
 

 

Church Contacts 

Pastor: Chad Kyler       716.652.9197 

             980.330.2725 (cell) 

             Pastor.ckyler@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Tues & Thurs 9-1, Wed 1-4:30 
 

Associate Pastor: Ron Hager   716.652.5977 

Vicar: Dan Stahl       716.861.2706 

Church Secretary & Calendar Questions:  

Chantal Riehle        716.984.0049 

Choir Director: Bob Posenjak   716.698.5363 

President: Bob Riehle      716.912.0249 

Sunday School Superintendent:     Marsha Welshans 
Church e-mail: office@saintpaulschurch.com   

Web Site:  saintpaulschurch.com 

 

 

 

ST.  PAUL’S 

LUTHERAN CHURCH  

  

 Visit us on the Web! 
saintpaulschurch.com 

Worship Services: 

Sunday at  

8:15am & 11am 

Saturday at 5pm 

Sunday School 9:30am 

 

OPEN FOR PRAYER 

STAR ARTICLES are due by the 3rd Sunday of the month. 
Please e-mail articles, corrections, updates or address changes to  
Chantal Riehle at monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com  or 
call her at 716-652-9197.  
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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH,  DECEMBER 2018 

December Events 

1—Elder’s Meeting 

2– Faith Cafe 

2-Women’s Christmas 
Party 

6—Stephen Ministry 

8—Men’s Breakfast 

9– Congregational Budg-
et Meeting 

11—Trustee’s Meeting 

15—Deacon’s Meeting 

15—Christmas Pageant 
Practice 

15—Norwex Demo 

16—Christmas Cantata 

16—Christmas Pageant 
@ 6 pm 

20—Stephen Ministry 

24—Christmas Eve Ser-
vices at 7pm & 11 pm 

31—New Years Eve Ser-
vice @ 7 pm 

Pastor’s Corner 
 

 Tempus Adventus’, these are Latin words which mean “time of arrival” 
and they describe the season of Advent we are now entering. The Advent 
season is a time of joyful expectation and preparation for Christmas, the day 
on which we celebrate Christ's birth, which was His first coming into the 
world as was prophesied by Isaiah who wrote: “Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a 
son, and will call him Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14. 

 But Advent is so much more! An equal and maybe even more important 
theme of Advent is the second coming of Christ at the end of the age when 
He will come to judge the world. Advent then, is a season of the year when 
we look to the past and the future at the same time. In the past Jesus came 
among us as one of our own, John’s gospel says that “The Word (Jesus) be-
came flesh and made his dwelling among us…” John 1:14a. In the future He 
will come again, not as a helpless baby, but as the Judge of all the living and 
the dead. Jesus Himself declared this to be true when He said “At that time 
the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the 
earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the 
sky, with power and great glory. And he will send his angels with a loud 
trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end 
of the heavens to the other.” Matthew 24:30-31. So it is that our worship and 
Bible readings during Advent look back over thousands of years when hu-
manity awaited its Savior and then to the future when this world ends and 
Jesus comes as our judge. 

 You and I live during the time in between Christ’s first and second com-
ing (first and second Advent) and so during the Advent season we can also 
celebrate another way that Christ comes into the world and that is His com-
ing into our hearts through the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Paul 



 

 

writes to the Ephesians “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.” Ephesians 3:16-
17a. The Holy Spirit creates faith in our hearts, and through that faith Jesus actually lives in us! What 
wonderful news, and what a wonderful reality to celebrate during Advent.   

 Advent Observance is an ancient Christian tradition and while we don’t know exactly when the 
Church first celebrated this season we do have documentation in the form of sermons and pastoral let-
ters as well as Advent hymns that appear as early as the 4th century A.D. so it is pretty safe to say that 
Advent goes back at least as far as the latter half of that century. 

 How can we as Christians who live in the 21st century mark the season of Advent in a meaningful 
way? The most important way to enter the spirit of Advent is by attending the Divine Service each 
weekend. Another way we can mark this season is by placing an Advent wreath in our homes and light-
ing the Advent candles each Sunday during Advent. 

 The Wreath itself stands for the Victory of Christ over death and our sins. It has five candles which 
are arranged in a circle to symbolize Christ’s eternal nature, because a circle has no beginning and has 
no end, it is a symbol for God, Who is eternal and thus without beginning or end. We can decorate our 
wreathes with evergreens, which stand for the truth that Jesus is “ever with us” these can be pine 
branches or holly which is used as the base of the wreath. The red berries of the holly represent the 
blood of Christ shed for our sins. 

 The Advent candles stand for the light of God coming into the world through Jesus Christ God’s 
Son. The first two candles are purple for royalty, (purple is also the color of suffering and the darkness 
of sin which is why it is the liturgical color for Lent), a third candle is pink which stands for joy, the 
fourth candle is also purple, and the fifth candle which is white is placed in the center of the wreath and 
is the “Christ candle” which symbolizes the incarnation of Christ, the Light of the World. 

 In the home you can light one candle for each Sunday of Advent until Christmas Eve when the 
Christ Candle is also lit. Each week light the new candle and then re-light the candles from the previous 
weeks. The four weeks of Advent signify for us the four centuries of waiting God’s people experienced 
between the last prophet Malachi and the birth of Jesus Christ. After Christmas Day you may wish to 
continue lighting all five candles during the “12 Days of Christmas” which end on Epiphany which is 
January 6th. 

 In addition you may like to read some scripture and say a prayer just prior to lighting the candles on 
your wreath. Below you will find some suggestions for you to use. It is my prayer that in celebrating the 
Advent season and entering the experience of waiting for the coming of Christ you may find a much 
needed escape from the consumerist bent we all must face this time of year and discover instead a won-
derful sense of peace, quiet, and rest for your soul as you remember the long wait God’s people experi-
enced for the birth of Christ, the long wait we now experience as we anticipate His return, and the won-
derful reality of the coming of Christ into each of our hearts which has been made possible by the gift of 
faith in Him. 

 Advent blessings! 

 Pr. Chad 

  

Readings: 

 First Sunday of Advent: Annunciation to Zachariah: Luke 1:5-25. 

 Second Sunday of Advent: Annunciation to Mary: Luke 1:26-38. 

 Third Sunday of Advent: Mary's visit to Elizabeth; The Birth of John the Baptist: Luke 1:39-66. 

 Fourth Sunday of Advent: Zachariah's prophecy: Luke 1:67-80. 

 Christmas Day: The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Luke 2:1-20. 

 

 

Building Fund 

Mr. & Mrs. James Brooks Jr. $20.00 

John & Kim Christensen $60.00 

Arlene Koch $20.00 

Ms. Christine Schultz ~ In Memory of Georgia Gutekunst $25.00 

Mr. Gary Benson ~ “Nothing is impossible with God” ~ Luke 1:37 $40.00 

Boltz Family—In Loving Memory of Grandpa, Arthur Koske $20.00 

Mr. Wade Richards—In Memory of Bud & Norma $60.00 

Mr. & Mrs. James Miller—In Loving Memory of our nephew Randall Volk $50.00 

Mr. Timothy Francis $25.00 

November Totals:  $320.00 

Church Attendance  Offering   Sunday School 

Sunday 2017 2018 Needed 2017 2018 Mail-In 2017 2018 Offering 

10/21/2018 121 118 $4,472.00 $2,097.00 $2,496.00  55 30 $45.00 

10/28/2018 1117 119 $4,472.00 $1,525.00 $1,605.00 $50.00 63 34 $75.00 

11/4/2018 137 137 $4,472.00 $3,857.00 $4,545.00 $750.00 59 53 $30.00 

11/11/2018 130 117 $4,472.00 $2,195.00 $1,633.00 $884.00 62 53 $40.00 

11/18/2018  140 $4,472.00 $1,637.00 $1,711.00 $300.00 62 53 $21.00 

Official Acts 

There are no official acts for the month of November.  If you are in need of services, including baptisms, 

weddings and memorial services, please contact the church office at 716-652-9197. 

Monthly Stats 

Thank you, my church 
family for your pray-
ers, visits, cards and 
calls; and the best 

beef stew during my 
last hospital stay.                                

~Colin Stewart 

Donations to the Building Fund are published in the Monthly Star in the format you see.  

If you would like your gift to be listed anonymously, please indicate so on your envelope and we will be happy 
to comply. 

Dear Church Family 
     David and I want to thank you for all the con-
versations with the Lord you've had in praying 
for our healing since our accidents.  For the 
many cards and acts of kindness you afforded us, 
we are very grateful!  God's provision of love has 
been truly amazing through the efforts of many 
of you. 
Love in Christ,  the Wieserners':  David and Judy  
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Those Who Celebrate Their December Anniversaries 

2, 1996 Richard & Shari Montgomery   22 years 
4, 1978 David & Barbara Smith     40 years 
6, 1982 Don & Marsha Welshans    36 years 
6, 1992 Peter & Diane Merz      26 years 
7, 1987 Jay & Deborah Chipman    31 years 
7, 1992 James & Dawn McGee     26 years 
8, 1975 Danny & Tammy Fusco     43 years 
11, 1993 Robert & Sandy Stoddart    25 years 
16, 1979 Mark & Julie Gemerek     39 years 
23, 1963 Dale & Carol Blemel     55 years 
24, 1956 Larry & Carol Gates      62 years 

26, 1994 Tom & Chris Stynes     24 years 
29, 1986 Gary & Kathy Smith     32 years 
29, 1997 Mark & Anette Benson     21 years 
30, 1991 James & Sandra Kirkham    27 years 

If  I missed your anniversary or have the wrong date please 
let me know so I can make the correction. 
Thank you, Chantal, monthlystar@saintpaulschurch.com 

Page 14 

BLOOD MOBILE        Gloria Potzler 
 

Who Can Donate Blood? 

In general, anyone 16 or older can donate 

throughout their lifetime, assuming they 

meet the eligibility requirements. If, how-
ever, you're sick with a cold or the flu, have 

specific health conditions, have traveled to 

certain locations, had a tattoo within a 

year or are on certain 
medications, you won't 

be eligible. "All blood 

banks are regulated by 

the Food and Drug Ad-

ministration so there 
are strict guidelines for donating. Potential 

donors must be screened which keeps the 

entire process safe for everyone involved. 

 Jan. 2/March 6/May 1 

Tell your friends and family about this and 
as always we have yummy homemade 
soup, pies and friendly faces. Even if you 
can’t give blood consider coming to help. 

Opportunities to Serve Our Community 

FISH OF EAST AURORA- Holiday turkeys and 

chickens      

     The food for the month of December is TU-

NA. At this time our storage area is in need of 

food to restock. Our food supply is low. With the 

large volume of clients at Thanksgiving, a large 

amount of food was given out. We rely on holi-

day food drives, monthly church collections and 

donations by individuals, schools, and business-

es to restock our storage area.  

    With Christmas coming, we are accepting 

turkeys and chickens, as well as other foods for 

holiday meals. They can be brought to FISH 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9-12 noon or 

you can make arrange-

ments with Sue Cox 

(652-6835). Any food 

items are truly appreci-

ated and can be placed 

in the box in the narthex 

of the church.  

Thank you so much. 
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Upcoming News and Events 

Congregational Budget  Meeting 

Sunday  December 9th, 12:30 

All members are encouraged to attend 

 

Christmas Schedule 

 

Cantata: Sunday Dec 16th during 8:15 and 
11:00 services 

Christmas Pageant: Sunday Dec 16th, 6 pm 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services: 7 pm & 11 pm 

 

Come celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ with Saint Paul’s! 

Season’s Greetings for our Service Men & Women 
 As many of you know, our daughter, Andrea Solomon, is serving 
our country in Kabul, Afghanistan.  She will be serving a 1 year 
tour and then returning to California in Sept 2019. 

 We are sure that she, along with other service men and women 
from Saint Paul’s, would love to hear from you during this upcom-
ing holiday season.  There is a list of service men and women from 
Saint Paul’s and their addresses on the bulletin board.  If you have 
a loved one you would like added, please feel free to do so. 
 

 Andrea Solomon         LCPL Thomas Stynes 

 HKIA/TAAC—AIR          1321 Lighting Way, Rm 212     
 APO, AE 09320          Eglin AFB, FL 34542 
 

Thank you so much for your support, Bob & Marian Riehle 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fknit-clipart-knitting.svg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fknitting-clipart&docid=AyxftA-TfxYtHM&tbnid=GrTVP-9HNoQXSM%3A&vet=1&w=640&h=480&bih=698&biw=1


 

 

Page 4 The Monthly Star 

The men of Saint 

Paul’s meet on the    

second Saturday 

of every month at 7 

AM, at the Iron Kettle for breakfast, 

good fellowship and great discus-

sions.  Bring your Bible and join us 

in a relaxed atmosphere as break-

fast is shared along with God’s 

Word. 

Stephen Ministry 
 

Journeying through Grief 
Video:  A sender of the Journey-
ing through Grief books tells 
about how the books have 

touched her life and the lives of those she’s shared them with. 
A Simple, Powerful Way to Care for People Who Are Grieving 

Journeying through Grief is a set of four short books to send to people at four 
crucial times during the first year after the loss of a loved one. 
Author Kenneth C. Haugk writes in a warm, caring style, with short, easy
-to-read chapters. He walks alongside the reader through the grief jour-
ney, sharing helpful insights about grief, biblical truths, and stories that 
provide comfort and reassurance. 

If you know of someone who could use these books contact: Dan Stahl 
(716-655-3349), Sue Cox (716-652-6835) or Karen Tanner (716-912-5441) 

St. Paul’s  

UB HEALS  

 U.B. HEALS is  helping 
the homeless this winter 
by collecting new socks, 
hats, gloves, scarfs and 

OTC medical supplies.  Donations can be 
placed in the blue basket in the narthex.  
Our downtown December trip to visit our 
homeless will be announced in church as 
soon as we get the OK date from the Little 
League Hockey Teams who are packing 
care bags to personally distribute.  Please 
contact Liz at 716-671-2771 for more in-
formation or if you are interested in help-
ing out. 
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Parents of Youth Grades 3-12 — HEADS UP! 
 

Please look ahead for these great events offered to your 
children.  We need a response for grades 7-12 by Dec 9 
to get the discounted registration.  Please contact Mar-
sha Welshans (716-359-5953) or Karen Tanner (716-912-
5441) if interested in either event. 
 

Grades 7-12: Feb 15-16, $59 before Dec 15th ($69 after) 

Overnight in the Grand Hotel in Buffalo to attend the Awaken Youth Conference.  For 
more information go to www.awakencon.com.   
 

Awakening a Generation for His Kingdom. 

There's a new youth conference and it's presented by Kingdom Bound! Featuring Reggie 
Dabbs, Wes Aarum, Hopper and more - this event is specially geared for 7-12 graders 
and their leaders to encounter the over the overwhelming love of Christ…awakening 
the soul, understand who He is…awakening the mind, know who He is & what His Word 
says…awakening the heart and Celebrate who He is…awakening hope. 

 

Grades 3-6: Feb 22-23, $40 for a winter overnight in Keller Lodge at Duffield Camp and 
Conference Center for children grades 3-6 with youth helpers invited (grades 6-12). 

Annual Gathering Videos Now        
Available for Streaming 
By Kristy Thomas - LCMC - November 8, 2018  

 Videos from our 18th Annual Gathering and Convention, which 
took place October 7-10, 2018 in Des Moines, IA, are now available 
for streaming!  

 To watch from our mobile app using your smartphone or tab-
let, simply tap on the "Media" tab, then select "2018 Annual 
Gathering" from the list of options.  As a reminder, the LCMC App 
is compatible with Apple TV and Google Chromecast, allowing 
you to use it to stream content directly to your TV screen.  

 If you prefer to watch online, video content can also be found 
on our website under Events > Media.  

 If you haven't already done so, be sure to mark your calendars for our next Annual Gathering, 
September 29 - October 2, 2019 in Omaha, Nebraska 

For more information, check out the LCMC website at www.lcmc.net 

For this and more, check 

out the LCMC website at 

www.lcmc.net 

Presently (as of 11/17/2018):  
 

Total Congregations: 941 
U.S. Congregations: 757 
States Represented: 42 
Countries Represented: 15 

LCMC News 

https://www.stephenministries.org/On_Line_Store/viewitem.cfm?ItemID=458
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=black+and+white+first+aid+clipart&view=detailv2&&id=13A2669CE60324CFB4DD23F94D97DA8C621AF8D4&selectedIndex=0&ccid=GmMPjEQa&simid=608012021408794545&thid=OIP.M1a630f8c441ae9586f73e95760e9d146o0
https://www.lcmc.net/blog/annual-gathering-videos-now-available-for-streaming/a841
https://www.lcmc.net/blog/annual-gathering-videos-now-available-for-streaming/a841
https://www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering
https://www.lcmc.net/download-our-app
https://subsplash.com/lcmc/media/ms/+h4dnqch
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Monthly Benevolence Showcase 
 

WEST FALLS FIRE COMPANY 

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1919 

Mission: To provide swift, professional and effective 
emergency response/fire protection to residents of West 
Falls, NY and all of the Aurora-Colden Fire District #6. 
 
General Information: 
The West Falls Fire Company was founded in 1909 by 12 
members with the goal of providing fire suppression to 
their growing town. 1999 gave the fire company a new 

home with a second floor at Davis Road and a second floor was added. In addition, 
the ambulance became paramedic certified enabling the West Falls Fire Company to 
provide the highest possible care.   
 
Today, the fire company is managed by a board of 5 Fire Commissioners, one of 
which is the District Fire Chief. There are 44 active members, which include a junior 
firefighter squad a fire police squad.  The company operates 2 - 1000 gallon/1500 
GPM Engines, 1 Heavy Rescue and 1 Ambulance. 
 
In addition, a silent, but intricate part of the fire company is the Ladies Auxiliary. 
This is a group of wonderful women who have taken the time from their busy sched-
ules to provide refreshments/support to the firefighters when providing prolonged 
services to the community. They were formed in 1933 and have continued their sup-
port since their inception, providing support (and food) when the fire company is 
fighting a disaster. What a relief it is to see them with the hot coffee and sandwich-
es when its 10 degrees below zero. There is no doubt, without all of the wonderful 
ladies and their underlying devotion, The West Falls Fire Company could never have 
become the respected organization that it is today. 
 
To this date, the members of the West Falls Fire Company continue striving to pro-
vide the best they can offer to the wonderful community in which they live. No one 
can predict what the future will bring, but the residents of the community can guar-
antee the fire company will be on top of what comes their way. 

Benevolence Ministry Update 
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Women of the Word                                             Claudia Strickland                                                                                          
  

Finally, the Women of St. Paul’s met!  We read chapter 5 from Living a Chocolate 

Life.  The chapter dealt with John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, the life…”  There are 

no shortcuts in being a Christian! 

 Old business: Final count on the Christmas Party at J.P. Fitzgeralds.  Don’t forget 

those white elephant gifts.  New business: Will announce 

when we need people to decorate the church.  Advent is 

close!  We decided on our benevolence:  3 businesses will 

be donated to!  We will not meet again until 2019!   

Our next meeting is Monday, January 21st at 7pm 

in the Sunday School Wing. 

Ministry News 

 Laurie, William and I wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to the people of St. Paul's Lu-
theran Church. We have received kind notes, gifts, prepared foods and meals out with some 
of you, as well as phone calls and kind greetings from all at church. Thanks also to the search 
committee, parish council, and anyone who worked on the transition and the preparation 
of the parsonage! You all did a wonderful job and we are so very grateful. 

            God bless, The Kyler's 

 
An Unexpected Gift 

 Pastor Ron, Elder Doug and I thought it appropriate to give our church family a big 
thank you for the dinner and the more than generous gifts that were lavished upon us.  I 
don’t think that any of us were expecting anything.  God has been good to us all and He 
has always supplied our needs.  At first I was a little taken back but upon giving it some 
thought, decided that I would see what scripture had to say on this matter and it appears 
that the Council had already done this as 1 Timothy 5:17-18 (ESV) states;  17 Let the el-
ders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in 
preaching and teaching.  18For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it 
treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.”  To me this was icing on the 
celebration cake.  We couldn’t have done it without the working of the Holy Spirit and ALL 
of you. 

Thank you ALL!  May God continue to bless all of us here at St. Paul’s. 

Love, Pastor Ron, Elder Doug and Vicar Dan 
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Have You Made God Smile Today?   
Pray for a Child! 

 

Are you content in your life?  Contentment is the state of happiness, satisfaction, 
fulfillment.   

 I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.  Philippians 4:3 

 I was recently listening to Family Life Network 99.5 FM; to a segment on Saint 
Paul.  Paul was content.  He was at peace in all circumstances because his faith led his life.  In his life 
he had been shipwrecked, beaten, and imprisoned.  Prior to that he had also known great wealth and 
prosperity.  He found temptation whether wealthy or poor.   

 For some people, the more we have, the more we want.  Discontentment can be a result of having 
everything we want but still yearning for something more.  This yearning is to know Jesus Christ!  Do 
you know Jesus Christ?  Jesus says... 

 "I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me - just as the Father knows 
me and I know the Father- and I lay down my life for my sheep.  I have other sheep that are not 
of this sheep pen.  I must bring them also and there shall be one flock and one shepherd."                                   
John 10:14-16 

 St. Paul's Sunday School  children age 2 to 102 learn to know Jesus Christ!  They are content. 

Please join me as I pray: Dear Jesus, we yearn for you!  We yearn to know you better with each day.  
Thank you for giving us contentment and peace.  As we celebrate Christmas when God our Father sent 
YOU to us, the greatest gift of all, we pray that our Sunday school will grow.  We pray for those who 
do not know you.  Please enter the names here that are in your heart.... We pray for every mem-
ber of our Sunday school - the young and young in spirit!  We pray that we can offer our service 
and bring more sheep to you - the Shepherd of our lives.  Help us O Lord to share the Good News 
and bring others to come and adore you!  For You are the Peace that we and others are yearning 
for!  Thank you for our church, our Sunday school, and for coming so that we may know you!  We 
praise and adore you!!!!   Amen.                Faithfully submitted by Kirsten Chase and Marsha Welshans 

Now Is the 

Blessings from Sunday School 

 Lots of good stuff going on, we are so blessed.  Our January reso-
lution to memorize verses has been awesome!  We surpassed our 
goal and are over 200.  Great job kids and teachers.  Even our little 
preschoolers had verses.  I wonder what our resolution will be for 

2019???  We received a letter from our rally day balloon send off.  Morgan's balloon was 
found and she received a nice letter from a man in Hamburg.  It is posted on the bulletin 
board.  Our shoebox packing party was awesome; we packed about 160 boxes.  Great job 
everyone and a big thank you to Lori I. and Kim C.  Please come and support our Sunday 
School at the Christmas pageant on December 16th, more info to follow.  God has blessed 
us abundantly here at Saint Paul's with great kids and awesome teachers that put so much 
into their classes.  None of this would be possible without Mom’s, Dad’s, Grandmas and 
Grandpas who bring the children every Sunday.  Thank you so much for entrusting us to 
care for your children spiritually here at Saint Paul's.  Merry Christmas and a very Blessed 
New Year to each and every one of you.               Marsha and Kirsten  
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Deacon’ Meeting Minutes          November 17, 2018 

In attendance: Liz Stewart, Barb Rotino, Pastor Chad and Vicar Dan  

Or mission statement:  St. Paul’s Deacon’s have been called into service to help 
meet the caring needs of God’s children both within our congregation and within 
our community. We see this service as the rent we pay for being, our very pur-
pose in this life, and not something that we do in our spare time; it is our way of 
life. 

Dan opened with a prayer at 9:05. 

Dan shared some caring tips from Stephen Ministry.  It had tips about how to minis-
ter to others during the holiday season as feelings can be amplified during this time. 

Offer to help in specific ways. 

Help people pace themselves. 

Ask people how they’re really doing. “Be prepared to truly listen” 

Validate feelings. 

Dan then did a Bible study on Ephesians 4:1-17 which talked about unity of the 
Church and spiritual gifts given to all. 

We spent the rest of meeting reviewing and updating the Care & Prayer Report, and 
Deacons Contact List. 

Liz closed us with prayer 10:20.                                Next meeting 12/15/18 
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Elder Committee Meeting            November 3, 2018 
Present:   Pastor Chad, Pastor Ron, Vicar Dan, Ken Cox, Bob Riehle, Don Welshans, 
John Christensen, Claudia Strickland, Doug Stoddart    

The Lord Reigns 

Opened in prayer at 8:00.  

Bible Study :  Ron did a devotion based on Philippians 4:8 

The importance of Christians voting and their platform in today’s challenging politi-
cal future 

Pastor Chad was introduced to the Elders table. He was brought up to speed on cur-
rent church and congregation activities and concerns. 

Confirmation curriculum and youth pastoring were discussed 

Pastor Chad discussed his plans for an area Meet and Greet the Pastor:  

 Coffee Break at Taste @ 9:00am 11/13/18 

 Lunch at Charlies diner @ 12:00 noon 11/15/18                                                  
Closed in prayer at 9.30            Next Elder Meeting 12/1/2018 
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Church Council Meeting Minutes      November 13, 2018 
 

Present:  Pastor Chad, Mark Belz, Kirsten Chase, Ken Cox, Jim McGee, Gloria 
Potzler, Donna Ptak, Robert Riehle, Barb Rotino, Judy Stahl, Doug Stoddart, Marsha 
Welshans, Maria Schultz 
 
Pastor Chad opened the meeting with prayers from Thessalonians on the power of 
gratitude and appreciation of blessings of others.  “THANK YOU”. 
 
Council Minutes - in Monthly Star 
Treasurer’s Report - handed out;  Ken  Cox made a MOTION to allocate $250 from 
the Mission Fund to help promote “Hope on the Hill” pageant.   
              SECOND by Jim McGee.        APPROVED.  
Sunday School - Marsha reported that Christmas boxes are all packed; there are 4 
new kids; Lori  still needs an assistant;  will be planning Christmas pageant soon 
From Karen Tanner -  “Kingdom Bound” is  an activity for older kids (7th grade & 
up);  to be held in Buffalo  It is an overnite (2/15 -16).  It will cost $89  and may 
need adults to   accompany them depending on the number of our participants.  
  Ken will check website for more information. 
Trustee’s Report - in Monthly Star 
Deacon’s Report - in Monthly Star 
Stephen Ministry - meeting Thursdays 
Youth Ministry - no news 
Benevolence Communication - going on at church 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
Access to on-line date base - Pastor Chad is logged on; also Chantal 
Parsonage has internet access 
Donation envelopes, contact and e-mail lists are still in the works; 
2019 proposed budget - attendees reviewed and have set date for congregational 
budget meeting for Dec. 9th, at 12:30 p.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
We are familiarizing with Pastor Chad’s normal working schedule, off days, e-mail 
and cell phone numbers, etc. 
Moving expense:  Pastor Chad incurred extra moving expense. 
 Ken made the MOTION  to reimburse Pastor Chad $987 for additional moving ex-
pense..   SECOND  - by Doug Stoddart.    APPROVED. 
Upcoming Council Members -  roster reviewed 
 
8:50 p.m. The meeting closed with a Circle of Prayer. 
 
Submitted by Maria Schultz      Next Church Council Meeting 1/8/2019 
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Time to Pray 

JESUS is a life-line for a tired soul, an exhausted mind, and a broken 

heart. Call out to Him in prayer.  

 Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer we ask that you would touch those in need of 

healing; give them at all times comfort and peace, and help them to accept your perfect will no matter 

what the outcome may be. We pray for the following: Maryanne, Larry, Melanie, Pam, Peter, Eric, Thel-

ma, Sally, Tom, Reita, Kathy, John, Sue, Asher, Randy, Doreen, Liz, Colin, Mary Jean, Michael, Julie, 

Dave, Judy, Kay, Glenn, and others  … AMEN! 

 Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never to leave us nor forsake 

us but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those who are homebound the comfort of your presence. 

May your grant them today an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give to them strength in prayer, know-

ing that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May your Word fill them 

with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell, Arlene Koch, Alan Dietz, Diane Hawk, Mary 

Volk,  and Laura Tomaski. 

 Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the dark shadow of this 

fallen would cause us to experience many difficulties in this life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our 

strength in your one and only Son, Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and resurrec-

tion. Help those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray for: Strug-

gling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the incarcerated, many who struggle 

with addiction, those who grieve the loss of a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce, 

those who suffer relentless physical pain… 

 Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the leaders of our land that 

we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we 

may choose trustworthy leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You 

faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN! 

 Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your almighty arm to 

strengthen and protect those who serve in the armed forces of our country. Support them in times of 

war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil, giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all 

things they may serve with integrity and with honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: An-

drea Solomon, Douglass Ziemer, Daniel Potzler, Brad Hedgecorth, Thomas Stynes… (if your family 

member has been omitted please contact the church office.) 

 Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your people, that they may 

more diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors, through the message of your love in Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Send forth a mighty call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of 

speech, and power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel so that many forsake sin 

and return unto you. And so bless and favor the work of your people, that multitudes may be brought 

from the bondage of evil into the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.   



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

       

2 
 
8:15 and 11:00am Service 

 

9:30 Faith Café 
 

9:30 am Sunday School 
 

6:00 pm Women’s Christ-
mas Party 

3 4 
 
 

5 
 

10:00 am Prayer Group 
 
12:00 pm Lunch with Pastor 
Chad after Prayer Group
 
7:00 pm Music Team Pract.
 

9 
 

8:15 and 11:00am Service  

 

9:30 am Sunday School 
 

**12:30 Congregational 
Budget Meeting 

 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Trustee’s Meeting 

12 
 

10:00am Prayer Group 
 
7:00 pm Coffee with Pastor 
Chad @ Taste of East      
Aurora 
 
7:00pm Music Team Pract.

16 
 

8:15 and 11:00am 
Christmas Cantata  

 

9:30 am Sunday School 
 
6:00 pm Sunday School 

Christmas Pageant 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s Meeting 

18 
 

19 
  

10:00am Prayer Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 pm Music Team Pract.
 

23 
 

8:15 and 11:00am Service  
 

9:30 am Sunday School 
 

   
 

30 
 
8:15 and 11:00am Service  
 

9:30 am Sunday School 

24 
7:00 pm & 11:00 pm Christ-
mas Eve Services 
 
 
31 
 

7:00 pm New Years Eve Ser-
vice 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 

10:00 am Prayer Group 
 

 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Music Team Pract.

December

Matthew 1:23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 

son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

 

 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 1 
 

8:30 am Elder’s Meeting 
 
 

 

10:00 am Prayer Group  

12:00 pm Lunch with Pastor 
Chad after Prayer Group 

7:00 pm Music Team Pract. 

6 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Confirmation Class 
 
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry 

7 8 
 

7:00 am Men’s Breakfast 
 
 
 
 

5:00 pm Saturday Service  

10:00am Prayer Group  

7:00 pm Coffee with Pastor 
Chad @ Taste of East      

7:00pm Music Team Pract. 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Confirmation Class 

14 

 

15 
 

9:00 am Deacons' Meeting   
 

11:00 Christmas Pageant 
Practice 
 

1:00 Norwex Demo 
 

5:00pm Saturday Service 

10:00am Prayer Group  

7:00 pm Music Team Pract. 

20 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Confirmation Class 
 
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry 

21 
 
 
 

 

22 
 
 
 
 
No Saturday Service 

10:00 am Prayer Group  

7:00 pm Music Team Pract. 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
No Confirmation Class 
 

28 29 
 
 
 
 
 
No Saturday Service 
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