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JANUARY 2020
Like us on Facebook or follow us on YouTube to stream live services.
http://FB.SaintPaulsChurch.com

Sunday, Jan 12th: Discipleship Academy
Sunday Experience, 8:30 am
Friday, Jan 17th: Coffee with Pastor Chad, 7
pm @ Tim Horton’s in E.A.
Sunday, Jan 19th: Annual Congregational
Meeting & Elections, 12:20 pm

http://YouTube.SaintPaulsChurch.com

NONPROFIT ORG
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EAST AURORA, NY 14052
PERMIT NO. 44

In God We Trust

STAR ARTICLES are due by the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Please e-mail articles, corrections, updates or address changes to
Chantal Riehle at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com or
call her at 716-984-0049.

Sunday, Jan 5th: Faith Café, 9:30
Sunday, Jan 5th: Discipleship Academy
Fellowship Meal, 6 pm
Sunday, Jan 6th: Feast of the Epiphany, 7 pm
Sunday, Jan 8th: Blood Mobile, 2-7 pm
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Pastor’s Corner

Data & Info

An Epiphany About Love

Those Who Celebrate Their January Anniversaries

Pr. Chad
1, 2014 Frederick & Carol Happy 5 years

“For God so loved the world…” (John 3:16)

3, 1998 David & Donna Ptak 21 years

I am always shocked whenever I discover that there are Christians
who struggle with the biblical message of God’s love for the entire
world. Some have even attempted to redefine the word “world” and the
word “love” so that it better fits their theology of who God actually
loves. Lutheran’s, myself included, stand amazed at this and rightly so.
God doesn’t just love me, or even the Church, He loves the entire world
and this is wonderfully Good News!
Epiphany is an especially poignant time to reiterate God’s love for
the world. During this season which begins January 6th we recall the journey of the wise men (or kings as in the hymn calls them) from east to
Bethlehem to visit the young child Jesus who was probably about 3 years
old by then. The account of their visit is found only in Matthew’s Gospel.
There they are not given names, or nationalities, but based on what Matthew does tell us and some information gathered from Church tradition,
and history we can make some good assumptions about who they were.
Matthew 2:1 says “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea
in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to
Jerusalem…” They’ve been called magi, kings, and wise men. The Greek
word magi indicates that these men were astrologers and interpreters of
omens. Most likely then they were advisors to the king they represented.
As such their responsibilities included reading the stars, and a host of
other “wisdom-seeking” work. Some early church traditions say there
were twelve. Traditionally however we only honor three, because three
very significant gifts were offered by them. Over time the Church has
also given them names, which are Melchior, Caspar, and Balthasar.
While many have posited that they came from Persia, India, or Africa,
due to the gifts they gave it is more likely that they came from Israel’s
neighbor Arabia. In any case they were not Jewish, and that is why they
are important to us for remembering that God loves the whole world.
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19, 1963 David & Gloria Potzler 56 years
If we missed your anniversary or have the wrong date please
let me know so I can make the correction.

Thank you, Chantal, monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com

Official Acts
Funeral of Lincoln Hodkin, Nov 29th, Performed by Pastor Chad Kyler
Memorial Service for Agnes “Sis” Wilke, Dec 18, Performed by Vicar Dan Stahl

Church Contacts
Pastor: Chad Kyler

716.652.9197
980.330.2725 (cell)
Pastor.ckyler@gmail.com

Office Hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 1-4:30
Associate Pastor: Ron Hager
716.652.5977
Vicar: Dan Stahl
716.861.2706
Church Secretary & Calendar Questions: Chantal Riehle
716.984.0049
Choir Director: Bob Posenjak
716.698.5363
President: Bob Riehle
716.912.0249
Sunday School Superintendent: Marsha Welshans
Church e-mail: office@saintpaulschurch.com
Web Site: saintpaulschurch.com
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Congregational
Building Fund
Mr. Gary Benson—”The God on the mountain top is the same God in the
Valley” ~ A paraphrase from a Bill Gaither song.

$40.00

“There is a saying that for every halting step that we take towards God, God
walks a thousand miles in blazing light to come to us” From H.A.L.
Anonymous

$12.00

Liz Stewart—In loving memory of my beautiful Colin. And he said…”The
Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord”
Job1:21

$25.00

Kelly Vargo

$10.00

Lynn Hodson

$9.00

Catherine A. Vargo

$3.00

The Chase Family—God is faithful all the time!

$20.00

Carol Hartwell—In loving memory of Colin Stewart

$25.00

December Totals:

$144.00

Donations to the Building Fund are published in the Monthly Star in the format
you see. If you would like your gift to be listed anonymously, please indicate so on
your envelope and we will be happy to comply.

Monthly Stats
Church

Attendance Offering

Sunday

2018 2019

Need

Sunday School
2018

2019

Mail-In

2018

2019

So during this joyous season of Epiphany, as the new secular year
begins, let’s each make an effort to share the fact that God does love the
entire world with someone we know. Let us do so in full confidence that
God’s Spirit will go with us giving us the words to say. Who knows,
maybe through our sharing this truth God might bring yet another “wise”
man or woman into His family.

“For God so loved the world…” and we should too! Amen.

Feast of the Epiphany & Service

133

$4,472 $1,911.00 $1,460.00 $145.00

51

57

12/1/19

135

72

$4,472 $4,504.00 $4,155.00

54

48

$35.00

12/8/19

122

120

$4,472 $1,965.00 $2,296.00 $150.00

54

63

$60.00

12/15/19 154

136

$4,472 $2,232.00 $2,008.00 $1,090.00 51

32

12/22/19 129

136

$4,472 $2,379.00 $1,714.00 $375.00

56
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What does this mean for us today? Well in the first place it serves as
a reminder to confirm for us that God does indeed love us even if we are
not physically descended from the tribes of Israel. It also serves as a reminder to us that we as members of the Church (the “new” Israel; Romans 9-11) are not to think that God only loves us Christians and no one
else. Still today God longs for the whole world to believe in His Messiah
Jesus, and He spreads His love to the world through us as we preach the
Gospel and engage our neighbors in a spirit of gentleness and truth.

Offering

11/24/19 152

38

Jesus was born to Jewish parents, in the Jewish land of Judea, as the
Jewish Messiah but the salvation He brought was not for the Jews only.
In Isaiah 49:6 God says to the future Messiah “It is too light a thing that
you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back
the preserved of Israel: I will make you as a light for the nations, that my
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” God’s intention from the
beginning was to bring His love and salvation to all people regardless of
nation, tribe, or language. The wise men represent this truth to us well.
Coming from a non-Jewish kingdom to worship the newborn king of the
Jews symbolically points us to the truth of Isaiah’s prophetic words.
God’s salvation shall reach out to all the earth!

The Monthly Star

Come celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany
of our Lord on Monday, January 6th. Divine
Service at 7:00 pm. After the service join us
in the fellowship hall for some hot chocolate and King Cake/Epiphany Bread.
January 2020
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Upcoming News & Events

Ways to Serve Our Community
FISH OF EAST AURORA…

Annual
Congregational
Meeting & Council
Member Elections
Sunday January 19, 12:20 pm, All eligible
members are encouraged to attend
BLOOD MOBILE

Gloria Potzler

Do I need to prepare to donate blood?
It is recommended you drink plenty of water in the days leading up
to your donation. Eating iron-rich food and getting plenty of rest is
also a good idea. After you've donated, you can simply go about
your day, though it's recommended you avoid strenuous activity
for 24 hours. Hope to see you at the Bloodmobile.

Thank you so much for the much needed
food and the holiday turkeys. FISH is truly a
blessing in many ways to those in need in our
community. Normally we give out between
3,000-7,000 lbs. of food each MONTH.
I personally see all the food that comes in
and all the food that is given out. We have
many very dedicated volunteers and it is a lot
of work, but the fellowship that goes on is so
rewarding. The clients are very appreciative.
The food for the month of January is TUNA. We give out about 250 cans of
tuna EACH MONTH. At this time, we are very low on all foods. There is a box in
the entrance to the church where any food can be placed. Thank you so much
for your continued support. Your giving is truly appreciated.
Sue Cox

We are still accepting scarves, hats, mittens,
thermal underwear and new socks. OTC medication and first aid supplies are also appreciated as long as they are unopened and are not expired. Thank you for your continued support
and donations. Donations can be placed in the
blue basket in the narthex. Please contact Liz
Stewart at 716-671-2771 for more information.

January 8/March 4/May 6
Tell your friends and family about this and as always we have yummy homemade soup, pies and friendly faces. Even if you can’t give
blood consider coming to help.

Donations for New Birth Church &
School
Donations to Pastor Reginald’s school &
church in Belot, Haiti can be made at
www.peakpartnermissions.org.
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Now Is The Time To Pray
JESUS is a life-line for a tired soul, an exhausted mind, and a broken heart. Call out to Him in prayer.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL BUDGET MEETING
Dec. 9, 2019
Dan Stahl opened the budget meeting with a prayer.

Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer we ask that you would
touch those in need of healing; give them comfort and peace, and help them to
accept your perfect will no matter what the outcome may be. We pray for the
following: Thelma, Ron, Denise, Mike, Kay, Jim, Liz, Mary Jean, Lynn, Bob,
Roger, Ed, Maria, Trynal, Claudia, Patty, Rusty, Dave, Brenda and others
AMEN!

2020 budget proposal as well as church officers term limits list were distributed and reviewed.

Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never
to leave us nor forsake us but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those
who are homebound the comfort of your presence. May you grant them today
an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give them strength in prayer, knowing
that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May
your Word fill them with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell,
Arlene Koch, Alan Dietz, Diane Hawk.

$10,000 budget proposal for Youth Director (line 52) was clarified.

Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the
dark shadow of this fallen would cause us to experience many difficulties in this
life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our strength in your one and only Son,
Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and resurrection. Help
those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray
for: Struggling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the
incarcerated, many who struggle with addiction, those who grieve the loss of
a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce, those who suffer
relentless physical pain…
Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the
leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy
leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You
faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN!
Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your
almighty arm to strengthen and protect those who serve in the armed forces.
Support them in times of war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil,
giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all things they may serve with
integrity and honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: Andrea Solomon, Douglass Ziemer, Daniel Potzler, Brad Hedgecorth, Thomas Stynes…
(if your family member has been omitted please contact the church office.)
Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your
people, that they may more diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors,
through the message of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Send forth a mighty
call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of
speech, and power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel
so that many forsake sin and return unto you. And so bless and favor the work
of your people, that multitudes may be brought from the bondage of evil into
the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Budget Committee members are: Ken Cox, Sue Cox, Donna Ptak, Judy
Stahl and Terri Miller. Thank you for your service.
Payroll taxes (line 32) was explained as well.
Benevolence - church planting - (line 11). Funds are not needed this
time.
MOTION was made by Steve Aldstadt to approve budget as stated, SECOND by John Christensen, APPROVED.
There were 32 members present for the budget meeting.
President, Robert Riehle, thank all present to this meeting; he also reminded them of next meeting on Jan. 19, 2020 to vote in our officers.
Dan Stahl closed the meeting with a prayer. Submitted by Maria Schultz
I want to thank the church for helping me go to Nashville. There I
attended a 3 day conference on music in the church. With emphasis on
the true meanings of words and thought presented through music. We
talked alot about the birth of Christ. The crucifixion of Christ and the return of Christ.
I also had the opportunity to sing in choir that backed up the conference. We also did a performance of Handle's Messiah. I wish to thank
Judy Wisner for lending me her copy of the piece and paying for fees for
the extra music.
Most of the events are on YouTube
search Sing Conference 2019 to watch.
I will work with our music teams to ensure music that has meaning, Bible based,
and is performed well.
Thanks, Bob
January 2020
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St. Paul’s Ministry News

LCMC Update
LCMC Service Coordinator Position Update

Stephen Ministry

By Brodie Taphorn - LCMC Board of Trustees November 18, 2019

The Center for Hospice &
Palliative Care Presentation

Dear Pastors, Leaders, and Members of LCMC,

Lynn Riker, the Director of Clinical
Outreach at The Center for Hospice &
Palliative Care of Erie County is coming to St. Paul’s on
Saturday January 18, 2020 at 10:00 AM to conduct a
presentation about Hospice. The Stephen Ministers
and Deacons of St. Paul’s are sending an open invitation to any and all members of the congregation and
friends to spend about forty five to sixty minutes of your
time to learn about this organization and what they are
all about.

Please consider joining us to learn more about
HOSPICE.
If you know of someone who could use this resource contact:
Dan Stahl (716-655-3349) or Sue Cox (716-652-6835)

Men’s Ministry
The men of Saint Paul’s meet on the second Saturday of every month at 7 AM, at
the Iron Kettle for breakfast, good fellowship and great discussions. Bring your
Bible and join us in a relaxed atmosphere
as breakfast is shared along with God’s
Word.

Presently (as of 12/19/2019):

Total Congregations: 951
U.S. Congregations: 766
States Represented: 42
Countries Represented: 15

At our 19th Annual Gathering and Convention,
held in Omaha, NE September 29 – October 2,
2019, our Service Coordinator, Rev. Mark
Vander Tuig announced his retirement effective August 31, 2020. Mark has done this so
we, as a Board and as an association, can take this time to evaluate and assess both the
state of LCMC and the position of Service Coordinator.
In order to prepare for the next chapter in the life of the association, we have engaged a
consultant to help us. Bob Logan of Logan Leadership will work with us through this
process, which we expect will be complete by the end of 2019. Bob met with the Board
of Trustees and the Ministry Board for two days this summer. He has scheduled one-onone interviews with the staff, others and is organizing video conferences with groups
within LCMC. His goal is to gain a broad perspective representing various groups and
ministries all across our association.
The timeline for hiring the next Service Coordinator is as follows:
• December—January: The Board of Trustees will review recommendations, make
adjustments to the Service Coordinator job description, and set goals for the coming
year.
• February—March: The Board of Trustees will open the position to submit resumes
and evaluate candidates.
• April—May: Interview final candidates and move to fill the position.
• June: Announce the selection of the next Service Coordinator.
• July—August: New Service Coordinator will work with Mark Vander Tuig and staff.
• August 31, 2020: Mark Vander Tuig completes his service to LCMC.
• October 4, 2020: The next Service Coordinator will be installed at the next Annual
Gathering held at North Heights Lutheran Church, Arden Hills, October 4-7, 2020.
Working with Mark these last few years has given me a front row seat to the way he
pours his heart into this association of churches. Mark has served us with distinction for
a decade; I hope you will join me and the board as we give thanks for Mark’s service and
pray for him as he opens a new chapter. More details to come later this year on how you
and your church can express your thanks for Mark and his service to LCMC.
God’s peace, Rev. Brodie Taphorn, Chair, LCMC Board of Trustees
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Benevolence Update

Mission, Vision and Values
Our Mission Statement: Buffalo City Mission exists to meet the spiritual
and practical needs of the poor through the demonstration of the love and
preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

St. Paul’s Life Team
Life Team will resume in January, the date
of our next meeting is TBD. We are collecting items for children going into foster
care. Please put donations of back-packs,
blankets (the fuzzier the better), journals,
art pads, colored pencils/gel pens, pens,
combs & brushes in the container marked L4L in the church
entrance. If you would like any more info on the Life Team
please contact Carol & Fred Happy, kowalik.c@gmail.com.
Thank you to everyone involved
with the success of the Cookbook
Fundraiser! Special thanks to Kim
Christensen, Liz Stewart, Paula
Shank, Laurie Kyler, Natalie Siebert,
John Christensen & Sue Cox.
Joanne Goodberry

Our Vision: Buffalo City Mission’s vision is to restore hope to the homeless
and hurting of Western New York. We provide emergency shelter and
nourishing meals to thousands of homeless men, women and children. But
we don’t believe that’s enough.
With the strengths of our Men’s Center and our new state-of-the-art shelter for women and children, Cornerstone Manor, Buffalo City Mission provides comprehensive recovery programs to help homeless men, women
and children rebuild stable, healthy, productive lives.
We believe Jesus calls us to open our arms wide as the need grows. We will
continue to expand our services and develop innovative programs as the
complexities of homelessness change.
Our Purpose: The purpose of Buffalo City Mission is to proclaim and
demonstrate the life-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ, meeting the spiritual,
physical, and emotional needs of men, women and children who are homeless or in need of hope.

Join them to help make an impact in the life of
someone today.
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Women of the Word
Claudia Strickland

The women’s group did not meet
in December as we took some time off
to enjoy our family and friends during
the holiday. We hope everyone who
came enjoyed the dinner at J.P. Fitzgerald’s!

Next meeting is Monday, January 20th at 7pm.
January 2020
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Youth Of St. Paul’s

& Minutes

Greetings from Sunday School

Deacon’s Meeting Minutes

Well, here we are at the end of 2019 and looking forward to 2020. By now I hope everyone saw and enjoyed
our Christmas pageant. It is always fun for us and, the
children have a good time and it gives us the opportunity to step back and hear the story of what Christmas is
really about . The birth of our Lord and Savior. Thank
you so much Kim Christensen for all your hard work and
to all the adults who participated this year. We are a little sad to announce the retirement of Lori Ignatowski . She has taught in the preK class for about 13
years. When you see Lori please thank her for all she
has done for the many children she has touched with
Gods word. She will be missed. Lots of new and exciting things coming in 2020 so stay tuned. I would ask
you to pray during the month of January for our nursery
class. Jeffrey, Liam, Sophia, Aurora, Daniel, and
Cora. Also for Their teachers Trynal and Carol. We wish
everyone a very Happy and Blessed New Year!
Marsha and Kirsten

December 21, 2019

In attendance: Pastor Chad, Barb Rotino, Liz Stewart, and Vicar Dan
Or mission statement: St. Paul’s Deacon’s have been called into service
to help meet the caring needs of God’s children both within our congregation and within our community. We see this service as the rent we
pay for being, our very purpose in this life, and not something that we
do in our spare time; it is our way of life.
Vicar Dan opened in prayer at 9:05.
Dan shared a devotion from Turning Point on Philippians 4:8. We are to
focus on the Bible as God’s written Word, and Jesus as His living Word.
Whatever our concerns and anxieties, we must place our thoughts on the
words of the Bible and the Savior form heaven.
Dan gave everyone a copy of this month Stephen Ministry for the Monthly
Star about Lynn Riker, the Director of Clinical Outreach at The Center for
Hospice & Palliative Care will be at St. Paul’s on Saturday January 18,
2020 at 10:00 AM. Liz will start calling local Stephen Ministry congregations to invite them to join us.
We spent the rest of meeting reviewing the Care & Prayer Report.
Liz closed us with prayer at 10:15.
Next Meeting 1/18/20
Elders Meeting Minutes

December 07, 2019

Present: Pastor Chad, Bob Riehle, Doug Stoddart, John Christiansen ,
Dan Stahl, Ken Cox

The Lord Reigns
Pastor opened in prayer at 8:08
Bible Study: encompassed a majority of the meeting. The group is using
the Luther’s Small Catechism/ A Manual for Discipleship; The commandments and accompanying questions at chapters end are being reviewed
No new business

Pastor closed in prayer at 9:35
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Next Meeting 01/04/20
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Meetings
Trustees Meeting Minutes

Dec 10, 2019

Present: Pastor Chad, Mark Belz, Ken Cox, Gloria Potzler, Donna Ptak,
Robert Riehle, Judy Stahl, Maria Schultz
Bob opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:00
Ken read excerpts from “Portals of Prayer” - 2nd Corinthians

Treasurer’s Report - distributed and reviewed; Donna mentioned that Jon
McGee is now officially on the payroll.
Endowment Fund - Ken will contact Brian Mackey from Thrivent to present
at a service in February and make an endowment report to the committee.
Unfinished Business:
•

Excel database - John Christensen is still working entering information

•

Copy machine - usage is still being monitored

•

Mark Belz is looking into replacing windows in the parsonage

•
•

Piano- too many unused pianos; suggest choosing the best ones and
“dispose” the rest

Sunday School is in need
of a teacher in the pre K-K
class 4 and 5 year olds. This is
a fun class and very easy to
teach. Our curriculum is very
easy and tells you step by
step what to do. Please, if anyone loves kids and feels this is their gift, let me know,
and I will sit down with you and show you the lessons.
We are in need of someone starting January 5th as Lori
Ignatowski is retiring from this position after many years
of teaching. A huge Thank You to Lori for many years of
teaching the pre K class. You have touched many little
hearts and minds with Gods Word.
Marsha

Discipleship Academy Sunday Experience

Snow removal - the Belz’s are doing the job

New Business:
•

Fall-Winter to-do list- all in order

•

Auditing of books - Doug Stoddart and Steve Aldstadt are requesting to
consider the church finances being audited by an outside auditor this
year .... Just for transparency. Pastor Chad will e-mail some churches to
see who they use and also contact LCMC for church auditing guidelines.

•

Donna is working with Pastor on a Life Insurance Policy

•

Gloria suggested an automatic door opener for a handicap entrance in the
gym. We may be able to get a grant for this service. Looking into all the
options.

Pastor closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:30.
Submitted by Maria Schultz
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On January 12th Confirmation students are invited to join Pr. Chad
in worshiping with the members of St. Luke's Anglican Church of East
Aurora. This is another opportunity to experience worship together in a
non-Lutheran context so the students can witness the similarities and
differences we have with other Christians as well as promote unity in
the Body of Christ. We will meet here at St. Paul's at 8:30 am. St. Luke's
service begins at 9:00 am.
January 2020
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Romans 12:12 “Let your hope make you glad. Be
patient in time of trouble & never stop praying.”
5 8:15 and 11:00am
Service
9:30 Faith Cafe
9:30 am Sunday
School
6:00 pm Discipleship
Academy Fellowship
Meal

6

12
8:15 and 11:00am
Service
8:30 am Discipleship
Academy Experience
9:30 am Sunday
School

13

7

19
8:15 and 11:00am
Service
9:30 am Sunday
School
12:20 pm Annual
Congregational
Meeting
26
8:15 and 11:00am
Service

2

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry

14

21

7:00 pm Women’s
Meeting

4

8
10:00 am Prayer
Group

9

10:00 am Knitting

10

15

7:00 pm Music Team
22
10:00am Prayer
Group

11
7:00 am Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am Knitting
2:00 pm Private Confession and Absolution

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

7:00 pm Church
Council Meeting

27

3

Saturday
8:00 am Elder’s
Meeting

10:00 am Prayer
Group

20

Friday

Blood Mobile
2-7
7 pm

Feast of the
Epiphany &
Service, 7 pm

6:00 pm Luther
League Meeting

Thursday

16

17

18
9:00 am Deacon’s
Meeting

7:00 pm Coffee with
Pastor Chad @ Tim
7:00 pm Stephen Min- Horton’s in East
istry
Aurora

10:00 am Knitting

23

25

24

10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
28

29
10:00am Prayer
Group

30

31

9:30 am Sunday
School
6:00 pm, Luther
League Meeting
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7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
The Monthly Star
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