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In God We Trust

STAR ARTICLES are due by the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Please e-mail articles, corrections, updates or address changes to
Chantal Riehle at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com or
call her at 716-984-0049.

Feb 2nd: Faith Café & Sunday School Pajama
Day, 9:30 am
Feb 22nd: Saints and Sinners Underground
Railroad Museum and Tour, 2:00 pm

Page 1
February 2020
The Monthly Star
Page 20

Pastor’s Corner

Data & Info

Our Lenten Journey Begins!
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The pastor speaks these words as he marks your forehead with a cross of black
ashes. Lent is a time to reflect deeply on the nature of sin and the reality
of death, but most importantly Lent is a time to reflect deeply on the
cross. Ash Wednesday (February 26th, 2020) marks the beginning of the
forty-day season of Lent, a journey that culminates in three holy days:
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. Lent is a call to repentance,
an invitation to reorder your life, and a time to focus on the events that
led to the crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord. Above all, Lent is a
time to meditate on the great cost that your Lord has paid for you and for
your salvation.
Some will journey through Lent without much thought, without
much effort, with little risked and little gained. Others will embrace the
journey, challenge themselves, and in the end find themselves renewed
and changed. Decide ahead of time how you would like your journey to
go. There is no better opportunity to re-order your life, make a new start,
or deepen the good habits you’ve already begun. Take the time to prepare
and plan. This year, give yourself and your family the gift of the Triduum
(the three holy days). Take out your household calendar and mark the
dates for Maundy Thursday (April 9th), Good Friday (April 10th), and
Easter (April 12th). Mark these days as “church days” and make plans for
you and your family to attend services. To the extent possible, prepare
for these days in advance: take time off from work, and get tasks and
chores done ahead of time. Once you’ve finished your preparations for
the Triduum, make plans to also attend the midweek Lenten services at
7pm on Wednesday evenings: March 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th, as well as
April 1st and 8th. Mark your calendar. These six services are the heart of
the Lenten season and gathering together as a Family to hear our Father’s
word is the most essential part of Lent.
Lent is a great time to recommit yourself to the Christian Disciplines:
ALMSGIVING Jesus said: “When you do your charitable
deeds ...” (Matthew 6:1-4). Lent is an opportunity to assess (and perhaps
reevaluate) how you give of your time, your money, and your labor. Do
you support the church as you should, so that the Gospel may continue to
be preached to you and your family? What opportunities for charity have
you encountered recently? Jesus gives us some ideas Himself (Matthew
25:31-46). The opportunities are almost limitless! So here’s the real challenge: pick one or two and use Lent as your opportunity to get started.
PRAYER Jesus said: “When you pray ...” (Matthew 6:5-13). Make
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Those Who Celebrate Their February Anniversaries
15, 1969 Larry & Cynthia Flint

50 years

20, 1993 Paul & Terry Tomczyk

26 years

21, 2004 Ronald & Ellen Lorek

15 years

If we missed your anniversary or have the wrong date please
email Chantal at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com.

Official Acts
Baptism of Giovanni Galbo, January 5, 2020, officiated by Pastor Chad Kyler.
Funeral Service for Al Dietz, January 9, 2020, officiated by Pastor Chad Kyler.
Memorial Service for Denise Blaszak, January 18, 2020, officiated by Pastor Ron
Hager.
Funeral Service for Katie Anstett, January 25, 2020, officiated by Pastor Chad
Kyler.

Church Contacts
Pastor: Chad Kyler

716.652.9197
980.330.2725 (cell)
Pastor.ckyler@gmail.com

Office Hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 1-4:30
Associate Pastor: Ron Hager
716.652.5977
Vicar: Dan Stahl
716.861.2706
Church Secretary & Calendar Questions: Chantal Riehle
716.984.0049
Choir Director: Bob Posenjak
716.698.5363
President: Bob Riehle
716.912.0249
Sunday School Superintendent: Marsha Welshans
Church e-mail: office@saintpaulschurch.com
Web Site: saintpaulschurch.com
February 2020
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Congregational
Building Fund
Mr. Gary Benson—Like Scrooge said at the end of A Christmas Carol “Lets
try to keep Christmas in our hearts everyday of the year”

$40.00

Dave & Bonnie Schroeder—In Loving Memory of Rita Kowalik

$25.00

Dave & Bonnie Schroeder—In Loving Memory of Katie Anstett

$25.00

Liz Stewart—In loving memory of my beautiful Colin. “There is no more
lovely, friendly, and charming relationship, communion or company than a
good marriage.” ~ Martin Luther

$25.00

Mr. & Mrs. James Brooks Jr.

$20.00

Sharon & Thaddeus Blaszak—In Loving Memory of Denise Blaszak

$100.00

Marie & Richard Walczak—In Loving Memory of Denise Blaszak

$10.00

Mr. Gerard Nowak—In memory of my beautiful wife, Betty.

$50.00

Debbie & Stan Blaszak

$20.00

Anonymous

$300.00

January Totals:

$615.00

Donations to the Building Fund are published in the Monthly Star in the format
you see. If you would like your gift to be listed anonymously, please indicate so on
your envelope and we will be happy to comply.

Monthly Stats
Church

Attendance Offering

Sunday

2019

Sunday School

2020

Need

12/29/19 106

XXX

$4,472 $2,205.00 XXX

1/5/20

122

136

$4,472 $2,712.00 $3,478.00 $225.00

1/12/20

141

42

1/19/20

72

77
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2019

2020

Mail-In

2019

$15.00

2020 Offering

XXX

$21.00

57

57

$525.00

$4,472 $1,777.00 $2,790.00 $650.00

58

14

$65.00

$4,472 $1,095.00 $1,230.00 $650.00

34

32

$25.00
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time to speak with your heavenly Father. Actually schedule it. Write down
a specific time. Have in mind a specific place. Commit to 10 minutes in
the morning and 10 minutes in the evening. When you speak to God, speak
out loud. Begin by praying the Ten Commandments, the Apostle’s Creed,
and the Lord’s Prayer. As an added bonus: by the time Lent is over you’ll
have these memorized. After praying God’s word, simply speak back to
Him. Confess if you need to confess; ask for forgiveness, grace, and wisdom; pray for others, name names, identify needs. He tenderly invites you
to speak with Him as a dear child to a dear Father.
FASTING Jesus said: “When you fast ...” (Matthew 6:16-18). This
Lent, some will choose to “fast” by not using Facebook, or TV, or some
other enjoyable activity, in order that they might have more time to read
Scripture and pray. For the most part, however, fasting has to do with
food. New to fasting? Consider cutting out snacks or sugar. Use the confrontations with your mouth and stomach to lead you to prayer and reflection. The practice of fasting has much to teach us about the habits of our
flesh: thoughtless consumption, taking abundance for granted, not giving
thanks to God. Ultimately, fasting draws us into Jesus’ own experience in
the desert, and into His words of truth: “Man does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).
Lent is also a time for confession:
If you have yet to experience the great blessing of Individual Confession & Absolution, then you really don’t know what you’re missing! Lent
is your opportunity to find out. Perhaps you have gone to Confession &
Absolution before, but it has been a while (or it was in a non-Lutheran
church). Lent is your opportunity to renew. Confession & Absolution is
one of the most practical and profound gifts that God gives to us (John
20:22-23). If you are nervous, or have questions about Confession & Absolution, your pastors stand ready to assist you and encourage you with
God’s word.
LENT IS A PENITENTIAL SEASON, a season where we address
the sin in our lives. There is no better way to address sin head-on than
through Confession & Absolution. Martin Luther writes: “Before God we
should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as we do in
the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we should confess only those sins
which we know and feel in our hearts” (Luther’s Small Catechism). The
devil loves nothing more than to keep you isolated in sin and guilt. Take
the opportunity this Lent to go to Confession & Absolution.
WHAT IS CONFESSION? “Confession has two parts. First, that we
confess our sins, and second, that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness ...” (Luther’s Small Catechism). God’s word of forgiveness, spoken through the pastor’s lips, is a powerful word. This word creates in us a
clean heart and renews a right spirit within us.
CONSIDER THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 1. You shall have
no
February 2020
Page 3

other gods. What things have you loved more than God? 2. You shall not
misuse God’s name. How have you failed to live up to the name He
placed on you at Baptism? 3. Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it
holy. What has gotten in the way of church, and what place does God take
in your schedule? 4. Honor your father and mother. Have you honored and
respected the government leaders, your boss, and the other authorities God
has put in your life? 5. You shall not murder. Have you spoken ill of anyone or murdered with your tongue? 6. You shall not commit adultery. In
what ways have you failed to lead a sexually pure and decent life in
thought, word, and deed? 7. You shall not steal. Have you cheated anyone
or taken advantage of anyone? 8. You shall not bear false witness. What
lies or half-truths have you caught yourself telling? 9. You shall not covet
your neighbor’s house. Have you found yourself being jealous of others,
wishing you had more? 10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,
workers, or possessions. How have you failed to keep this commandment
perfectly? Now go to Confession on March 14th, or April 11th (or both)
and receive Absolution!
Finally, Lent brings us back to the font…
Christianity’s earliest observances of Lent included a focus on the
catechumens (new Christians) who were preparing to be Baptized at the
Easter Vigil. Their journey to the Baptismal Font became an opportunity
for all Christians to refocus on their own Baptisms and return to the basics
of the faith. Lent provides an opportunity for you to consider your own
spiritual life and find renewal. Here are some suggestions that will take
you back to the Font and back to the basics. You won’t likely be able to
embrace them all, so just pick one or two for this Lenten season:
1. SIGNS OF LIFE Luther writes: “In the morning when you get up,
make the sign of the holy cross and say: ‘In the name of the Father and of
the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen’” (Luther’s Small Catechism).
This Lent, begin each day making the sign of the cross in remembrance of
your Baptism (Matthew 28:19; Galatians 3:27). Every day you wake and
rise as a Baptized and forgiven child of God.
2. SHARE THE GOSPEL You are a Christian because someone
brought you to church. Return the favor. Perhaps it was your parents, another family member, or a friend that brought you to hear the Gospel.
Commit to inviting at least one person each week of Lent to come to
church. “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
Christ” (Romans 10:17).
3. JOIN THE ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS Perhaps you feel
stagnant in your spiritual life, you long to delve into the Scriptures, or
maybe you have questions. Did you know that the adult class looks deeply
at scripture and the Lutheran Confessions helping us to be more connected
to our faith? You can jump in on any Sunday during Lent.
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Ways to Serve Our Community
FISH OF EAST AURORA…
The food for the month of February
is BAKED BEANS OR PORK AND BEANS. At
this time, we are in need of the 15oz and
16 oz. size, although any size will do. I did
have to purchase 45- 15/16 oz. cans of
baked beans to be given out for our
Christmas food distribution. We give out
this size for the families of 1 or 2 people.
Thank you so much for the increased
amounts of food given during the holidays. Our storage room is in need
of restocking. FISH does depend on the community churches for their
monthly collections.
Sue Cox

We are still accepting scarves, hats, mittens,
thermal underwear and new socks. OTC medication and first aid supplies are also appreciated as long as they are unopened and are not expired. Thank you for your continued support
and donations. Donations can be placed in the
blue basket in the narthex. Please contact Liz
Stewart at 716-671-2771 for more information.

Donations for New Birth Church &
School
Donations to Pastor Reginald’s school &
church in Belot, Haiti can be made at
www.peakpartnermissions.org.
February 2020
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Now Is The Time To Pray
JESUS is a life-line for a tired soul, an exhausted mind, and a broken heart. Call out to Him in prayer.
Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer we ask that you would
touch those in need of healing; give them comfort and peace, and help them to
accept your perfect will no matter what the outcome may be. We pray for the
following: Thelma, Ron, Denise, Mike, Kay, Jim, Liz, Mary Jean, Lynn, Bob,
Roger, Ed, Maria, Trynal, Claudia, Patty, Rusty, Dave, Brenda and others
AMEN!

4. TEST YOUR MEMORY Luther insists that every Christian ought to
have the Ten Commandments, the Apostles Creed, the Lord’s Prayer,
and the Words of Institution memorized. How do you measure up? Take
this Lent as an opportunity to blow the dust off your Small Catechism
and re-memorize these most basic Biblical texts. Even better: include
your kids and memorize as a family!

Let the journey begin!
Pr. Chad

Upcoming News & Events

Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never
to leave us nor forsake us but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those
who are homebound the comfort of your presence. May you grant them today
an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give them strength in prayer, knowing
that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May
your Word fill them with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell,
Arlene Koch, Alan Dietz, Diane Hawk.
Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the
dark shadow of this fallen would cause us to experience many difficulties in this
life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our strength in your one and only Son,
Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and resurrection. Help
those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray
for: Struggling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the
incarcerated, many who struggle with addiction, those who grieve the loss of
a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce, those who suffer
relentless physical pain…
Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the
leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy
leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You
faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN!
Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your
almighty arm to strengthen and protect those who serve in the armed forces.
Support them in times of war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil,
giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all things they may serve with
integrity and honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: Andrea Solomon, Douglass Ziemer, Daniel Potzler, Brad Hedgecorth, Thomas Stynes…
(if your family member has been omitted please contact the church office.)
Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your
people, that they may more diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors,
through the message of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Send forth a mighty
call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of
speech, and power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel
so that many forsake sin and return unto you. And so bless and favor the work
of your people, that multitudes may be brought from the bondage of evil into
the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Lutheran Difference Adult Sunday School Series
starts February 2nd.
Justification & Sanctification: Righteousness. Relationship. Good works.
Grace. So many opinions. What do you believe?
As Lutherans interact with other Christians, they often struggle to explain their
beliefs and practices. Although many Lutherans have learned the "what" of
Lutheran doctrines, they do not always understand the "why." Based on God's
Word as faithfully reflected in the Lutheran Confessions, this study will help
you to state clearly what you believe.

Saints and Sinners
February Event
On Saturday, February 22nd,
Saints and Sinners will be
going to the Niagara Falls
Underground Railroad Museum and Tour at 2 pm. Kids 5 and under are free, kids 6-12
are $4, and adults 13+ are $7. Please see Laurie Kyler for
more information.
February 2020

Page 5

St. Paul’s Ministry News

LCMC Update
LCMC 20th Annual Gathering and Convention
When: October 4-7,
2020 Where: North Heights Lutheran Church in Arden Hills, MN
What is the LCMC Annual Gathering all about?

Journeying through Grief
Journeying through Grief is a set of four short, easy-to-read books that offer
words of comfort and hope to those grieving the loss of a loved one. Individuals and organizations send each of the Journeying through Grief books
to grieving people at specific, crucial times during that first year after a
loved one dies. Each book focuses on what the person is likely to be experiencing at that time and provides care, assurance, encouragement, and
hope.

Presently (as of 1/19/2020):

Total Congregations: 952
U.S. Congregations: 767
States Represented: 42
Countries Represented: 15

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ’s Annual Gathering is a fourday event featuring keynote speakers, worship and Bible study, breakout
sessions, vendors and plenty of opportunities for fellowship and networking. Whether you’re new to LCMC, just checking us out for the first time,
or a long-time member looking to make new friends and reunite with old
ones, the Annual Gathering is the place to be if you're looking to get inspired, get informed, get trained
&
equipped and get connected
with other LCMC-ers!

Journeying through Grief is a simple yet powerful way to extend care again
and again during that difficult first year.

CONGREGATIONAL BUSINESS MEETING - Jan. 19, 2020

If you know of anyone who would benefit from these books,
please contact Vicar Dan or Sue Cox.

Assoc. Pastor Ron Hager opened the meeting with a prayer at 12:20 pm.
Annual Report was distributed and reviewed.

Men’s Ministry
The men of Saint Paul’s meet on the second Saturday of every month at 7 AM, at
the Iron Kettle for breakfast, good fellowship and great discussions. Bring your
Bible and join us in a relaxed atmosphere
as breakfast is shared along with God’s
Word.
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Attendance: 31 members

Special acknowledgement for Scott Bieler for his generous contribution
of a wheelchair handicapped van for Linn Morrison
Council nominations: Vice President - Ken Cox, Council Secretary - Maria Schultz, Treasurer - Donna Ptak, Barb Rotino - Deacon, Liz Stewart Deacon, Elder - Doug Stoddart, Elder - Don Welshans, Trustee - Gloria
Potzler, Trustee - Judy Stahl, SS Supt. - Marsha Welshans, Asst. SS
Supt. - Kirsten Chase. These members are currently in present positions
and have agreed to stay on. MOTION made by Ken Cox to accept nominees as stated, SECOND - by Jim McGee, ALL IN FAVOR
There is no new business. Closing prayer by Ron Hager.
February 2020
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Benevolence Update

What is ILT all About?
The Institute of Lutheran Theology is a Lutheran seminary providing
graduate, certificate, and lay level theological education through a
fully integrated online campus. Faithful, fully-credentialed teachers
lead students deeply into the Scriptures and the Christian tradition
through a continual dialogue via live online video conferencing that
replicates a traditional classroom. This grants students the opportunity to study at ILT without the inconvenience of relocating. Students
immediately apply what they learn to their lives, communities, families, and congregations.

Mission Statement
The Institute of Lutheran Theology is a Christian faith community,
seminary and graduate school that rigorously equips faithful pastors,
teachers, and lay people to effectively proclaim the gospel and serve
Christ's church throughout the world.

Vision Statement
The Institute of Lutheran Theology will be a leading center for classical theological study in the Lutheran tradition that holds the scandal
of the cross before the church and the world through its students and
graduates, its participation in the ecumenical theological enterprise,
and its pioneering efforts in lay, undergraduate, seminary, and graduate education.
Page 14
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Twenty Ways to Be Pro Life in 2020
From The Daily Citizen:
#1 Attend the March for Life
#2 Share Directions to a Local Pregnancy Resource Center (PRC)
#3 Volunteer at Your Local PRC
#4 Sign up to Mentor or Support an Expecting Mom
#5 Donate to a Foster Care or Adoption Agency
#6 Directly Assist a Foster or Adoptive Family
#7 Be Informed
#8 Register for a Wait No More Event
#9 Become Licensed Respite, Foster Care, or Adoptive Parents
#10 Learn About Suicide Prevention
#11 Share a Suicide Prevention Message
#12 Donate Used Items to a Pro-Life Organization
#13 Share your Opinion Publicly.
#14 Write to Your Representatives
#15 Contribute to a Pro-Life Organization
#16 Pray, Fast, Intercede
#17 Support Those with Differing Abilities
#18 Help a Family Who has a Child in the NICU
#19 Vote for Pro-Life Politicians
#20 Attend ALIVE 2020

Women of the Word
Claudia Strickland

Another year to begin the
Womans’ Meetings. We met at 7
pm and read chapter 7. It is based
on 1 Peter 5:7. Thanks for our
bobbers!
Treasurers Report—Money is in there
Old Business—We had 48 people at the Christmas party. Everyone enjoyed themselves. We will be there again in 2020!
New business—Date for the woman’s luncheon is May 2nd but
our entertainment has been changed. Info to follow later.

Next meeting is Monday, February 17th at 7pm.
February 2020
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Youth Of St. Paul’s

& Minutes

Greetings from Sunday
School

Deacon’s Meeting Minutes

We have begun a new semester in our classes, and a new
teacher in our Pre-K room. The
children have a new challenge
that they are working on. It involves necklaces with dog tags
that they can earn as they learn. You will be hearing more
about that on February 2nd at both services as the Sunday
school showcases some of their work. Our Christmas caroling and gift bags were a big hit at the nursing home in East
Aurora. There was a bit of a delay when we got there and
the children were so good and so patient. I was very proud
of them, and of coarse they were wonderful singers. The
residents really enjoyed it. Thanks to all the parents who donated items for the gift bags. During the month of February
I would ask you to please pray for the Pre-K class and their
teacher Mary Schinzel, Lucas, Cole, Reese, Torrey, Evy, Freddie, and Lennon.
Thank you Marsha and Kirsten

BLOOD MOBILE

Gloria Potzler

January 18, 2020

In attendance: Barb Rotino, Liz Stewart, Bonnie Schroeder, Mary Barkey,
and Vicar Dan
Or mission statement:
St. Paul’s Deacon’s have been called into service to help meet the caring
needs of God’s children both within our congregation and within our
community. We see this service as the rent we pay for being, our very
purpose in this life, and not something that we do in our spare time; it is
our way of life.
We had no meeting, as all the four Deacons plus 20 others attended the
Hospice Seminar. Thank you to all who donated food items and helped in
setting-up. The speaker Lynn Riker was amazing, and I believe that everyone walked away with a better understanding what Hospice is all about.
Next Meeting: 2/15/2020 at 9:00

Elders Meeting Minutes

January 4, 2020

Present: Pastor Chad, Bob Riehle, Doug Stoddart, John Christiansen ,
Dan Stahl, Ken Cox, Claudia Strictland, Don Whelshans
The Lord Reigns

Do I need to prepare to donate blood?
It is recommended you drink plenty of water in the
days leading up to your donation. Eating iron-rich
food and getting plenty of rest is also a good idea.
After you've donated, you can simply go about your
day, though it's recommended you avoid strenuous
activity for 24 hours. Hope to see you at the Bloodmobile.
March 4/May 6/July 1

Opened in prayer at 8:08
Bible Study: Act2 vs 37-39 - Forgiveness of Sins. Gift of the Holy Spirit.

The group is using the Luther’s Small Catechism/ A Manual for Discipleship; The commandments and accompanying questions at chapters
end are being reviewed
Discussed: “Saved by Grace through Faith Alone”
No new business

Tell your friends and family about this and as always we have yummy homemade soup, pies and friendly faces. Even if you can’t give
blood consider coming to help.

Closed in prayer at 9:20
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Next Elder Meeting 02/01/2020
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Meetings
Church Council Meeting Minutes

Luther League 2019
January 14, 2020

Present: Pastor Chad, Kirsten Chase, John & Morgan Christensen, Ken Cox, Cassie
& Jon McGee, Jim McGee, Donna Ptak, Gloria Potzler, Robert Riehle, Barb Rotino,
Judy Stahl, Liz Stewart, Doug Stoddart, Claudia Strickland, Marsha Welshans, Maria Schultz
Liz Stewart opened the meeting with a prayer, Pastor Chad followed with Scriptures from Mark 6:53-56
Treasurer’s Report: Donna distributed a 2-year comparison report; she also
opened 2 CDs
Sunday School: Marsha reported that we need a set Safety Policy in place. A
committee consisting of: Cassie McGee, Jon McGee, Marsha Welshans, John Christensen, Doug Stoddart & Kirsten Chase will report by next Council meeting. MOTION was made by Ken Cox for Committee to report findings by next meeting.
SECOND - Liz Stewart ALL IN FAVOR. There will be a presentation by Sunday
School children after Faith Cafe on Feb. 2.
Trustee Report: Auditing of our books is being scheduled. Working on handicap
door access. Sticking with Coverall Corp for the Church cleaning service (new franchise owner though)
Deacon’s Report: Liz announced that there will be Hospice presentation 1/18
Elders’ Report: Monthly Star
Stephen Ministry: 3 people currently being ministered; meetings are on Thursdays
Youth Ministry: Cassie reported that there are new faces; planning summer trip
Benevolence Communication in Sunday Bulletin.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Photo Directory - Still alot of missing members; scheduling another date
John mentioned that we have 2 computers that are obsolete; he will make a proposal to purchase a new one and present it at next Trustee meeting
NEW BUSINESS:
Scott Bieler had made a generous donation of a Handicap Van for Linn Morrison.
MOTION -made by Ken Cox to schedule presentation to the Congregation this
coming Sunday, 1/19, SECOND by Liz Stewart, ALL IN FAVOR
We are reviewing our Church Constitution to see if we could remove the “Mission
Team” position as its job is duplicated by the Deacons.

Liz Closed the meeting with a prayer.
Page 12
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The Revivification of Saint Paul’s adolescent youth program
Beginning in the spring of 2019 my wife (Cassandra) and I began
our journey to bring back to life Saint Paul’s “youth group”. With
steady participants and the welcoming of friends and new comers,
2019 has been a success in the beginning formations of our group
and an advancement of our mission as a church. For those unfamiliar
with the program, our group (also known as “Luther League”) invites
teenagers from sixth to twelfth grade to participate in games, excursions, and bible study. Our guideline for teaching is straightforward;
that the Christian scriptures are the sole source of authority for
Christian faith and practice. We have covered many topics in the
past months including creation and evolution, forgiveness, accountability, relationships, and personalities to name a few. We have since
began our Enduring Faith curriculum created by Concordia Publishing House. This curriculum features a Christ centered Bible study to
sustain faith that last a lifetime. The first year is an overview of the
Bible and it’s major themes, tracing God’s plan of salvation from
Genesis to Revelation. However amidst all of our studies we never
forget to have fun. This past year the youth group hosted an eerily
exciting Halloween Dance at the church, we have gone on a nature
walk to the local West Falls park, held a progressive dinner made
possible by some excellent parents in our congregation, and we had
a fun day of sledding at Chestnut Ridge park (pictured above). These
were just a few of the fun-filled happenings. Plans are in the works
for next year with an emphasis of joy, laughter,
and rejoicing in Christ. We
are very excited to embrace 2020 and bring with
it a growing knowledge of
the word and a stronger
faith all while having fun.
-Jonathan McGee, Youth
Director
February 2020
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February 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
8:00 am Elder’s
Meeting

Romans 12:12 “Let your hope make you glad. Be
patient in time of trouble & never stop praying.”
2 8:15 and 11:00am
Service

3

4

9:30 Faith Cafe

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.
10

11

7:00 pm Trustees
Meeting
17

18

7:00 pm Women’s
Meeting
23
8:15 and 11:00am
Service
9:30 am Sunday
School
6:00 pm, Luther
League Meeting
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7:00 am Men’s Breakfast
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2:00 pm Private Confession and Absolution

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry
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10:00 am Prayer
Group

6:00 pm Luther
League Meeting
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8:15 and 11:00am
Service
9:30 am Sunday
School

5
10:00 am Prayer
Group

10:00 am Knitting

9:30 am Sunday
School Pajama Day!
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8:15 and 11:00am
Service
9:30 am Sunday
School

10:00 am Knitting
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9:00 am Deacon’s
Meeting
10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Music Team
19
10:00am Prayer
Group
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10:00 am Knitting

7:00 pm Music Team
Pract.

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry

26
10:00am Prayer
Group
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2:00 pm Saints &
Sinners Underground Railroad
Museum & Tour
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7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service
7:00 pm Music Team
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