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Church Contacts 
Pastor: Adam C. Jensen   716.652.9197  
    716.860.1775 (Cell) 
Associate Pastor : Ron Hager 716.652.5977 
Vicar: Dan Stahl   716.861.2706 
Church Secretary & Calendar Questions:  
Denine Cole   716.714-5844 
Choir Director: Bob Posenjak 716.698.5363 
President: Bob Riehle   716.912.0249 
Sunday School Superintendent: Lori Ignatowski 
Mission Team: Maria Vergien  716.655.3609 
Church e-mail: stpaullcmcwestfallsny@yahoo.com 
Web Site:  saintpaulschurch.com 

����STAR ARTICLES are due by the 3rd Sunday of the month. 
Please e-mail articles, corrections, updates or address changes to  

Denine Cole at stpaullcmcwestfallsny@yahoo.com or call the 

parsonage at 652-9197. 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH  

 
 
 
Visit us on the Web! 
saintpaulschurch.com 
Worship Services: 

Sunday at 8:15am & 11am 
Saturday at 5pm 

Sunday School 9:30am 
Accepting donations 
for the flea market to 
be held Sept 16&17 

(see inside for details) 

OPEN FOR PRAYER 

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church 
53 West Falls Road 
West Falls, NY 14170-9716 
(Return Service Requested) 

In God We Trust 

 

 

August Events WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE WORLD – IN TWO WORDS   
By Rev. Chad Bird 
     If I hand you a blank sheet of paper and ask you to make a list of 
what’s wrong with the world, where would you start? Maybe you’d 
reference recent headlines: assassinations of police officers, systemic 
racism, the rise of radical Islam. Or maybe you’d start the list with 
other wrongs, such as generational poverty, sex trafficking, child 
abuse, abortion, or political corruption. 
     Once you start writing things down, it’s hard to know when to 
stop. You could fill a whole library with books that simply list, line 
by line, what’s wrong with the world. 
     The Times once sent an inquiry to famous authors, asking them, 
“What’s wrong with the world?” G. K. Chesterton sent back this 
reply: 

Dear Sir, 
I am. 
Yours, 
G. K. Chesterton 

     That’s how any list of what’s wrong with the world should 
begin. With me. With you. But that’s rarely, if ever, where we 
start, is it? We don’t reject the idea. None of us claim perfection. 
It’s just that it wouldn’t even cross our minds to include ourselves 
on such a list. 
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2– Missions Team Meeting 

4—Stephens Ministry Meeting 

6—Elders Committee Meetng 

7—Faith Café 

9—Trustees Committee Meeting 

9—Missions Team Meeting 

13—Men’s Breakfast at Iron Kettle 
15—Women’s Group Meeting 

16—Missions Team Meeting 

18—Stephens Ministry Meeting 

20—Deacons Meeting 

30—Missions Team Meeting 

 Future Events 
Sept 3—No Saturday Service  

                (Labor Day Weekend) 

Sept 7—Blood Mobile 

Sept 13—Council Meeting 

Sept 15—Stephens Ministry Meeting 

Sept 16 & 17 Flea Market 

Sept 18—Flu Shots 

Sept 19—Women’s Group Meeting 
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     That glaring absence of self-reflection and self-indictment only exacerbates the problem. We have 
20/20 vision to see the problems of others but when it comes to our own complicity in evil, we’re blind 
as bats. 
BLACK LIVES  MATTER ,  POLITICS ,  AND OTHER ISSUES  
     Take, for instance, Black Lives Matter. Like most Americans, I have opinions about this movement—
some positive, some negative. I’m a white, American male. I was raised in the south, in a town and school 
where racism was alive and well. That kind of culture seeps into your psyche. Even though I’ve tried my 
whole adult life to eradicate those prejudices, I’m sure they are still there, even in ways of which I’m not 
conscious. 
     I admit that I’m part of the problem. By the wrong I’ve done and by the good I’ve left undone, I’ve 
helped to perpetuate the systemic problem of racism in this country. So before I start pointing a finger 
elsewhere, let me point all ten fingers back at myself. What’s wrong with this racist world? I am. Unless I 
acknowledge that fact, I can just shut up about finding fault with others. 
     This cuts across racial, political, and ideological lines. Why do you see what’s wrong in the world, but 
do not notice what’s wrong in you? Why do you, as a white person, see what’s wrong with black people, 
but don’t notice what’s wrong in you? Or why do you, as a black person, see what’s wrong with white 
people, but don’t notice what’s wrong in you? Why do you, as a Republican, see what’s wrong with Dem-
ocrats, but don’t see what’s wrong in you? Why do you, as a Democrat, see what’s wrong with Republi-
cans, but don’t see what’s wrong in you? 
     We could go on and on. But you get the idea. It doesn’t matter if the issue is racism, poverty, violence, 
corruption, or greed. Unless our fact-finding mission to discover what’s wrong with the world begins in 
our own hearts, we’ll simply end up as hypocrites. The world has enough armchair judges already; let’s 
put ourselves on trial. What’s wrong with the world? I am. 
WHO I S  RESPONSIBLE  FOR MAKING THINGS  RIGHT?  
     The next question is: Who is responsible for making things right with the world? And you would ex-
pect the answer: I am. But you’d be wrong. 
     The belief that we are responsible for making things right in the world is a large part of what’s wrong 
with the world to begin with. And the more we think we are the solution, the longer we perpetuate the 
problem. 
     Yes, we should strive to be more fair, just, honest, loving, law-abiding citizens. We should try to be 
better spouses, parents, children, friends, and neighbors. We should reject racism, bigotry, violence, ha-
tred, and the like. In short, we should all work toward virtue. And, at the same time, we should be aware 
that virtue will not solve the world’s problems. 
     It might help to recall that the most religious, worship-attending, virtuous people of Jerusalem were 
those who murdered the Son of God. The cream of the moral crop were high-fiving one another at the 
crucifixion. They were the problem, but they were not solution. Indeed, they executed the solution. 
THE BOLD CLAIM OF  CHRISTIANITY  
     The Christian faith makes a bold claim: We are the world's problem, but we are not the world's solu-
tion. The solution is external to us. It has nothing to do with who we are or what we do. There is only one 
good, virtuous, selfless source of true and lasting change in the world: the Creator who became part of 
humanity in Jesus Christ. 
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Monthly Stats 

St. Paul’s Officers 
 

President:  Bob Riehle  Vice President: Ken Cox 
Secretary:  Maria Schultz  Treasurer:  Stephen Aldstadt 
Financial Secretary: Maureen Schinzel 
Trustees:  Ron Strack Dan Schinzel  Jim McGee         Gloria Potzler 

Deacons:  Mary Barkey Barb Rotino  Liz Stewart                Jim Schinzel 
Elders:   Dan Stahl Doug Stoddart  Claudia Strickland     Sue Cox 

Mission Chair: Maria Vergien Sunday School: Lori Ignatowski         Marsha Welshans 

CHURCH     ATTENDANCE         OFFERING                   SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
SUNDAY          2015      2016      NEEDED                2015   2016                MAIL-IN      2015     2016   OFFERING 

7/3 91 109 $3,750.00 $3,304.00 $3,312.00 $509.00 

7/10 82 138 $3,750.00 $1,720.00 $2,767.00 $100.00 

7/17 95 144 $3,750.00 $2,274.00 $1,414.00 $150.00 

7/31   $3,750.00    

7/24 103 140 $3,750.00 $1,282.00 $1,404.00 $400.00 

36  $15.00 

33 42 $31.00 

  38  

10  34 $22.00 

   
  
  

 
Baptism of Nolan Ryan Sammons on Sunday, July 3, 2016 performed by Vicar Dan Stahl 
Wedding of Seven Potter to Leanne Cassidy on Sunday, July 9, 2016 performed by Rev. Adam Jensen 
Wedding of David Wohlfeil to Anne “Amy” Isch on Saturday, July 23, 2016 performed by  
Rev. Adam Jensen 

Official Acts 

Women of the Word                                                                   July 18, 2016 
Claudia Strickland   
Our Bible Study was done by Marsha Welshans—Chapter 7 from our Life of Worship. 
We would like to thank again all those individuals who helped at the basket sale.  Monies raised from the 
food in the kitchen went to FISH of EA.  The basket sale had a profit of over $1500.  That money will 
keep this church in coffee and paper goods through the year. 
NEW BUSINESS:  Donation of monies to VBS to cover whatever expenses 
they have.  Also discussed giving money to cover repair of the narthex. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15p.m. 
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Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.  Psalm 100:2 
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Opportunities to Share Christ’s Love Within Our Community 

The food for the month of 
August is HOT CEREAL. 
Hot cereal is either the 
box of oatmeal packets or 
the large carton of oat-
meal or Cream of Wheat. 
We give out some kind of 

cereal on each food day, either cold cereal or 
hot.     We accept any kind of food at any time. 
If something is on sale or there is a “Buy one, 
Get one free”, just put it in the “FISH” box lo-
cated at the entrance of the church. Many thanks 
for your continued support. 

 

Prayer Group:  Our weekly Prayer Group meets every Wednesday from 10:00-

11:00 AM at rotating houses. We will continue to visit those who are in health care facili-
ties and those who are home bound. If you are interested in hosting the prayer group or 
coming to pray with us, please let us know.  

Sue Cox 

Good things are happening at St. Paul’s 

God is at Work in our Congregation! 
     What a great month of Ministry at St. Paul's! God is good.  

     It's important for us to kick back and enjoy life together as a congregation. This is exactly what we did 
on July 10th. Many gathered at Lime Lake for an old fashioned church picnic. Good food, blessed fellow-
ship, and joyful play. Everyone left with happy memories. Many thanks to Mary Lou Montgomery and 
Missy & Jamie Dynarski for hosting us. We look forward to next year’s picnic. 

     "Do we have enough Bibles? Do we have enough food?" These were some of the thoughts running 
through my head during VBS this year.  Yes, we almost ran out of food on the first night, and we handed 
out over a dozen Bibles to children without one during VBS.  Another thought running through my mind, 
"What an amazing opportunity to share the Love of Jesus with others!" A big thanks to all of our helpers. 
Without ministers of the Gospel like you, things like VBS would not be possible.  

Men of St. Paul’s 
 The men of Saint Paul’s 
meet on the second  
Saturday of every month at 
7AM, at the Iron Kettle 
for breakfast, good fellowship and great discus-
sions.  

Bring your Bible and join us in a relaxed  
atmosphere as breakfast is shared along with  

God’s Word.  
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     He is the solution to the problem that we are. The sole solution. And he is not found in striving for vir-
tue but by participating in his death and resurrection. Who-we-are must first die before who-God-wants-
us-to-be can live. God is not concerned with making bad people into good people. He is here to make 
dead people into living people. He does that by crucifying and resurrecting us into his Son’s living body. 
     Our union with Christ changes everything. In him there is neither black nor white, Asian nor Hispanic, 
male nor female. We are all one in Jesus Christ. Not the color of our skin but the name of our Savior be-
comes how we understand who we are. Jesus becomes our identity. “We have died,” Paul says, “and our 
life is hidden with Christ in God.” Rather than Black Lives Matter, or Blue Lives, or All Lives, it's Christ’s 
Life that matters. It matters because in him all lives die and come to true life. 
     The church has the only message that will bring about true change in the world. Because it’s not a mes-
sage about making racist people unprejudiced, immoral people good, or mean people nice. It’s about unit-
ing all of us, who are the problem, in him who alone is the solution. Our message makes dead people alive 
in Christ. In him, we are new creatures. In him we are forgiven, filled with the Spirit, adopted into God’s 
family. We become part of a new humanity, fashioned in the image and likeness of Jesus. 

What’s wrong with the world? I am. 
What’s the solution to the problem? Christ is. 
He is the only true, lasting, life-changing hope for us all. 

Article: Rev. Chad Bird http://www.chadbird.com/blog/2016/7/19/whats-wrong-with-the-world-in-two-words 

Church Database Update* 
This information will not be published in the directory.  

 

Name: ___________________________________________ birthdate: __________ 

Would you like to receive urgent prayer requests via text message?  YES   NO 

Cell Phone: ________________________________ 

Email:__________________________________________________________________ 

Are you confirmed Lutheran?    YES    NO 

Are you baptized?      YES     NO 

Do you confess the apostles creed as your statement of faith and belief   YES   NO 

Do you count yourself a member or a friend?     MEMBER      FRIEND 

If you are unsure the church has your correct address and phone number, please  

write it here:  _________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
*Please mail form to secretary or leave in designated box in narthex.   

Info can also be emailed to stpaullcmcwestfallsny@yahoo.com 
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Have You Made God Smile Today? Pray for a Child. 
God gives us gifts everyday!  Children are a gift from God!  The Bible is one 
of these gifts.  Do you use the Bible as your guide book for life?  It is sitting 
right there.  Just open it to any page and see what God is saying to you.  It 
works everytime for me.  Our loving Father knows just what we need. 

Can you tell others what you believe about God?  Ask a child from St. Paul's, 
they can!  You will be amazed!  Our Sunday school children have such a beau-
tiful and growing faith!  Please invite other children that you know to join us.  
Why is it important to say what you believe?  (This idea came from the 3rd and 4th grade WORD for the 
week hand out).  The answer is in the Bible. 

9 If you declare with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10 For it is with your heart that you believe 
and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 

Romans 10: 9-10 

Let us continue our prayer together... 

Almighty God and Father thank you for all the gifts you lovingly give us every day!  We thank you for the 
gift of children.  We thank you for the gift of the Bible and Sunday school.  Your gifts of love, for-
giveness, and guidance fulfill our every need.  Thank you Lord, for these blessing!  Our life is nothing 
without you, Jesus.  Thank you for the grace you provide for our faith to grow stronger all the days of our 
life.  God, we pray that our children carry the belief in their hearts that You raised Jesus, and we pray 
that they can share this faith and Your love with others.  We especially pray for Mara Klosin, Wil-
liam Klosin Jr., Brook Krajnik, Dylan Krajnik, Seryna Krencik, LauraLei Krencik, Raynna 
Krencik, Shauna Krisiak, Scott Krisiak, Ellen Lorek, Marissa Mariea and Claire Mariea.  
Jesus we thank you Santana and Mecca and for the blessing they are to the Jensen family 
and to our St. Paul's family.  We thank and praise you God for the miracle performed for 
Lucas Leitzan!!  Thank you for removing his cancer.  Lord Jesus we pray for your continuation of heal-
ing for Lucas.  We also begin to pray for Vivian Rose Kreutzer, a 2 year old with a rare form 
of epilepsy.  Father we ask that she is a candidate for brain surgery and that You heal her.  Thank you 
for the strength and hope you provide for the Leitzan and Kreutzer families.  We pray for your peace and 
protection for all your children.  Amen. 

When you feel thankful... 

Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

Thessalonians 5:18 

Faithfully submitted by Kirsten Chase on behalf of Sunday School.  Any comments or suggestions email: 
kchase@rjmeisnerdds.com. 

 

 

Anonymous $1.91 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Stahl $50.00 
Mr. Timothy Francis $30.00 
Mr. Gary Benson—”He has never promised me an easy passage, only a safe landing.”  from 

Storms in the Desert $40.00 

Kirsten Chase—in thanksgiving for my St. Paul’s Family $30.00 
In Memory of Jim Weinheimer $25.00 
Mr. & Mrs. James Brooks Jr. $20.00 
Bonnie Schichtel—in honor of Dale Schichtel and the life he gave me. $30.00 
Mr. Tom Weston $84.00 
Mrs. James G. Hill—In memory of my husband, James $100.00 
Trynal Morrison—Thank you for your prayers $10.00 

Anonymous $5.00 
Anonymous $10.00 
Anonymous $11.00 
Anonymous $60.00 
Anonymous $10.00 
  
July Total $535.00 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Anonymous $20.00 
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Donations to the Building Fund are published in the Monthly Star in the format you see. If you would like 
your gift to be listed anonymously, please indicate so on your envelope and we will be happy to comply. 

Building Fund 

Those who celebrate their August Anniversaries 

1, 1964 Paul & Marilyn Mausteller  52 years 
2, 2003 John & Kim Christensen  13 years 
4, 2006 Frank & Kim Puma  10 years 
5, 2000 James & Maureen Schinzel  16 years 
6, 1995 Robert & Meribeth Bajak  21 years 
8,1998 John & Cammie Schelble  18 years 
9, 1997 Frank & Hattie Strnad  19 years 
9, 2008 Michael & Heather Eusanio 8 years 
10, 1963  Richard & Joan Schleup  53 years 
11, 1979  Steve & Debra Dechert  37 years 
14, 2010  Al & Fran Kaefer   6 years 
14, 2010  Patrick & Lindley Cox  6 years 
15, 1981  Robert & Jill Mariea  35 years 
17, 2001  Jay & Lisa Kingston  15 years 

17, 2007  Vince & Erin Hammell  9 years 
19, 1972  Robert & Joyce Transki  44 years 
20, 1966  Rev. Donald & Carolyn Francis 50 years 
21, 1982  Ken & Sue Cox   34 years 
21, 1999  Marc & Julie Capretto  17 years 
22, 1987  Dan & Patty Schinzel  29 years 
23, 1975  Steve & Nancy White  41 years 
24, 2002  Robert & Ann Adams  14 years 
25, 2007  Daniel & Pamela Fusco  9 years 
26, 1989  Wade & Connie Richards  27 years 
27, 1992  Raymond & Becky Cleveland 24 years 
27, 1994  Chris & Lori Ignatowski  22 years 

If  I missed your anniversary or have the wrong date please 
let me know so I can make the correction. 
Thank you, Denine           stpaullcmcwestfallsny@yahoo.com 
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“Prayer can never be in excess."  
C. H. Spurgeon  

Those with health concerns: Our Savior and healer 
we ask that you would touch those in need of healing; 
give them at all times comfort and peace, and help them 
to accept your perfect will no matter what the outcome 
may be. We pray for the following: Brenda Frank, Liz & 

Colin Stewart, Lucas Lietzan (cancer), Ed & Edith P. (cancer),  Tony Tarquini (cancer),  Grandma Sue, Ron Hill 
(cancer), Tabitha, Katie (cancer), Mary Jean, Hollis (cancer), Joan (cancer), Arlene Koch, Alicia, Sebastian & baby 
Liam, Gene, Chuck Stahl, Ted (cancer), Ashley, Orlando, & baby Cora, Adrianna, Robin (cancer), Jill, Al Dietz, 
Dorothy, Diane (cancer), Pastor James, Bob Stoddart, Bill (cancer), John, Jordan, Mildred, Mary Jean, Jack, Tom & 
Denise and others  … AMEN! 
Our Homebound Members: Ever-present Lord, you have promised never to leave us nor forsake us 
but to abide with us to the end of time. Grant those who are homebound the comfort of your presence. 
May your grant them today an encouraging visitor or phone call. Give to them strength in prayer, 
knowing that their prayers for our congregation are a powerful and effective work. May your Word fill 
them with faith and hope. Specifically we pray for: Vi Cornwell, Arlene Koch, Alan Dietz, Diane Hawk, and 
Walter & Katie Anstett. 
Those in the midst of life’s trials and tribulations: Heavenly Father, the dark shadow of this fallen 
would cause us to experience many difficulties in this life. Yet we are filled with hope and find our 
strength in your one and only Son, Jesus Christ who overcome the world through his death and 
resurrection. Help those who are facing trials with the hope of the cross and resurrection. We pray for: 
Struggling couples, the unemployed, those dealing with mental illness, the incarcerated, many who struggle with 
addiction, those who grieve the loss of a loved one, families working through the hurt of divorce, those who suffer 
relentless physical pain… 
Our Country and World: Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the leaders of our land that we 
may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth. Grant that we may 
choose trustworthy leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You faithfully 
in our generation; through Jesus Christ. AMEN! 
Those serving in the armed forces: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth your almighty arm to strengthen 
and protect those who serve in the armed forces of our country. Support them in times of war, and in 
times of peace keep them from all evil, giving them courage and loyalty. Grant that in all things they may 
serve with integrity and with honor, through Jesus Christ. Specifically we pray for: Andrea & Nathan 
Solomon, Mary & Doug Schroeder, Douglass Ziemer… (if your family member has been omitted please contact 
the church office.) 
Our Evangelistic Work: Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all your people, that they may more 
diligently seek the salvation of their neighbors, through the message of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Send forth a mighty call unto all your servants, granting unto them hearts of love, sincerity of speech, and 
power from the Holy Spirit, that they may be able speak the gospel so that many forsake sin and return 
unto you. And so bless and favor the work of your people, that multitudes may be brought from the 
bondage of evil into the kingdom of your dear Son; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Community Flea Market 
All profits to help Lucas Leitzan 

Lucas has been diagnosed with a rare neuroblastoma cancer. He and his family have traveled to many dif-
ferent hospitals in the North East for treatment and are in need of help. Please come and support our flea 

market by shopping, eating, or making a donation.   

Love for Lucas Leitzan 
 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

53 West Falls Road, West Falls, NY 14170 

Donate! 
Drop off clean, saleable items inside our fellowship hall doors by September 5th.   

If you would like to make arrangements for donations of larger items or particularly valuable items,  
contact Denine at 716-560-3625. 

 

Come Shop! 
Friday, September 16th, 9 am - 3 pm & Saturday, September 17th, 9 am - 2 pm 

Come Eat! 
Homemade soups, roast beef sandwiches, and fresh baked pies and desserts will be available to purchase. 

Rent A Table! 
Lots of indoor and outdoor spaces available for rent.  We will advertise for you! 

All prices include both days: 

8’x8’ indoor space: $30.00      or      9’x17’ outdoor space: $20.00 

(You will provide your own shelter for outdoor spaces if needed or wanted) 

8’ table rental: $5.00  

(The table is for your use in your rented space. First come First served) 

Spaces must be reserved and paid for by September 5th 

Call to reserve your space today! 

Mary Lou 716-258-4005 



 

 

The Monthly Star Page 6 

Stephen’s Ministry                                                             
Dan Stahl 

Stephen Ministers have been called 

and trained to come along side and 

care for those in need. 
If you know of someone experiencing a hard time and could use a  
Stephen Minister to come alongside them on their journey, contact:  

Dan Stahl (716-655-3349) or Sue Cox (716-652-6835) or Karen Tanner (716-912-5441)
  

Want to learn to care for people who are grieving and reach out to others in a distinctively Christian way?  
On Saturday October 22, St. Paul’s will host a Stephen Ministry Introductory Workshop 
from 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.  The half day workshop is designed both to enhance participants’ caregiv-
ing skills and to help the congregations explore ways to expand their caring ministry.  Registration be-
gins at 8:00 A.M. and refreshments will be served.   

One reason we’re so excited about helping other congregations learn more about Stephen Ministries is 
that it is making a significant difference in the life of our own congregation.  Since we began Stephen Min-
istry in 2013 six laypeople have gone through 50 hours of training in order to provide quality one-to-one 
Christian care to hurting people.  If you think that you might be interested in being a Stephen Minister, 
attending the workshop is a great way to learn more. 

Member of St. Paul’s are invited to attend the workshop free of charge.  If you would like to 
attend, please contact, Vicar Dan, Sue Cox or Karen Tanner.  Don’t miss out on this wonderful oppor-
tunity for personal growth and to learn more about Stephen Ministry. 

BLOOD MOBILE  Gloria Potzler 

The next Bloodmobile will be held  
at St. Paul’s in the fellowship hall on 

  

Wednesday, September 7 from 2-7pm.   
  

As always, donors will be rewarded with homemade soup and pie! 
Please come and support the Red Cross and those in need of blood.  

 

 

Deacon’ Meeting Minutes                                       July 16, 2016 
No meeting                 Next meeting 8/20/16 
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 Elder Committee Meeting Minutes                        July 2, 2016 
Claudia S., Vicar Dan, Ken C., Sue Cox. 
8:05: Opened with pray by Dan 
Discussed an article that Dan brought titled 7 Signs Your Church Will Never Change by Carey Nieuwhof. 
• You keep having the same conversation over and over (and over) again 
• Every time someone raises a new idea, someone lists 3 reasons it won’t work 
• Fondness for the past exceeds passion for the future 
• Small things always become big things 
• People are still complaining About the last thing that you changed 
• “We’ve never done it that way before” has become a theme song 
• Your leaders don’t bring unchurched friends with them 
Reviewed an article from Claudia out of Ministry Today by Chris Brown about true stewardship, Rising 
and Falling, 4 principles for determining what really matters in your effectiveness as a leader.  
Dan gave a brief synopsis of what he has learned so far in reading the book Christianity Rediscovered by 
Vincent Donovan. 
Reviewed Letter sent out to all Ministry Heads about gathering of JOY to be held prior to the next Coun-
cil Meeting on July 12th to discuss the mission and vision of our congregation.   
Reviewed this in context to our mission statement and read Matthew 28:18-20 (the great commission).  
Established an agenda for the gathering of JOY. 
9:35 Closed with prayer by Sue.                                                              Respectfully submitted:  Dan Stahl 
 

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes  June 24, 2016 
Meeting called to order by Bob Riehle. 
Dan Stahl opened in prayer. 
Minutes for the January 2016 Congregational Meeting were read. 
Treasurer’s Report of May 2016 were handed to members present and noted.  There was a question about 
Payroll Tax - will ask Steve Aldstadt. 
Old Business: 
LCMC Convention - 2 delegates plus Pastor Adam will be selected.   St. Paul’s will pay for up to 3 partici-
pants which includes convention, hotel and airline  (app. $3,000 total for all 3 people).    Who goes? 
Suggestion was made to put it in the “Star” for July and participants should be selected before September 
so that we can still get the airline discount and conference discount. 
There was no New Business. 
Note:  Council Meeting on July 12th to start at 6:30 p.m. instead of 7:00. (One time special) 
Pastor Adam closed the meeting with a prayer. 
Respectfully submitted:  Maria Schultz 
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Church Council Bi-Monthly Meeting Minutes  July 12, 2016 6:30pm 
 

Attendees:  Pastor Adam, Kirsten Chase, Denine Cole, Ken Cox, Sue Cox, Jim McGee, Bob Posenjak, 
Gloria Potzler, Bob Riehle, Barb Rotino, Miranda Rotino, Claudia Strickland, Dan Schinzel, Jim Schinzel, 
Maureen Schinzel, Maria Schultz, Liz Stewart, Doug Stoddart, Tegan Stoddart, Karen Tanner 
 

Pastor opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. with a discussion about St. Paul’s mission in the community 
and how to accomplish in bringing the gospel.   How do we measure the success of a church?    Over a 
hundred years ago, Fr. Donovan went to East Africa to preach the word of God to the Massai.  The people 
availed of the school and the hospital but they did not become Christians.  So he listened to them about 
their thoughts of Jesus and their Massai Creed, which was similar to our Apostles’ Creed.   We, as mem-
bers of St. Paul’s, through our outreach programs, should not lose sight of our purpose as a church ... to 
also preach the word of Jesus in all that we do in the community. 
 Tonight was a special presentation; hereafter, meetings will start at 7:00 p.m. 
 Pastor opened the Council meeting at 7:30 p.m. with a prayer. 
 Minutes of last Council meeting was reviewed and accepted. 
 Treasurer’s report was reviewed with the same question about payroll tax increase.  Since Steve 
Alstadt was not present, there was no answer to be had.  Ken Cox will speak to Steve about this.  Bob 
Riehle made a MOTION to accept Treasurer’s report;   Motion accepted. 
 Bob and/or Pastor Adam will talk to Steve about attending some meetings. 
 Sunday School - no report. 
 Trustees’ Report - in Monthly Star; New on-line service was approved; give invoice to Steve.  
Pastor and Denine will work on the new program. 
 Deacon’s Report - in Monthly Star 
 Elders’ Report   
 Stephen Ministry -  Training is done; Sue is getting ready for a workshop on Oct. 22.  Our Ste-
phen Ministers in St. Louis, MO will send out information about our workshop to other churches closer 
to us who do not have Stephen Ministers. 
 Youth Ministry - Tegan reported that they have not been meeting.  Last activity was the pancake 
breakfast. 
 Benevolence communication - no news this time 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    
 St. Paul’s 150th anniversary celebration - nothing to report 
 Gym committee - Kevin Glover will help; Miranda Rotino asked for a job description.  She is in-
terested in helping. 
 Haiti mission - successful; church will match donation up to $300. 
NEW BUSINESS:   The purpose of the Church- Sponsored Ministry Event form is to avoid conflicting 
dates for our different activities.   A sponsor fills up this form, gives it to Denine to be e-mailed and ap-
proved by the president and an elder.   Ken Cox made a MOTION to edit form.  APPROVED. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. with a circle of prayer.  Respectfully submitted:  Maria Schultz 

 

 

LCMC News  
Dan Stahl 
 

There are 21 Churches in the state of New York who belong to the LCMC.  
One of them is St. Nicodemus Lutheran Church in East Aurora, New York 
who installed their newly called Pastor Juan Rivera on Sunday 7/24/16.  
We wish God’s blessings to Pastor Juan and our Brothers and Sisters at 
St. Nicodemus. 

LCMC 16th Annual Gathering  •   
October 2-5, 2016  •  Denver, CO 

Back to the Future/First Century Principles for the Twenty First Century 
 

Join us in Denver for our 16th Annual Gathering.  You'll meet LCMC-ers from across the nation and 
around the globe, enjoy worship and Bible study, hear challenging keynote speakers, and have a chance to 
take part in our 2016 service project with Lutheran World Relief!  You'll also have the option to get 
connected with a district or fellowship group, take part in breakout sessions and get in touch with dozens 
of different mission and ministry organizations in our vendor area.  
 

This year's Annual Gathering will be held at: 
Crowne Plaza Hotel and Convention Center – Denver International Airport 

15500 East 40th Avenue, Denver, CO 80239 / (303) 302-4159 / www.cpdenverairport.com 
 

St Paul’s pays for 2 delegates to attend 
the LCMC Annual Gathering!  (see above) 
We must hear from those interested NOW!  You only have to be a 
member of St. Paul’s.  You DO NOT have to be on council or in a 
leadership position to express your interest and possibly attend.  
More information will be given to you. 

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ’s Annual Gathering is a four-day event including every-
thing described in the LCMC article above and plenty of opportunities for fellowship and networking.  

Our own Jonathan Hasely will be one of the presenters!  
Registration best prices are before September 1st. Please contact Pastor Jensen or Vicar Dan Stahl 

For this and more, check out the LCMC website at 

www.lcmc.net 
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Presently (as of 7/20/16):  
 

Total Congregations: 934 
U.S. Congregations: 745 
States Represented: 41 
U.S. Territories Represented: 2 
Countries Represented: 17 



 

 

SundaySundaySundaySunday    MondayMondayMondayMonday    TuesdayTuesdayTuesdayTuesday    WednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesday

 
8:15 and 11:00am Church  

9:15am Faith Cafe  
9:30am Sunday School  

1 2 
 
 
 
6:30pm Missions Team Meeting 

3     
10:00am Prayer Group Meeting
 
 
 
7:00 Choir Practice

7       
8:15 and 11:00am Church  

9:15am Faith Cafe  
9:30am Sunday School  
 

  
 

8     
 
 
 
 

 

9 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm Missions Team Meeting 

6:30pm Trustees Meeting 
 

10 
10:00am Prayer Group Meeting
 
 
 
 
7:00 Choir Practice

14          
8:15 and 11:00am Church  

9:30am Sunday School  
  
 
 

 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 7:00pm Women’s Group Mtg 

16 
 

 
 

 
 
  
6:30pm Missions Team Meeting 

17   
 

10:00am Prayer Group Meeting
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00pm Choir Practice 

21 
8:15 and 11:00am Church 
9:30am Sunday School  
 
  

 

22 
 
 
 
  

 

23 
 
 

 
 
 
   

24                
  

10:00am Prayer Group Meeting
 
 
  

7:00pm Choir Practice 

28 
 

8:15 and 11:00am Church 
 

9:30am Sunday School  
 
 
 
 

29 30 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Missions Team Meeting 
   

  

August

This is the day the 

Lord has made; let us 

rejoice and be glad in 

it.  

Psalm 118:24 

 

If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 

with me that you also may be where I am.

 

 

WednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesday    ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday    FridayFridayFridayFriday    SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday    

10:00am Prayer Group Meeting 

7:00 Choir Practice 

4 

 
 
 
 
7:00pm Stephen Ministry 

5 
 
 
 
 

6  8:00am Elder’s Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00am Prayer Group Meeting 

7:00 Choir Practice 

11 
 

  

 
 
 

  

12 13   7:00am Men’s Breakfast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00pm Saturday Service 

10:00am Prayer Group Meeting  

7:00pm Choir Practice  

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

  7:00pm Stephen Ministry  

19 
 

20 
9:00am Deacons' Meeting   
 
 
 
 
5:00pm Saturday Service 

10:00am Prayer Group Meeting 

7:00pm Choir Practice  

25 
 
 
 
 
  

26 

 
27 
 
 
 
 
5:00pm Saturday Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

   

August 

If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 

with me that you also may be where I am. 

John 14:3 
 


