resurrection of Jesus through Word,
bread, and wine. Faith comes by hearing the objective, external Word of
Christ.
10. It is the Word of God. This is often overlooked by critics of liturgical worship. Most of the sentences and songs of the liturgy are direct
quotations or allusions from Scripture or summaries, such as the Creed.
In other words, the liturgy is itself the Word of God, not simply a packaging for the Word. Many times the liturgy will rescue a bad sermon and
deliver what the preacher has failed to deliver. I know; I’ve been there.

I’ll stop at ten but I’m sure there are many more reasons why we use the
liturgy in our worship.

Official Acts
There were no official acts performed during the month of May
2020. If you are in need of pastoral services please contact the
church or Pastor Chad at 652-9197.

Submitted by Ken Cox
The Monthly Star

June 2020
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June 2020
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday
5

6
8:00 am Elder’s Meeting

12:00 pm & 7:00
pm Prayer Services

7

8

9

14

7:00 pm Stephen Min- 7:00 pm Friday Night
istry
Check-in on Zoom

10

11

15

7:00 pm Trustees
Meeting

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

16

17

12

7:00 pm Women’s
Meeting
22

23

10:00 am Knitting
7:00 pm Friday Night 2:00 pm Confession &
Check-in on zoom
Absolution
18

19

20
9:00 am Deacon’s
Meeting
10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

7:00 pm Stephen Min- 7:00 pm Friday Night
istry
Check-in on Zoom

24

25

12:00 pm & 7:00
pm Prayer Services

10:00 am Drive-In
Service

10:00 am Knitting

13
7:00 am Men’s Breakfast

12:00 pm & 7:00
pm Prayer Services

10:00 am Drive-In
Service

21

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

12:00 pm & 7:00
pm Prayer Services

10:00 am Drive-In
Service

Saturday

26

27
10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
28
10:00 am Drive-In
Service
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29

30

You shall serve the Lord your God, and he
will bless your bread and your water, and
I will take sickness away from among
you.” ~ Exodus 23:25
The Monthly Star

June 2020

**Given the evolving nature of the**
coronavirus outbreak, please follow us
on Facebook or refer to our website for
the most up to date schedule or
cancellations
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