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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, MARCH 2019

Pastor’s Corner
The Third “Lutheran” sacrament…well almost!
Most Lutheran’s know that our churches celebrate and recognize
two sacraments which have been enjoined upon the church by Christ
in the Gospels, these are Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. However, did you also know that Confession and Absolution came close
to being named the third sacrament among us? As we prepare to
begin the season of Lent which emphasizes our need to live of a life
of repentance it is in our best interests to look at what our ancestors
in the faith wrote about Confession and Absolution in the Augsburg
Confession.
“…Private Absolution ought to be retained in the churches, although in confession an enumeration of all sins is not necessary.
For it is impossible according to the Psalm: Who can understand
his errors? Ps. 19, 12” (Augsburg Confession of Faith XI)
“Confession in the [Lutheran] churches is not abolished among
us; for it is not usual to give the body of the Lord, except to them
that have been previously examined and absolved. And the people
are most carefully taught concerning faith in the absolution, about
which formerly there was profound silence…Nevertheless, on account of the great benefit of absolution, and because it is otherwise
useful to the conscience, Confession is retained among
us.” (Augsburg Confession of Faith XXV:1-2, 13)
These passages are referring to the practice of privately confessing
particular sins to the pastor and receiving absolution from him. At
this point you might ask “but why in the world would I do that? Isn’t
that just something Roman Catholic’s do? Don’t we already confess
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our sins every Sunday?” Well actually private Confession and Absolution is much older than the
widespread, current practice of corporate Confession and Absolution during the Divine Service
and is rooted not in the teachings of the church of Rome but in the Bible itself.
James 5:14-16 states “Is any one among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church,
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of
faith will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed sins, he
will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you
may be healed.” James admonishes us here to seek out the ‘elder’s (i.e. pastor’s) of the church
when we are sick or in need of forgiveness. He also tells us to ‘confess our sins to one another’
and in the context of this passage it seems the elder (pastor) is the one who is hearing our confession.
Consider also what Jesus told the Apostle’s in John 20:19-23 “On the evening of that first day
of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he
showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again
Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that
he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins
are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
Also in Matthew 16:18-19 following Peter’s personal confession of faith Jesus tells him “And
I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades
will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
In both of these passages, Jesus gives His apostles (i.e. His ministers) the responsibility and
obligation to forgive sins and withhold the forgiveness of sins. In Matthew Jesus speaks to Peter
directly as the representative of the apostles and calls this part of their pastoral ministry “the keys
of the kingdom of heaven.” In the passage from John, Jesus comes to the apostles following His
resurrection and gives them the Holy Spirit, and with the Gift of the Spirit, He also bestows upon
them the ‘Keys’ to forgive or not to forgive sins. For this reason, in the Lutheran church we call
the authority to retain and forgive sins the ‘Office of the Keys.’
The Lutheran Confessions deal with ‘Confession and Absolution’ in numerous places with
some writings even providing explicit reasons why the early Lutherans retained Private Confession and in fact held it in high esteem working to restore it to being a practice that is focused on
the Gospel of forgiveness in Christ. The Lutheran Reformers did not see Private Confession as a
purely “Roman” practice that should be discarded, rather they viewed it as a biblical Rite that had
been obscured by the way Rome practiced it. For example, Martin Luther writing of Rome’s false
teaching on Confession said:
“As regards confession, the procedure was this: Everyone had [was enjoined] to enumerate
all his sins (which is an impossible thing). This was a great torment. From such as he had forgotten [But if anyone had forgotten some sins] he would be absolved on the condition that, if
they would occur to him, he must still confess them. In this way he could never know whether
he had made a sufficiently pure confession [perfectly and correctly], or when confessing would
ever have an end. Yet he was pointed to his own works, and comforted thus: The more fully
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[sincerely and frankly] one confesses, and the more he humiliates himself and debases himself
before the priest, the sooner and better he renders satisfaction for his sins; for such humility
certainly would earn grace before God.
Here, too, there was no faith nor Christ, and the virtue of the absolution was not declared to
him, but upon his enumeration of sins and his self-abasement depended his consolation. What
torture, rascality, and idolatry such confession has produced is more than can be related.” (Smalcald Articles Part III, Article III:19-20)
Responding to this sorry state of affairs Luther later writes:
“Since Absolution or the Power of the Keys is also an aid and consolation [comfort] against
sin and a bad conscience, ordained by Christ [Himself] in the Gospel, Confession or Absolution
ought by no means to be abolished in the Church, especially on account of [tender and] timid
consciences and on account of the untrained [and capricious] young people, in order that they
may be examined, and instructed in the Christian doctrine. But the enumeration of sins ought
to be free to everyone, as to what he wishes to enumerate or not to enumerate. For as long as
we are in the flesh, we shall not lie when we say: "I am a poor man [I acknowledge that I am a
miserable sinner], full of sin." Rom. 7:23: I see another law in my members, etc. For since private absolution originates in the Office of the Keys, it should not be despised [neglected], but
greatly and highly esteemed [of the greatest worth], as [also] all other offices of the Christian
Church.” (Smalcald Articles Part III, Article VIII:1-2)
From this it is clear that Lutheran’s do not practice Private Confession and Absolution because
we believe that one must recite out loud all of ones sins in order to be forgiven. Nor do we practice it because we want to make sure we do something to atone for our sins. Nor do we practice it
primarily because of the confession itself. The main thing is Absolution! It is because of this great
gift (i.e. God’s forgiveness) to the Church that we should all have access to Private Confession
and Absolution.
With all of the foregoing in mind, and as a consequence of the ordination vows I took as a minister to uphold the Scriptures along with my intention as your pastor to further uphold the proper
interpretation of the Scriptures found in the Lutheran Confessions, after discussing it with Pastor
Ron and Vicar Dan, I have decided to reintroduce the historic Lutheran practice of offering regular times for Private Confession and Absolution here at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Coinciding
with the start of Lent beginning March 9th and every second Saturday of every month thereafter
one of your pastor’s will be available from 2:00pm-3:00pm. to offer Absolution in a private manner (details on procedure at the end of the article).
While not being a specifically “Roman Catholic” thing private Confession and Absolution is in
fact a Christian thing. In his “Exhortation to Confession” Luther wrote “When I urge you to go to
Confession, I am doing nothing else than urging you to be a Christian.”(32) No one is forced to
go to Confession or to enumerate (list) every sin committed. However, all Christians should desire
it because of the forgiveness of sins offered there. While the same forgiveness is offered and received through the Corporate Confession and Absolution during each Divine Service there are
added benefits of Private Confession. First, the person confessing is able to confidentially name
the sin that is troubling him or her. Second, he or she will hear the pastor proclaim God’s forgiveness for that particular sin. Third, those who privately receive Absolution typically experience
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a great sense of peace, comfort, and healing of soul.
In my annual report to the church I stated that my vision for St. Paul’s this year (2019) is that
we become a place of healing. Healing for those suffering physically, emotionally, and spiritually
as well as healing for broken relationships. Private Confession and Absolution goes hand in hand
with public services for healing like the one we offered in February for in this way we can address
all the areas of human life that cause us pain and need to experience God’s Grace and Mercy.
Now a word about procedure. Private Confession and Absolution may feel intimidating. It can
be and is a fearful thing to confess private sins to someone else. While it may not seem safe to be
so exposed before your pastor it brings comfort to know that it is really not the pastor that matters
but that we are exposing ourselves before God who works through the ministry of the pastor. During Private Confession the pastor will sit sideways behind the communion rail in the church so
that his ear is toward you while you face the Altar. However, don’t think of the pastor’s ear as his
only. In truth, the pastor is bound by his ordination vows to be the ear of God for you. He will
hear your confession and then pronounce absolution but it is really Christ who absolves you
through the pastor’s mouth. When the pastor hears your confession, your sins are removed from
you. God removes them as far as the east is from the west (Ps. 103:12), and the pastor is obligated to never repeat (under any circumstance) what has been confessed to him.
On the days when regular times for Private Confession and Absolution are offered you will
enter the church through the Narthex. In order that every effort is made to ensure each individuals
privacy all four doors inside will be closed and you are asked to remain in the Narthex until the
pastor comes to get you (chairs will be provided). You will come to the Altar and kneel, make
your confession, receive the absolution and then when ready exit through the door at the front of
the church to the left of the communion rail. In addition to these stated times I am also available
for Private Confession by calling the office and making an appointment. In preparation for Private
Confession you may wish to read the section entitled “Confession” in Luther’s Small Catechism
on page 326 in our church’s Hymnbook (the Lutheran Service Book) and the rite for “Individual
Confession and Absolution” located on pages 292-293. You may also wish to invite the Holy
Spirit to make you more aware of your sins by meditating on the Ten Commandments which are
listed on pages 321-322.
Finally, and to quote once more from Luther’s Exhortation to Confession “If you were a
Christian, then you ought to be happy to run more than a hundred miles to Confession and not
let yourself be urged to come. You should rather come and compel us (the pastor’s) to give you
the opportunity. For in this matter the compulsion must be the other way around: we (pastors)
must act under orders, you must come into freedom. We pressure no one, but we let ourselves
be pressured, just as we let people compel us to preach and to administer the Sacrament.” (3031).
There is no pressure to come to Private Confession and Absolution only an invitation to avail
yourself of yet one more wonderful way that God has given you to experience His Mercy and
Grace in your life. So if you are burdened by a specific sin, “compel” me as your pastor to give
you the forgiveness of Christ. It is the burden, duty and joy of pastors to give you Christ’s Absolution, just as it is to give you His Body and Blood at the Altar and His Word in the pulpit.
In His Stead and by His Command,
+Pr. Chad
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Upcoming News and Events
Lent & Easter Schedule
Every Wednesday from March 6th-April17th:
6 pm Potluck , & 7 pm Lenten Service
April 19th—Good Friday Service, 7 pm
April 20th—No Saturday Service
April 21st
Sunrise Service 7 am,
Easter Breakfast 8 am,
Easter Service 11 am

New members will be welcomed
into the life of St. Paul's Lutheran
Church on Palm Sunday April 14th,
2018 at both services. If you're interested in officially becoming a
member of the church please see
Pastor Chad, Pastor Ron, or Vicar
Dan.

5th Sunday Q&A
You’ve got questions, the Bible has answers!
Beginning March 31st, and every 5th Sunday thereafter we will
answers your questions about the Bible, the Lutheran Confessions, theology, Lutheran practice, and Christian engagement
with culture.
To submit a question anonymously, simply write it down on an
index card, or note paper and place it in the offering plate. You
can also email your question directly to Pr. Chad pastor.ckyler@gmail.com. On the 5th Sunday of the month just before the benediction two or three questions will be answered live. The remaining questions will be answered in the Monthly Star or on the church Facebook page.

Private Confession & Absolution

The Gathering:

On Saturday March 9th Private Confession & Absolution for individuals will be offered at church
from 2:00pm. – 3:00pm. All who wish to receive
the word of Absolution are encouraged to come.
Please enter through the Narthex and remain
seated until the Pastor comes to receive you.

We are planning another “Gathering” of
our college age & 20’s fellowship over
spring break. This time the movie is
“God’s Not Dead” hosted at the
Stoddard’s house. Sr. High students are
also welcome. Friday March 22nd @ 7:00
pm. Pizza and refreshments provided.
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Saint Paul’s
Lent is a season of preparation and anticipation. It is a time to reflect on the brokenness of our world and
a time to repent for the brokenness in our lives. It is also a time to look ahead to the day when all things
will be made new. To help us experience more of God's love and mercy during the Lenten season, I am
encouraging each of you to allow the Holy Spirit to speak to you directly from his Word by letting the New
Testament be your guide for your Lenten journey this year.
You're invited to join the #SaintPaulsLentChallenge and read the entire New Testament during Lent 2019.
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, March 6th and ending on Easter Sunday, April 21 st - in 40 days, we'll discover again (or for the very first time) how loved we are by God.
Margaret Feinberg the developer of this reading plan and the person who first issued a challenge to read
through the NT during Lent had this to say about in 2014 “Imagine spending the next 40 days listening to
the teachings of Jesus, exploring churches with Paul, and falling more in love with God with each turning
page.”
Here's how it works:
Carve out 30 minutes to read the Bible each day. The New Testament contains 260 chapters. That
means reading the Bible in 40 days requires reading about 7 chapters per day. About 30 minutes
a day for forty days and you'll journey through the entire New Testament. (CAUTION: This may
mean logging off Facebook, deleting Candy Crush or Flappy Bird from your phone)
Ask God to open your eyes, ears, and heart to what He has prepared for you as you read each day.
Read for breadth. Remember, this is about seeing the big picture of Scripture.
Write a checkmark or X in the box when you finish that day’s reading.
Celebrate the wonder of Sabbath each Sunday. There are no assigned readings on Sundays—feel
free to rest or use it as a catch-up day.
Invite someone to join you. No matter what challenge or goal you set, it's always easier when you
have someone to cheer you on, hold you accountable, and adventure alongside of you.
Share what God is revealing to you during Lent on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram using the hashtag:
#SaintPaulsLentChallenge. If you miss a day, pick up where you left off. No guilt. No shame. Just
more Jesus every day!
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Lent Challenge
Week One
Wednesday March 6: Matthew 1 – 7
Thursday March 7: Matthew 8 – 12
Friday March 8: Matthew 13 – 18
Saturday March 9: Matthew 19 – 24

Saturday March 30: Acts 24 – end
□
□
□
□

Week Two
Monday March 11: Matthew 25 – end
□
Tuesday March 12: Mark 1 – 5
□
Wednesday March 13: Mark 6 – 11
□
Thursday March 14: Mark 12 – end
□
Friday March 15: Luke 1 – 4
□
Saturday March 16: Luke 5 – 8
□
Week Three
Monday March 18: Luke 9 – 12
□
Tuesday March 19: Luke 13 – 19
□
Wednesday March 20: Luke 20 – end
□
Thursday March 21: John 1 – 5
□
Friday March 22: John 6 – 9
□
Saturday March 23: John 10 – 14
□
Week Four
Monday March 25: John 15 – end
Tuesday March 26: Acts 1 – 6
Wednesday March 27: Acts 7 – 11
Thursday March 28: Acts 12 – 17
Friday March 29: Acts 18 – 23

March 2019

□
□
□
□
□

Week Five
Monday April 1: Romans 1 – 8
Tuesday April 2: Romans 9 – end
Wednesday April 3: 1 Corinthians 1 – 8
Thursday April 4: 1 Corinthians 9 – 16
Friday April 5: 2 Corinthians 1 – end
Saturday April 6: Galatians 1 – end

□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Week Six
Monday April 8: Ephesians 1 – end
□
Tuesday April 9: Philippians & Colossians
□
Wednesday April 10: 1 Thessalonians & 2 Thessalonians □
Thursday April 11: 1 Timothy & 2 Timothy
□
Friday April 12: Titus & Philemon & Hebrews 1 – 7
□
Saturday April 13: Hebrews 8 – end
□
Week Seven
Monday April 15: James
□
Tuesday April 16: 1 Peter & 2 Peter
□
Wednesday April 17: 1 John & 2 John & 3 John &
Jude □
Thursday April 18: Revelation 1 – 7
□
Friday April 19: Revelation 8 – 16
□
Saturday April 20: Revelation 17 – end
□
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St. Paul’s
Who Is Stephen Ministries?
Stephen Ministries (or Stephen
Ministries St. Louis) is an independent, not-for-profit Christian educational organization, founded in 1975 and based
in St. Louis, Missouri.
They are a team of 40 dedicated people—
The Stephen Ministries Center in St.
Louis Missouri
pastors and laity—from a variety of denominational backgrounds, committed to serving God
and equipping God’s people for ministry.
The organization draws its name from St. Stephen. In the book of Acts,
Chapter 6, Stephen was chosen to provide caring ministry to those in need.
Since the days of the Apostles, caring ministry has been a hallmark of the
Christian faith community—and is at the heart of all we do at Stephen Ministries. To learn more go to: https://www.stephenministries.org
If you know of someone who could use a Stephen Minister please contact: Dan Stahl (716-655-3349) or Sue Cox (716-652-6835)

Women of the Word
Claudia Strickland

The Woman of St. Paul’s met Monday the 19th. We read
through chapter 7: Gifts from Living a Chocolate Life. It is
based on I Corinthians 12:4-6. do you have any special
gifts that you know of?
Old Business: Our January bake sale raised about $500. Thanks, it helped the kids
go to the retreat. They all want to go back next year.
Treasurers Report: Money in the bank. Yeah!
New Business: Decided to order a new bible study from the Woman of Faith Series:
“Giving God Your All”

Our next meeting is Monday, March 18th at 7pm in the Sunday
The Monthly Star
School Wing.
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Ministry News
Men’s Ministry
The men of Saint Paul’s meet on the second Saturday of every month at 7 AM, at the Iron Kettle for
breakfast, good fellowship and great discussions.
Bring your Bible and join us in a relaxed atmosphere
as breakfast is shared along with God’s Word.
It’s almost that time of year

again! Please consider joining
the Men’s Ministry of St. Paul’s
for the 2019 Spring Men’s Retreat at Odasagih Bible Conference and Retreat Center, on
Lime Lake in Machias, NY on
May 3 – 4, 2019
“As Iron Sharpens Iron, so one man
sharpens another” Proverbs 27:17
Attention Men! We will be attending the Iron
Sharpens Iron Men's Conference on March
23rd at the Watermark Wesleyan Church
(formerly Hamburg Wesleyan) as a group.
Please sign-up and join us! This one-day conference is for men of all ages; beginning with
men age 13. Cost is only $45 each for a group
of 10 or more ($29 for students) plus $8 if you desire the on-site lunch. There will
be sixteen different seminars for men at the conference - there will be something
for each one of us. More information will be provided at service.
March 2019
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Now Is the
Have You Made God Smile Today?
Pray for a Child!
May the peace of Christ be with you always! Thank you for praying with us! As I prepared to write to you for the March STAR, I am praying for the 11 young people and 7
adults who will be attending the youth conference Awaken this weekend.
Have you ever been to a Christian retreat? Have you ever spent an entire day focused on God's love and
plan for you? St. Paul's youth are blessed by the love and generosity of our church family. Thank you for
your support which has made this possible for us!
Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is
nearer to us than when we believed. Romans 13:11
Please join me as I pray for our youth attending Awaken.
Dear God, our Father, we pray for Morgan Christensen, Fiona Ragudos, Gavin Belz, Cameron Ignatowski, Lincoln Ellis, Blaise Ellis, Kevin McGee, Austin Beutler, Jack Schinzel, Mary Schinzel, and Jacob Dougerty.
Lord, we pray that Holy Spirit is with them to open their heart, soul and mind. We pray that they would
pursue YOU persistantly, and with You change the world for the better. Jesus, you used 12 to change the
world and begin Christianity. Guide our youth to also change the world and share Your love and the impact
that You make on their lives. Lord we pray for all those who are presenting and attending the Awaken conference, may they all continue to shine Your Light and give glory to you! We ask this in the name of Jesus.
Amen!
Arise, Shine; For your Light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you! Isaiah 60:1
Faithfully submitted on behalf of Sunday School by Marsha Welshans and Kirsten Chase
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Time to Pray
JESUS is a life-line for a tired soul, an exhausted mind, and a broken
heart. Call out to Him in prayer.
Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer we ask that you would touch those in need of
healing; give them at all times comfort and peace, and help them to accept your perfect will no matter
what the outcome may be. We pray for the following: Thelma, Ron, Reita, Sue, Asher, Doreen, Liz, Colin,
Mary Jean, Dave, Betty Alice, Lynn, Frank, Bob, Sandy, Vi, Scott, Meagan, Kevin, Tim, Fred, Jeff, Barb,
Mike, Chuck, Lenny, Casey, Mary, Bill, Shirley, Paul, Rosemary and others … AMEN!
Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never to leave us nor forsake
us but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those who are homebound the comfort of your presence.
May your grant them today an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give to them strength in prayer, knowing that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May your Word fill them
with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell, Arlene Koch, Alan Dietz, Diane Hawk, Mary
Volk, Mary Ann Struzynski and Laura Tomaski.
Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the dark shadow of this
fallen would cause us to experience many difficulties in this life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our
strength in your one and only Son, Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and resurrection. Help those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray for: Struggling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the incarcerated, many who struggle
with addiction, those who grieve the loss of a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce,
those who suffer relentless physical pain…
Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the leaders of our land that
we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we
may choose trustworthy leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You
faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN!
Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your almighty arm to
strengthen and protect those who serve in the armed forces of our country. Support them in times of
war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil, giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all
things they may serve with integrity and with honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: Andrea Solomon, Douglass Ziemer, Daniel Potzler, Brad Hedgecorth, Thomas Stynes… (if your family
member has been omitted please contact the church office.)
Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your people, that they may
more diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors, through the message of your love in Jesus Christ
our Lord. Send forth a mighty call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of
speech, and power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel so that many forsake sin
and return unto you. And so bless and favor the work of your people, that multitudes may be brought
from the bondage of evil into the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
March 2019
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Trustees Meeting Minutes

February 12, 2019

Present: Ken Cox, Gloria Potzler, Robert Riehle, Judy Stahl, Maria Schultz

Robert Riehle opened the meeting with a prayer; Ken followed with Bible study.
Unfinished Business:
Treasurer’s Report - Donna Ptak was not present
Audit Books - will follow up with Doug Aldstadt and Doug Stoddart
Welcome packets update - no news
New Business:
Handicap access for parsonage - committee is addressing this
Contact updates for notebook – still open
New Council members list - distributed
Building use policy - some forms were handed out. We referred to our prior forms and
Found them to be adequate with some additions
“Statement on Marriage ....” distributed and discussed
Camera in Sanctuary for Live Streaming - John Christensen is researching
501C3 tax exempt forms were completed
Health Dept. Renewal Application fee will be honored
Gloria closed the meeting with a prayer.
Submitted by: Maria Schultz

Rev. Donald R. & Carolyn Francis Scholarship
This explanation is to clear up some confusion: The scholarship is named after former Pastor Francis & his wife, Carolyn,
but not funded by them unless they make a donation to the
scholarship fund just as you or I would.
Over the past decade and more we have awarded over a
dozen scholarships to college students. Recently, we have
had more students apply annually and be awarded scholarships. We find that the fund is being depleted and to enable
us to continue to provide to these students we need your financial backing.
The scholarship is to benefit our youth during their college studies. This fund is fueled by
donations from the congregation. Please remember us with your donation and keep our
college youth in your prayers. A scholarship is awarded annually, if the applicants have
provided all the requirements with the annual application.
The requirements for this year are posted on the bulletin board in the side narthex.
Thank You, Gary, Paula & Judy
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Elder Committee Meeting

February 2, 2019

Present: Pastor Chad, Vicar Dan, Ken Cox, Bob Riehle, Don Welshans, John Christensen,
Claudia Strickland, Doug Stoddart
The Lord Reigns
Vicar Dan opened in prayer at 8:04.
Bible Study: Pastor Chad used 2 Timothy:3 vs 1-9. The reading shows us that the evils and
challenges in “worldly living“ today is no different than it was in times before the birth of
Jesus.
Ongoing discussion: church database updating progress. Forms for parishioners to fill out
and turn in with current information have been distributed with the monthly star. Goal is to
have the database and its information accurate and available online to the parish in the
near future.
A faster internet speed has now allowed St Paul’s to stream its weekly services and they are
also available on the church website to view at a later date.
An updated facilities use policy for St Paul’s will be submitted to the council to review.
There will be a Healing Service Sunday Feb 10th at 7:00 PM
An advertising slot prior to the movies at the EA Movie Theater is now running introducing
and reminding the public of St Paul’s existence and worship schedule.
Pastor Chad closed in prayer at 9.40

Deacon’s Meeting Minutes

Next Elder Meeting 03/02/2019

February 16, 2019

In attendance: Barb Rotino, Liz Stewart, Mary Barkey, Bonnie Schroder, Pastor Chad and Vicar Dan
Or mission statement: St. Paul’s Deacon’s have been called into service to help meet the
caring needs of God’s children both within our congregation and within our community. We
see this service as the rent we pay for being, our very purpose in this life, and not something that we do in our spare time; it is our way of life.
Dan opened with a prayer at 9:00 and welcomed Bonnie as a new Deacon.
Dan shared a HomeWord Daily Devotion from 2/15/19 by Jim Liebelt about affirming the
work God is doing in others and what is our role based on 1Thessalonians 5:11: Therefore
encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. Our faith should not
be a source of pain when we understand how far we fall short. Rather, our faith ought to be
a tremendous source of comfort, confidence, and assurance as we look to Jesus who is the
author and protector of our faith. When we understand God’s perspective that faith is His
work, we have freedom to be the man or woman that God has intended us to be and we escape from the tyranny of spiritual paralysis. Today, whatever your life situation, be encouraged by a fresh understanding of the freeing love of God in a new and powerful way in your
life.
We spent the rest of meeting reviewing and updating the Care & Prayer Report.
Liz closed us with prayer 10:15.
March 2019

Next Deacon’s Meeting 03/16/2019
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Benevolence Ministry Update
Update from New Birth Evangelical Church in Haiti
Dear beloved members of Stain Paul’s Church,
I write you to thank you for your generosity. Our Church, New Birth Evangelical Church
in Haiti has received from you a gift of $1,800 for the year of 2018. I can assure you that
your gift will be used to pay the teachers of our school and help the church. We appreciate
your gift and glorify God for all His blessings.
Thank you again, Fraternally in Christ,
Pastor Reginald Constant

Confirmation Special Event.
On Sunday March 3rd, Pr. Chad and the Confirmation students will be
joining in worship with the members of St. Paul’s African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Buffalo N.Y. Students will experience Christian worship in a tradition different from the Lutheran church in order to broaden their understanding of the Universal nature of the Christian Church
and faith. Please let Pr. Chad know that you will be attending.
Pr. Ron will be preaching at all services here at St. Paul’s Lutheran that
weekend.
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LCMC News
LCMC 19th Annual Gathering
September 29 - October 2, 2019 in Omaha, NE

For this and more, check
out the LCMC website at
www.lcmc.net

What is the LCMC Annual Gathering?
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ’s Annual
Presently (as of 2/16/2019):
Gathering is a four-day event featuring keynote speakers,
worship and Bible study, breakout sessions, vendors and
Total Congregations: 945
plenty of opportunities for fellowship and networkU.S. Congregations: 761
ing. Whether you’re new to LCMC, just checking us out for States Represented: 42
the first time, or a long-time member looking to make new Countries Represented: 15
friends and reunite with old ones, the Annual Gathering is
the place to be if you're looking to get inspired, get informed, get trained & equipped and get
connected with other LCMC-ers!

For those who were unable to attend the Membership to Discipleship Workshop presented
by Mark Vander Tuig on January 18th and 19th, at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Sanborn,
New York, Pastor Tom (from St. Peter’s) recorded the session from Saturday and we are
waiting for a copy.

Saint Paul’s Cookbook
Joanne Goodberry is looking for 3 or 4 volunteers to help with a fundraiser cookbook.
The previous one, published by Sue Cox was
very successful. Volunteers are needed to
gather recipes, proof read and help design
of the book. This time recipes can also be
submitted electronically. We hope to have
books ready in time for Christmas. More
details on price, ordering and how to contribute a recipe will be provided once volunteers are organized. If interestested please
contact Joanne at 655-0987 or 548-3884
March 2019

Operation Christmas Child
Shoeboxes
The Sunday School continues to collect
objects for Operation Christmas Child.
During march please consider donating:
Quality Crafts
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Opportunities to Serve Our Community
FISH OF EAST AURORA

Sue Cox

The food for the month of March is CANNED
FRUIT. Any size or any brand. Every food distribution week we give out canned fruit. Each
month we give out 400-600 cans of fruit. Yes,
that’s a lot of fruit!

BLOOD MOBILE

Gloria Potzler

Who Can Donate Blood?

In general, anyone 16 or older can donate
throughout their lifetime, assuming they
meet the eligibility requirements. If, however, you're sick with a cold or the flu, have
We are truly blessed to live in such a kind and specific health conditions, have traveled to
certain locations, had a tattoo within a
generous community. Thank you so much for
year or are on certain
your donations of food and continued support.
medications, you won't
Thank you to the confirmation class and Pas- be eligible. "All blood
tor Chad for helping out at FISH on an afternoon
banks are regulated by
food distribution day.
the Food and Drug AdSue Cox
ministration so there
are strict guidelines for donating. Potential
donors must be screened which keeps the
entire process safe for everyone involved.

March 6/May 1/July 3
Tell your friends and family about this and
as always we have yummy homemade
soup, pies and friendly faces. Even if you
can’t give blood consider coming to help.

UB HEALS
Our need is great for
gloves & mittens, socks
and OTC medical supplies. Donations can be
placed in the blue basket in the narthex.
Please contact Liz Stewart at 716-6712771 for more information. This month
we welcomed a visit from two med students working with UB HEALS who
spoke about the services they provide.
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Music Ministry

Bob Posenjak

The music ministry of St. Paul’s is looking
for more people who enjoy lifting their voices
and using their instruments to praise the
Lord and help lead the congregation in worship. All you need is a willing heart. If you are
interested please come to our weekly practices on Wednesday nights at 7:00pm in the music room. Don’t be shy. We welcome everyone.
If you have any questions talk to our music
The Monthly Star
leader Bob Posenjak.

Building Fund
Mr. & Mrs. James Brooks Jr.

$20.00

Mr. Gerard Nowak—In Loving Memory of my beautiful wife, Betty

$50.00

Susan F. Davis

$20.00

The Ragudos Family

$10.00

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stynes—Thank you Jesus, we are so blessed

$100.00

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Stahl

$40.00

Mr. Gary Benson—With thoughts of my wife, Mary, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” 2 Timothy 4:7

$40.00

Justin & Linda Transki

$20.00

Mr. Wade Richards—for my many blessings

$100.00

John & Kim Christensen

$20.00

Ms. Kirsten Chase—”Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.” Proverbs 3:5

$50.00

Anonymous

$5.00

February Totals:

$475.00

Donations to the Building Fund are published in the Monthly Star in the format you see.
If you would like your gift to be listed anonymously, please indicate so on your envelope.

Those Who Celebrate Their March Anniversaries
13, 2004 David & Jean Janish 14 years
14, 1986 Carl & Laurie Goff 32 years

If I missed your anniversary or have the wrong date please
let me know so I can make the correction.
Thank you, Chantal, monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com

Monthly Stats
Church

Attendance

Offering

Sunday School

Sunday

2018

2019

Needed

2018

2019

Mail-In

2018

2019

Offering

1/20/2019

123

72

$4,472.00

$2,316.00

$1,095.00

$650.00

58

34

$25.00

1/27/2019

129

114

$4,472.00

$1,479.51

$2,217.00

$850.00

63

52

$60.00

2/3/2019

105

144

$4,472.00

$2,982.00

$3,181.00

$330.00

64

66

$40.00

2/10/2019

123

132

$4,472.00

$1,627.00

$1,782.00

$2,549.00

60

61

2/17/2019

108

55

$4,472.00

$1,514.00

$1,551.00

$400.00

49

62

$45.00

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church
53 West Falls Road
West Falls, NY 14170-9716
(Return Service Requested)
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In God We Trust
STAR ARTICLES are due by the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Please e-mail articles, corrections, updates or address changes to
Chantal Riehle at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com or
call her at 716-652-9197.

Church Contacts
ST. PAUL’S
Pastor: Chad Kyler
716.652.9197
LUTHERAN CHURCH
980.330.2725 (cell)
Pastor.ckyler@gmail.com
Visit us on the Web!
Office Hours: Tues & Thurs 9-1, Wed 1-4:30
saintpaulschurch.com
Associate Pastor: Ron Hager
716.652.5977
Worship Services:
Vicar: Dan Stahl
716.861.2706
Sunday at
Church Secretary & Calendar Questions:
8:15am & 11am
Chantal Riehle
716.984.0049
Saturday at 5pm
Choir Director: Bob Posenjak
716.698.5363
Sunday School 9:30am
President: Bob Riehle
716.912.0249
Sunday School Superintendent: Marsha Welshans
Church e-mail: office@saintpaulschurch.com
Web Site: saintpaulschurch.com
OPEN FOR PRAYER

