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In God We Trust

STAR ARTICLES are due by the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Please e-mail articles, corrections, updates or address changes to
Chantal Riehle at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com or
call her at 716-984-0049.

July 1st: Blood Mobile, 2-7 pm
July 11th: Private Confession & Absolution, 2 pm
July 14th: Church Council Meeting, 7 pm
July 23rd: Safety Training for Child/Youth Ministries,
6 pm
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Data & Info

Pastor’s Corner
What is “Decision Theology?”
Pr. Chad Kyler
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works,
so that no one may boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9
Decision theology is the belief held by some Christian’s that
an individual can and must make a conscious decision to
“accept” Jesus Christ and follow Him. While this seems pretty
logical to most people, when actually compared with what the Bible teaches the belief has some serious problems. I will lay it out
as simply and clearly as I can:
• Every person ever born, Jesus Christ being the only exception, is conceived as a sinner (Psalm 51:5) and is inwardly inclined to do evil all the time (Genesis 8:21). Because scripture
states that all people are by nature sinners (Ephesians 2:1), it is
totally impossible for them to come to God by their own decision,
or by their own works to pay for their sins.
• Therefore, the Bible clearly teaches the complete spiritual and
moral corruption of every individual human, and that they are totally unable to do anything to please God in any way, without
God’s intervention (Romans 3:9-18).
• Consequently, people are saved only by the free and unmerited grace of God. Because of God’s love, He gives people the
faith they need to be saved. This faith is totally a gift of God.
There is nothing that people can do to earn this gift in any way
(Ephesians 2:8-9).
•

In fact, in 1st Corinthians 2:14 the Bible teaches us clearly that

Page 2

The Monthly Star

Those Who Celebrate Their July Anniversaries
1, 2000 Robert & Jane Griffin
4, 1992 Scott & JoAnn Goodberry
7, 1962 Richard & Barbara Sowa
8, 1967 Thomas & Dawn Haney
8, 1972 Ronald & Judy Ball
10, 1982 Craig & Angel Bouquin
11, 2009 Chad & Laurie Kyler
11, 2010 Jeffrey & Denielle Cox
16, 1994 Thomas & Sue Kin
19, 1997 Kristian & Kaylene Waite
20, 2002 Mark & April Michalek
21, 2007 Adam &Kimberly Hamm
22, 2000 John & Dorothy Livecchi
26, 2008 Matthew & Jillian McDonell
27, 1990 Jack & Patricia Wolf, Jr.
28, 2001 Roger & Maria Vergien

20 years
28 years
58 years
53 years
48 years
38 years
11 years
10 years
26 years
23 years
18 years
13 years
20 years
12 years
28 years
19 years

Church Contacts
Pastor: Chad Kyler

If we missed your anniversary
or have the wrong date please
email Chantal at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com.

716.652.9197
980.330.2725 (cell)
Pastor.ckyler@gmail.com

Office Hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 1-4:30
Vicar: Dan Stahl
716.861.2706
Church Secretary & Calendar Questions: Chantal Riehle
716.984.0049
Choir Director: Bob Posenjak
716.698.5363
President: Bob Riehle
716.912.0249
Sunday School Superintendent: Marsha Welshans
Youth Directors: Jon & Cassie McGee
716.697.8283
Church e-mail: office@saintpaulschurch.com
Web Site: saintpaulschurch.com
July 2020
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Congregational
Building Fund
“The Scott Bieler Foundation” - In memory of Robert Bieler

$5,000.00

Ms. Linda Thoms—In loving memory of my beloved Reuben Meyer. Always in my heart.

$100.00

Ms. Kirsten Chase—Praise God! The prayer of a righteous person is pow- $50.00
erful and effective. James 5:16
Mr. Gary Benson—”A resolve: not to put off pleasures or acts of kindness $40.00
until “another day” because “another day” may not come” ~ from H. A. L.
by M. W. Hickman
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stynes II

$250.00

Liz Stewart—In loving memory of my Colin. One year in Heaven, July 12,
2020. “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with
praise: be thankful unot Him and bless His name.” Psalm 100:4

$25.00

Liz Stewart—In loving memory of my Colin. One year in Heaven, July 12,
2020. “My people will live in peaceful dwelling places, in secure homes,
in undisturbed places of rest.” Isaiah 32:18

$25.00

Anonymous

$10.00

June Totals:

$5,500.00

Donations to the Building Fund are published in the Monthly Star in the format
you see. If you would like your gift to be listed anonymously, please indicate so
on your envelope and we will be happy to comply.

Monthly Stats
Church

Attendance Offering

Sunday

2019

5/24/20

78

$4,472 $1,562.00

51

5/31/20

145

$4,472 $5,715.00

63

6/7/20

188

$4,472 $2,404.00 $4,760.00 $3,590.00 53

6/14/20

137

45

$4,472 $1,505.00 $1,585.00

XX

32

$25.00

6/21/20

127

33

$4,472 $1,508.00 $2,974.00 $950.00

45

23

$10.00
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2020

Need

Sunday School
2019

2020

Mail-In

2019

2020 Offering

$155.00
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no one is able to produce this saving faith in their own heart,
because “The person without the Spirit does not accept the
things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness…(NIV). In addition to this we learn from St. Paul that,
“the sinful nature is always hostile to God.” (Romans 8:7).
• Thus, it is entirely impossible for anyone to “make a decision” for Christ. In fact, Jesus say’s it works the other way
around, “You did not choose me, but I chose you…” (John
15:16). Whenever God brings a person to faith in Christ, he is
“born again,” (John 3:3) or “converted,” having his status before
God changed from sinner to saint.
It is the Holy Spirit alone who gives people the gift of faith and
the ability to believe that “Jesus is Lord” (1st Corinthians 12:3).
He creates this faith through the gospel in Word and sacrament, “…faith comes through hearing, and hearing through the
word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17). And so, the conversion of
every single believer is completely and entirely due to the work
of God.
So, rather than worry about whether or not you’ve made a
“decision for Christ,” rejoice in the fact that Christ has made
a decision for you!

A St. Paul’s Church Blessing
We at St. Paul’s Church received so many blessings. One of
those blessings is our youth. Most recently, two of our Christcentered young adults applied for a church scholarship. These two
young ladies are Tegan Stoddart and Megan Stynes. Congratulations
to these two scholarship winners. May your endeavors reflect the
love you have for our Lord, Jesus Christ. Thank you to everyone in
the congregation who support the St.
Paul’s Scholarship Fund.

July 2020
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Upcoming News & Events

Ways to Serve Our Community
FISH OF EAST AURORA…

Marriage By God’s Design
Marriage by God’s Design” will be offered starting August 19th
for all couples planning to get married at St. Paul’s. There will be
four sessions: August 19th, 26th, and September 2nd, 9th. All ses-

sions will meet at 7pm here at the church and are led by Pastor
Chad. This course is a pre-wedding requirement so if you’re already engaged, and have a date planned or are just planning on
getting married in the near future please contact Pastor Chad to
register.

We continue to see more people coming for
food at FISH. In March we served 187 households
(473 people) and in April we served 242 households (620 people). We have been very busy. All
food is bagged. Families sign in curbside, drive
around the building and food is delivered to their
vehicle. Families from Aurora, Elma, Marilla, Holland and Wales are eligible for food. Families from other towns should visit
their local food pantry.
The truck from ‘Feed More of WNY” (previously known as the Food Bank
of WNY) comes to the FISH parking lot twice a month to deliver additional
food to families. If you know of anyone in need of food, they may come, regardless of where they live. Dates for July are on both the website for FISH
of East Aurora and Feed More of WNY.
Food items FISH is in need of are: Macaroni & Cheese, Spaghetti Sauce,
Canned Tomatoes, 100% Juice (64 oz.), and Canned Stew, Chili or Ravioli.

Our clothing room is closed until further notice. Food donations may be
dropped off Tuesday or Thursday from 8:30-12:30.
We live in a very generous community and we thank you for your continued support. Thank you so much. Sue Cox

UB HEALS continues to service the medical
needs of the homeless during the Covid 19
pandemic. Donations of OTC medications and
medical supplies are still greatly appreciated.
All items must be unopened and unexpired.
Donations can be placed in the blue basket in
the narthex. Please contact Liz Stewart at 716671-2338 for more information.

Official Acts
Funeral of Claudia Strickland, June 26, officiated by Pr. Chad Kyler
If you are in need of pastoral services please contact the church or
Pastor Chad at 652-9197.
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Now Is The Time To Pray
JESUS is a life-line for a tired soul, an exhausted mind, and a broken heart. Call out to Him in prayer.
Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer we ask that you would
touch those in need of healing; give them comfort and peace, and help them to
accept your perfect will no matter what the outcome may be. We pray for the
following: Thelma, Ron, Mike, Kay, Liz, Mary Jean, Lynn, Bob, Roger, Ed, Maria, Trynal, Patty, Rusty, Tom, Bob, Michael and others AMEN!
Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never
to leave us nor forsake us but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those
who are homebound the comfort of your presence. May you grant them today
an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give them strength in prayer, knowing
that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May
your Word fill them with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell,
Arlene Koch, Diane Hawk.
Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the
dark shadow of this fallen would cause us to experience many difficulties in this
life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our strength in your one and only Son,
Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and resurrection. Help
those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray
for: Struggling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the
incarcerated, many who struggle with addiction, those who grieve the loss of
a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce, those who suffer
relentless physical pain…
Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the
leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy
leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You
faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN!
Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your
almighty arm to strengthen and protect those who serve in the armed forces.
Support them in times of war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil,
giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all things they may serve with
integrity and honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: Andrea Solomon, Douglass Ziemer, Brad Hedgecorth, Thomas Stynes… (if your family
member has been omitted please contact the church office.)
Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your
people, that they may more diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors,
through the message of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Send forth a mighty
call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of
speech, and power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel
so that many forsake sin and return unto you. And so bless and favor the work
of your people, that multitudes may be brought from the bondage of evil into
the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Church Year
Feast day’s & commemorations for the month of July
Feast Days
22 — St. Mary Magdalene
25 — St. James the Elder, Apostle
Commemorations
6 — Isaiah
16 — Ruth
20 — Elijah
21 — Ezekiel
28 — Johann Sebastian Bach, Kantor
29 — Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany
30 — Robert Barnes, Confessor and Martyr
31 — Joseph of Arimathea
Liturgical season: Pentecost Liturgical color: Green

BLOOD MOBILE

Gloria Potzler

July 1/September 2/November 4
Appointments to donate blood can be made at
www.redcross.org
The Bloodmobile was a huge success! We collected 39 pints of blood and had 5 new donors. We
could have had more but the Red Cross was not accepting walk-ins due to staffing and safe distancing.
A big thank you to all who helped make this possible.
Our next blood Drive is scheduled for July 1st
and I strongly suggest that donors take the time to
preregister online at www.redcross.org or to call 716-481-5214.
We will be serving homemade soup and pie to all who present to donate blood.
Hope to see you all there.
July 2020
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St. Paul’s Ministry News

LCMC Update
Presently (as of 6/20/2020):

Stephen Ministry
LCMC 20th Annual Gathering and Convention

Total Congregations: 955
U.S. Congregations: 769
States Represented: 42
Countries Represented: 15

October 4-7, 2020 | North Heights Lutheran Church | Arden Hills, MN
Journeying through Grief
Journeying through Grief is a set of four short, easy-to-read books
that offer words of comfort and hope to those grieving the loss of a
loved one. Individuals and organizations send each of the Journeying
through Grief books to grieving people at specific, crucial times during
that first year after a loved one dies. Each book focuses on what the
person is likely to be experiencing at that time and provides care, assurance, encouragement, and hope.

Due to ongoing changes in how individual states and counties are relaxing the protocols of social interaction, we will watch carefully how larger, inperson gatherings are accomplished. Our constitution requires us to meet
annually to respond to the needs of the association such as approving the
annual budget and election of members of the Board of Trustees. If circumstance demands, we will consider every alternative, and as always, praying
for discernment.

Safeguarding God’s Children for Ministries
Important Announcement

Journeying through Grief is a simple yet powerful way to extend
care again and again during that difficult first year.

If you know of anyone who would benefit from these books,
please contact Vicar Dan or Sue Cox.

Men’s Ministry
The men of Saint Paul’s meet on the second Saturday of every month at 7 AM, at
the Iron Kettle for breakfast, good fellowship and great discussions. Bring your Bible and join us in a relaxed atmosphere as
breakfast is shared along with God’s
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Sunday School will be hosting (2) Safety Training Seminars for anyone involved with children/youth ministries at St. Paul’s church. There will be signup sheets on the welcome table outside the gym doors where we enter for
church service. Please sign up for one so we can plan for refreshments and
seating.
Thursday, July 23rd at 6 pm to 7:30 pm – pizza will be served.
Saturday, August 1st at 9 am to 10:30 am – pastries and coffee/tea will
be served.
It is mandatory for all SS teachers and administrators, SS volunteers, youth leaders
and paid church staff to attend. Please do
not bring your children to this.
July 2020
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Youth Of St. Paul’s

Rescheduled Sixth Annual
Jake Stahl Memorial

Blessings from Sunday School

Men’s shoot-out & cook out!

A big welcome back to everyone. It was so good to see all your
beautiful faces at church and Sunday school. We got right back to business as usual with a few restrictions in place. A couple classes met outside on a beautiful day and will continue to do so as weather permits. Third and fourth grade were able to distance 6 ft. apart with
hand washing and hand sanitizer. We are keeping your children as safe
as we possibly can. All teachers wore masks and most of the littles did
too. We will continue to meet each week until the end of July when we
will break for the month of August and God willing, start back on rally
day. During the summer we will be holding a Sunday school safety
training for teachers and anyone who has direct contact with your children. Please feel free to ask for a copy of our safety policy and read
through it if you wish. I ask that you pray this month for our Sunday
school and especially our 7th and 8th grade class led by Frank Penska
and Ken Cox. Morgan, Mason, Angelina, Fiona, Jacob, Noah and Abby. A special congratulations to our 8th grade graduates as they
begin high school in the Fall. Morgan Christensen, Fiona Ragudos, Jacob Leitzan, and Abby Francis. Our high school grad Mary
Schinzel. And our college grads Brisa and Jonathan Siebert. God bless
them all as they start a new chapter in their lives.
God bless Marsha and Kirsten
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Men invite you to join us!
Saturday September 19, 2020
4:00 until you’re ready to go home.
5:00PM FOOD is served!
The event is located at the West Falls
Conservation Society
55 Bridge Street
West Falls, New York 14170
Free Food. Free Shells. No Experience
Necessary. Just come and have fun in
memory of Jake

Women of the Word
Claudia Strickland

Last star article by Claudia Strickland: I asked someone to write these
words down for me but they come from my heart. For many years
I have been president of Saint Paul’s Women ‘s group. I wanted
people to know what an honor it was to serve in this position. We
took care of a lot of business and also had a lot of fun (how I loved
those retreats). So on that note ladies, I pass on the gavel and
may God bless each and every one of you. P.S. Find those rocks
and figure out the bible verse!
We continue to meet the third Monday of each month at 7pm
please join us we would love to see new faces. Madam President
Claudia Strickland
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Benevolence Showcase
“A Lifeboat in the Storm”
Submitted by Vicar Dan Stahl
One might ask, “With so many different Lutheran synods and associations out
there, why would there be a need for another one”? Well to answer the why
would we need another is not so easy, but the answer to why so many would be
willing to leave an established synod, is another case all together. It all started
in August 16, 1999 in Denver, Colorado at The Churchwide Assembly of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) as they chose to adopt a program named, Called to Common Mission (CCM) which happened to be in violation of our Lutheran Confessions, but it appears that it did not bother enough
of them very much as it was adopted. Ken Wallace in the book LCMC The first
Ten Years states the following:
While there were many factors that contributed to the birth of
LCMC, it would be fair to say that the passage of Called to Common
Mission (CCM), which provided for full communion between the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and Episcopal Church
USA, was the precipitating issue. While CCM was marketed as just
another document of ecumenical cooperation, it was different than
prior agreements because it required a fundamental shift in the definition and understanding of ordained ministry.
The big difference here was like the Catholics, the Anglicans believed that
the laying on of hands during ordination actually causes a change in the individual. This goes against Martin Luther’s teachings on the priesthood of believers, and the nature of ordination. I actually believe that based on history,
the problem in this case was it due to the fact that the ELCA had become so
liberal that it did not matter? Actually this whole snowball affect had started
around few hundred years ago, with the dawning of the period of Enlightenment. You see up until that time, the Bible stood for the in inerrant Word of
God and it was never questioned, as there was no need. As time progressed
however, man got smarter, or so he thought, with all of his science and philosophy, reason and logic flowed freely, so he started to question the validity of
something so old and outdated like the Bible, could it really be 100% accurate?
In the book By What Authority, David Lahren states the following:
For the first 1800 years of existence, the Church had great confidence in the Bible as the Word of God (in its possessive sense), not
simply as a word about God (See Paul’s use of the phrase, ‘gospel of
God’ in Romans 1:1). The crisis of confidence in the authority of
the Bible has evolved primarily in the last 200 years, a period in
Page 8

The Monthly Star

Deacons Meeting Minutes

June 20, 2020

In attendance: Barb Rotino, Liz Stewart, Bonnie Schroeder, Mary Barkey,
Vicar Dan
Or mission statement: St. Paul’s Deacon’s have been called into service
to help meet the caring needs of God’s children both within our congregation and within our community. We see this service as the rent we
pay for being, our very purpose in this life, and not something that we
do in our spare time; it is our way of life.
Dan opened with prayer at 9:15
Our devotion was from Turning Point titled “Now I Understand.” There
are circumstances in our lives which God has intentionally placed there,
in His process of shaping and molding us into the people that He wants
us to be.

Dan then shared a Blog titled “Go Tell Jesus” by Pastor Ron Hodel, Chaplin of 1517. In times of gloom and despair as we are currently going
through, we need to bury the remains of it all and go tell Jesus. We do
this because all authority in heaven and earth has been given to Him.
Remember that everyone else’s authority is provisional at best. And
with all authority in heaven and earth, knowing all our sins, He still lovingly absolves us, and makes us this promise: “I will be with you to the
end of the age. So if anything gets you down, bury it and come tell
me.”eHe He

We spent the rest of the meeting updating the Care & Prayer report.
Liz closed with prayer 10:20

July 2020

Next Meeting: Sat 7/18/2020 at 9 am
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Meetings & Minutes
Trustees Meeting

June 9, 2020

Present: Mark Belz, Ken Cox, Donna Ptak, Gloria Potzler, Robert
Riehle, Judy Stahl, Maria Schultz
Ken led the meeting with a prayer and read from “Blessings for Caregivers”. We received some sad news regarding one of our members
and this prayer seemed to fit.
Treasurer’s report was reviewed. Donna voiced some concern regarding particular bill but will clear this up herself. Benevolence allocation will be settled up this month of June.
Unfinished Business:
Excel database file status?
Windows in parsonage - working on it
Books still need auditing by an outside auditor
Steeple needs to be taken down and painted/replaced.
Pressure washing of #27 done
Windows in Fellowship Hall need scraping and painting.
New Business:
Playground wood chips need replacing and weed-wacker guards
installed on posts
Maple tree in front of parsonage needs to come down. Seeking
quotes for removal
Gloria closed the meeting with a prayer.

which our Western culture has experienced a general distrust for
authority. Some people reveal their lack of confidence by attempting to show that the Church has for 2,000 years misunderstood
what Scripture is saying about and issue. Others agree that the Bible is clear in what it is saying, but assert that it is addressing a different culture in a different time; and since the culture context has
changed, the import of the original words no longer applies to ours.
The Holy Spirit is doing a new thing.
After all, the people and circumstances back then were nothing like today,
and they just didn’t have the wealth of knowledge to draw from as we do now,
“we know better” and we will prove it. We will prove it because if science
cannot prove things like stories of miracles in the Bible, than reason and logic
would dictate that it didn’t really happen. They were just stories or wise tales
told by a group of overzealous Jews. Then to top it all off, along comes some
radical new ways to study the Bible that are going to help us to truly see the
Bible for what it is. One of these new ways is called Higher Criticism. With
the method one studies the Bible in a way that treat the text as they thought
they were created by normal men at a particular historical time and for motivating factor, and therefore it could not possibly be the inerrant Word of God.
And this is where God’s children really start to run amuck. This happens because now we have the ability to make scripture read like what we think it
should say, and the sky is the limit. What is and what is not scriptural and
factual gets thrown out the window, and we make it into something that gratifies us in our time period. Well needless to say it did not take long before the
liberal agenda started to infiltrate all branches of Christian religion and let it
be known that Lutherans were not immune, and what happened in Denver,
Colorado, at The Churchwide Assembly of the ELCA when it adopts Called
to Common Mission (CCM) in violation of our Lutheran Confessions is a
prime example. In the book LCMC The First Ten Years, LCMC Pastor Emeritus John Fahning makes the following statement:
Reality of the Cross
That morning in August 1999 saw a desperate act of submission to an illusion. The illustration was that HE is necessary and
must become law. Rather than uniting the church, the amendment divided it.
Two years later, LCMC was formed – not because there ever
was or ever will be a pure church, but because there is a pure
Gospel, “the power of God for salvation for all who believe” (Romans 1:16 RSV)

Submitted by Maria Schultz

….To Be Continued In The Next Monthly Star
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July 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

For where two or three have gathered together in
My name, I am there in their midst.”
Matthew 18:20
5

6

7

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

Wednesday
1
10:00am Prayer
Group

2-7pm
7pm Blood Mobile
7:00 pm Music Team
8
10:00am Prayer
Group

Thursday
2

Friday
3

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

7:00 pm Friday Night 10:00 am Knitting
Check-in on Zoom

9

10

13

14

7:00 pm Friday Night 2:00 Private ConfesCheck-in on zoom
sion and Absolution

15
10:00am Prayer
Group

16

7:00 pm, Church
Council Meeting

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

21

22
10:00am Prayer
Group

23

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

17

20

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

26

8:15 and 11:00am
Service

7:00 pm Women’s
Meeting
27

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
28

29
10:00am Prayer
Group

18

9:00 am Deacon’s
Meeting

9:30 am Sunday
School

9:30 am Sunday
School

11
7:00 am Men’s
Breakfast
10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

19

4
8:00 am Elder’s
Meeting

9:30 am Sunday
School

12

Saturday

10:00 am Knitting

24

25
10:00 am Knitting

6:00 pm Safety Training for Child/Youth
Ministries
30

31

9:30 am Sunday
School
7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
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